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Serving the Portland Area with 
the Means of Grace and as a 

family of believers for over 110 
years… as a church, school, 

preschool, mission, and ministry. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 

Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 
.>S 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
April 7, 2024 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 
to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 

 



 2 

OPENING HYMN:                                                            CW21 Blue 445 (1-4) “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 
 

He's risen, he's risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;  
He opened death's prison, the incarnate Word.  
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song  
And earth, sea, and mountain - the praises prolong.    
 
The Foe was triumphant when on Calvary  
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.  
In Satan's domain did the hosts shout and jeer,  
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
 
But short was their triumph; The Savior arose,  
And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes.  
The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high;  
He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die.  
 
Oh, where is your sting, Death? We fear you no more;  
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden's door.  
For all our transgressions his blood does atone;  
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own. 
 

INVOCATION 
M: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 

CONFESSION 
 

M:  Blessed is the one who transgressions are forgiven and whose sins are 
covered.            

C: Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
                                                                                                -- Psalm 32:1&2 

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C:   Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost 

sheep.  We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  We have done 
those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those 
things that we should have done.  Have mercy on us, Lord!  Spare us, forgive 
us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
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THE ABSOLUTION 
M:  God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins.  He sent his Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior.  Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by 
his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the 

 grave.  We have peace with God now and forever! 
 

C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me.  I thank you for 
the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Through him you have 
rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness.  
“Rejoice in the LORD and celebrate, all you righteous, and shout joyfully, all 
you upright in heart.”                                                                                         Psalm 32:11 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
M:  O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your 

word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our 
fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen  
THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON                            1 John 1:1-4 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have observed and our hands have touched regarding the Word 
of Life— 2 the life appeared, and we have seen it. We testify and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We are proclaiming 
what we have seen and heard also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us. 
Our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We write these things to 
you so that our joy may be complete. 
 

THE VERSE OF THE DAY                                     Acts 18:9-10              
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!  
 

Congregation rises to say:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

 M: “Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking, and do not be silent. For I am with  
 you.”  Alleluia. 
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THE GOSPEL MOTET                              John 20:19-31   
 

A “motet” is a musical score that also includes spoken words.  It comes from the French 
language using the word “mot” which means “word”.   As the parts of today’s gospel lesson is 

read the congregation will sing the responses using CW Red #165: “O Sons and Daughters of 
the King” 

 

M: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
 

C:    O sons and daughters of the King, 
Whom heav'nly hosts in glory sing, 
Today the grave has lost its sting! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

M: On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord. Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven."  

 

C:  That night th' apostles met in fear; 
Among them came their Lord most dear 
And said: "Peace be unto you here." 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

M:  Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" 
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe 
it."  

C:  When Thomas afterwards had heard 
That Jesus had fulfilled his word, 
He doubted if it were the Lord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

M: A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe."  
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C: "Thomas, behold my side," said he, 
"My hands, my feet, my body see; 
And doubt not, but believe in me." 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

M: Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Then Jesus told him, "Because 
you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed."  

 

C:  No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
"You are my Lord and God," he cried. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Blessed are they that have not seen  
And yet whose faith has constant been; 
In life eternal they shall reign. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

M: Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 
 

C:  On this most holy day of days  
To God your hearts and voices raise 
In laud and jubilee and praise. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
THE SERMON           Luke 24:13-36 
 

13 Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about all of these 
things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing this, Jesus 
himself approached and began to walk along with them. 16 But their eyes were kept 
from recognizing him. 17 He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk 
along?” Saddened, they stopped. 
18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked them. 
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They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet, 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our 
rulers handed him over to be condemned to death. And they crucified him. 21 But we 
were hoping that he was going to redeem Israel. Not only that, but besides all this, it 
is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Also some women of our group 
amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning. 23 When they did not find his 
body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said 
that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb. They found it 
just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and to enter 
his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them 
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
28 As they approached the village where they were going, he acted as if he were 
going to travel farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is 
almost evening, and the day is almost over.” 
So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he reclined at the table with them, he took 
the bread, blessed it, broke it, and began giving it to them. 31 Suddenly their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him. Then he vanished from their sight. 32 They 
said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was speaking to 
us along the road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up 
that very hour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those who 
were with them assembled together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord really has been 
raised! He has appeared to Simon.” 35 They themselves described what had happened 
along the road, and how they recognized him when he broke the bread. 36 As they 
were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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THANKSGIVING 
 
THE OFFERING 
An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

M: Heavenly Father, Your Son is the firstborn from the dead. In Him, we have 
been reborn into a new and living hope. Nurture us with the pure milk of Your 
Word, that we may grow to maturity of faith and have everlasting life. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: Grant to pastor and teachers the gift of the Spirit, wisdom that comes down 
from above, and grace to faithfully fulfill their holy calling where You have 
placed them. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: As Your people are united in the common life and love of our Savior, grant 
that we would share that life and love with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: Build up the households of Your people, that Your holy children, begotten in 
Baptism, may grow in Your grace and share together in Your forgiveness and 
life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: You have instituted authorities to carry out Your justice. Bless all who make, 
administer and judge the laws of our land. Give them wisdom, integrity and 
honor to serve according to Your good will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: As Your Son’s presence brought gladness and peace to the troubled disciples, 
give Your presence and comfort to the troubled and sorrowful in our midst 
[especially _____________]. Comfort and strengthen those in need with the 
blessed joy of Easter. Lord, in Your mercy,  

 

C: hear our prayer. 
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M: Heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your grace, for the sake of Your 
Son, You have given us these Means of Grace that through them we may have 
comfort and the forgiveness of sin. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
heartily believe the Gospel, so that by Word and Sacrament you establish our 
faith day by day, until at last we obtain eternal salvation; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:                       CW21 Blue 452 (1-3,5) “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

The strife is o'er, the battle done;  
Now is the victor's triumph won;  
Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia!  
 

The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions has dispersed. 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 
 

The three sad days are quickly sped; 
he rises glorious from the dead. 
All glory to our risen Head. Alleluia! 
 

By your deep wounds, O risen King 
Come set us free from death’s sharp sting, 
That we may live and ever sing: Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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