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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For almost 110 years…                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                              Principal Mark Leitzke 
As a Mission                                                       503.449.4192 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries             503.312.4230 – call /text                                                                                                                                 

Epiphany Observed, January 3rd, 2021 
Welcome!   

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for compromise.   

   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life forever.  We accept  
   the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that our only Savior is Jesus 

Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, died, and was buried but 
rose again to open the door to heaven for everyone who believes in him. 

 

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years by 

faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  We 
believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments to bring 
souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and around the 
world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod      

              (WELS). 

 

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the truth    
  of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in faith and   
  lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and praise. “But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him 
be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  II Peter 3:1  
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Opening Song                                                                                                  My Deliverer 
                                                                                                                              Rich Mullins 

                                          Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822 
 
 

Invocation 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Confession of Sins 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 

Absolution 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 
Hymn Of Praise CW #82 (1,5)                                  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
 

 
Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise,  
Manifested by the star To the Magi from afar,  
Branch of royal David's stem, In your birth at Bethlehem.  
Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 
Grant us grace to see you, Lord, Mirrored in your holy Word.  
May our lives and all we do Imitate and honor you  
That we all like you may be At your great epiphany  
And may praise you, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 
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Prayer of the Day  
 

M: Let us pray.   Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the 
nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to 
come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen.                 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty maker of heaven and earth.     

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.     

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
EPIPHANY – REVEALING GOD’S PROMISES & PLAN 

 
 

Reading: Daniel 2:24-30, 46-49 
24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men 
of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to 
the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.” 
25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man among the 
exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means.” 
26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me what I saw 
in my dream and interpret it?” 
27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king 
the mystery he has asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals 
mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. 
Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you were lying in bed 
are these: 
29 “As Your Majesty was lying there, your mind turned to things to come, and the 
revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen. 30 As for me, this mystery 
has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than anyone else alive, 
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but so that Your Majesty may know the interpretation and that you may understand 
what went through your mind… 
 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and 
ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. 47 The king said to Daniel, 
“Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, 
for you were able to reveal this mystery.” 
48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He 
made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its 
wise men. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself 
remained at the royal court. 
 
HYMN:  CW #94 (Vs 1-2):                            O Jesus, King of Glory  
 

O Jesus, King of glory, Both David's Lord and son!   
Your rule endures forever; In heaven is your throne.   
Help that in earth's dominions, From pole to farthest pole,   
Your reign may spread salvation To each benighted soul.   
  
The eastern Magi, coming Their gifts of love to bring,   
Bear witness to your glory And worship you, their King.   
To you the star is pointing And the prophetic Word;  
 So joyously we hail you: Our Savior and our Lord. 
 
Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Messiah was to be born.5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 
this is what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 
him.” 
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9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route. 
 
HYMN:   CW #83 (Vs 1-3):                  As with Gladness Men of Old 
 

As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold,  
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright,  
So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore your foll'wers be.  
 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to your lowly bed,  
There to bend the knee before You whom heav'n and earth adore,  
So may we with willing feet Ever seek your mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare At your cradle, rude and bare,  
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin's alloy,  
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heav'nly King. 
 
Reading: Matthew 2:13-15  
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 
HYMN:                 Lonely Travelers from the Stable 

                          Tune CW#35 “Of The Father’s Love Begotten” 
 
Lonely travelers from the stable 
Out beneath the hard blue sky 
Journeying wandering, hoping, praying 
For the safety of their child 
While our mother Rachel's weeping 
Fills the streets of Bethlehem. 
Kyrie eleison.  
 



 6 

Warned by angels, moved to save him 
Who was born our kind to save, 
Joseph leads his holy family 
Far from Herod and harm's way. 
Mary shielding and consoling 
Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
Kyrie eleison.  
 
True the tale of flight and exile. 
Out of Egypt comes God's Son. 
Angels tell of Herod's dying. 
All is ended, all begun. 
Jesus will grow up in Nazareth 
And the world will all be stunned. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 

Thanksgiving 
The Offering 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 

 
The Prayer of the Church (page 124) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

M:   Triune God, listen to us according to your wisdom as we also pray: 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
They will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;  
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Blessing 

 

M: May God, who led the Magi by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light 
from Light, lead you to your Lord. May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the 
Only-begotten at his baptism in the Jordan River, pour out his Spirit on you who have 
life from these baptismal waters. May God, by the power that turned water into wine 
at the wedding feast of Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. And 
the blessing of God Almighty – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you forever.  
 
C: Amen                
 

 
HYMN:   CW #79 (1,5):               How Lovely Shines The Morning Star 
 

How lovely shines the Morning Star!  
The nations see and hail afar. The light in Judah shining.  
 O David's Son of Jacob's race, My Bridegroom and my King of grace,  
 For you my heart is pining.   
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, O victorious Prince of graces,   
Filling all the heav'nly places. 
 
Lift up the voice and strike the string,  
Let all glad sounds of music ring, In God's high praises blended.   
Christ will be with me all the way, Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day   
Till trav'ling days are ended.   
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, O victorious Chosen nation;   
Praise the God of your salvation.   


