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Serving the Portland Area with
the Means of Grace and as a
family of believers for over 110
years... as a church, school,

LUTHERAN CHURCH preschool, mission, and ministry.

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor — Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316— call /text)
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 - call /text)
Preschool: 2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 — call /text)

Easter 6, May 14", 2023 — God’s Gift of Treasures
Welcome!

Grace~ "7 am wot achamed of the gosgel. .. "
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for compromise.
The Bible is the book we live by... for life now and for life forever. We
accept the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that our only Savior is
Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, died, and was buried
but rose again to open the door to heaven for everyone who believes in him.

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe. .. "
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years by
faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word. We believe
that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments to bring souls
into his care. This is a message that we share here and around the world
through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations. .. ”
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the truth
of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in faith and
lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and praise. “But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory both now and forever! Amen.” Il Peter 3:18
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HYMN CW21BLUE #828: Where Your Treasure Is

Refrain

Where your treasure is, there your heart shall be.
All that you possess will never set you free.

Seek the things that last; come and learn from me.
Where your treasure is, your heart shall be.

1 What do you gain from all your worry,

What you should eat or what to wear?

There is no peace in stress or hurry.

Do you not know that you are held within God’s care?

Refrain

2 Look at the ravens high above you.

They do not work their whole life through,

And yet God feeds them and protects them.

So how much more will God protect and care for you?

Refrain

3 Behold the lilies in their splendor.

In grace and beauty they are dressed,

And yet so soon their bloom is faded.

So how much more will those who look to God be blessed?

Refrain
4 O little flock, do not be frightened;
Yours is the kingdom of the Lord.

Give your possessions to the needy;
Obtain a treasure in God’s heaven safely stored.

Refrain
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INVOCATION

: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN

: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins,

O Lord, who could stand?

: But with you there is forgiveness;

therefore you are feared.
Silence for reflection and self-examination

: Holy and merciful Father,

I confess that | am by nature sinful and that | have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words and actions. | have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But | am
truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

LORD, HAVE MERCY

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear
our prayer, O Christ.

Christ, have mercy.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep
us in your tender care.

Amen.



HYMN CW21 Blue #717 (1) “What Is the World to Me”

What is the world to me, With all its vaunted pleasure
When you and you alone, Lord Jesus, are my treasure!
You only, dearest Lord, My soul's delight shall be;

You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me!

THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON: 1 Chronicles 29:10-17

' David blessed the LoRD in the presence of the entire assembly. He said:

Blessed are you, LORD, the God of Israel, our father, from eternity to eternity. " To
you, O LORD, belong greatness, power, glory, victory, and majesty, because
everything in the heavens and on the earth belongs to you. You, LoRD, are exalted as
head above everything. The kingdom belongs to you. "> Riches and honor come from
you. You are ruling over everything. In your hand are power and strength. It is in your
power to make anyone great and strong. ¥ Now, our God, we are thanking you and
praising your glorious name.

“Who am I? Who are my people that we are able to offer willingly like this? For
everything comes from you. What we have given to you came from your hand. '>We
are aliens and temporary residents before you, as were all our fathers. Our days on
the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope of staying.

16 LoRrp, our God, all this abundance, which we have provided for building a house for
you, for your holy name, is from your hand. This abundance belongs to you.

7] know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In
the uprightness of my heart | have freely offered all these things. Now with joy | see
your people, who are present here to bring the offering freely to you.

HYMN CW21 Blue #717 (4) “What Is the World to Me”

What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure,

My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my pleasure,
My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss eternally.

Once more then | declare: What is the world to me!

THE SECOND L ESSON: 1 Timothy 6:6-12
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the
world, and we certainly cannot take anything out. 8 But if we have food and clothing,
with these we will be satisfied.

9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish and
harmful desires, which plunge them into complete destruction and utter ruin. " For

4




the love of money is a root of all sorts of evils. By striving for money, some have
wandered away from the faith and have pierced themselves with many pains.

"But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. ? Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of
eternal life, to which you were called.

HYMN CW21 Blue #717 (2) “What Is the World to Me”

The world seeks after wealth And all that money offers,
Yet never is content Though gold should fill its coffers.

I have a higher good; Content with it I'll be;

My Jesus is my wealth -What is the world to me!

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 12:13-21; 29-34

3Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” * But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge
or an arbitrator over you?”

5 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a
man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.”

6 He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 7 He
was thinking to himself, ‘What will | do, because | do not have anywhere to store my
crops?’ ® He said, ‘This is what | will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger
ones, and there | will store all my grain and goods. " And | will tell my soul, “Soul, you
have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.””’
204But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you.
Now who will get what you have prepared?”’

21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich
toward God.”

29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 3° For
the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need
them. 3' But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

32¢Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.



HYMN OF THE DAY: CW21 BLUE #749 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”

God, whose giving knows no ending,
from your rich and endless store:
nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom,
costly cross, grave's shattered door,
gifted by you, we turn to you,
offering up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever,
gracious donor of our days.

Skills and time are ours for pressing
toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
all at peace in health and freedom,
races joined, the Church made one.
Now direct our daily labor,
lest we strive for self alone;
born with talents, make us servants
fit to answer at your throne.

Treasure, too, you have entrusted,
gain through powers your grace conferred;
ours to use for home and kindred,
and to spread the Gospel Word.
Open wide our hands in sharing,
as we heed Christ's ageless call,
healing, teaching, and reclaiming,
serving you by loving all.

THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED

Luke 12:13-21; 29-34

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under
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Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

THE OFFERING
An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power.

THE SACRAMENT OF HoLY COMMUNION

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itis good and right so to do

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who in
blessing his saints of the past has given us glorious assurance and hope that, following
their example of faith, we may run with perseverance the race marked out for us, and
receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread: and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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THE DISTRIBUTION

Thank you for honoring our practice of "close” communion. The Bible teaches that
participating in the Lord's Supper is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor. 10:17). We
lovingly ask, therefore, that before joining in this, the highest act of fellowship, a unity of faith
based on the Bible be established through membership in this congregation or in a sister
congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are most eager for you
to join us in the unity of faith and confession we enjoy. If you would like to discuss "close"
communion or any other spiritual matter with the pastor, please indicate this on the Friendship
Register.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:

Personal Prayer Following Communion:

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains
in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

COMMUNION BLESSING

Now may this, the true body and blood, of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen and preserve you in the one true faith, unto life everlasting. Depart in
peace. The Lord Jesus has paid for all your sins.

THE BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

(& Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: CW21 Blue #699 “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus”

Take the world, but give me Jesus!
All its joys are but a name.

But his love abides forever,
Through eternal years the same.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption,
Pledge of endless life above!

Take the world, but give me Jesus,
Sweetest comfort of my soul.

With the Savior watching o'er me,
| can sing, though thunders roll.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption,
Pledge of endless life above!

Take the world, but give me Jesus!
In his cross my trust shall be

Till with clearer, brighter vision
Face to face my Lord I see.

Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption,
Pledge of endless life above
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