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Serving the Portland Area with 
the Means of Grace and as a 

family of believers for over 110 
years… as a church, school, 

preschool, mission, and ministry. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 

Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 
.>S 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
April 28, 2024 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 
to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 
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OPENING HYMN         CW21 # Blue 614 (1-2,4) “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,   
Most blessed, most glorious, O Ancient of Days,   
Almighty, victorious, your great name we praise!   
  

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,   
Not wanting nor wasting, you rule in your might,   
Your justice like mountains high soaring above,   
Your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.   
  

 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,   
Your angels adore you, all veiling their sight.   
Our praises we render; oh, lead us to see   
The light of your splendor, your love's majesty!    
 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

M: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
C: O Lord, who could stand? 
   

M: But with you there is forgiveness; 
C: therefore you are feared. 
   

 Silence for reflection and self-examination  
 

M: Holy and merciful Father, 
C: I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.   

ABSOLUTION 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:     Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

M:   For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 
us in your tender care. 

C:  Amen. 
COME OH, COME LET US SING TO THE LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us   
love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many 
changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of 
heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON:                   Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! declares 
the LORD.2 Therefore, this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says about the 
shepherds who shepherd my people. You have scattered my flock. You have driven 
them away. You have not taken care of them, but I will certainly take care of you, 
because of the evil things you have done, declares the LORD. 3 I will gather what is left 
of my flock  out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them 
back to their pastures. They will be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them. They will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will 
any be missing, declares the LORD. 5 Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, who will reign wisely as king and 
establish justice and righteousness on earth. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and 
Israel will dwell securely. This is his name by which he will be called:  The LORD Our 
Righteousness. 
 

THE PSALM:                 Psalm 67D 
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THE GOSPEL LESSON:                                   John 10:22-30 
 

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there 
gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.”25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. 
The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe 
because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no 
one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty maker of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY                                                  CW21 Blue #510: In Christ Alone 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 

My Comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
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In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save. 
‘Til on the cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied. 
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;  
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand; 
‘Til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I stand. 

 
THE SERMON                     Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

THE OFFERING 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the 
benefit of the Church.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
they will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread: and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

M:  Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.    
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

Thank you for honoring our practice of "close" communion.  The Bible teaches that 
participating in the Lord's Supper is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor. 10:17).  
We lovingly ask, therefore, that before joining in this, the highest act of fellowship, a unity 
of faith based on the Bible be established through membership in the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are most eager for you to join us in the unity of faith and 
confession we enjoy.   
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW21 Blue #573: Jesus Your Blood and Righteousness 
 

 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING & THE  BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 
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THE HYMN                                            CW21 Blue #524: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” 
     
     

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
The Lord, our Savior, reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When He has purged our stains, 
He took his seat above; 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
Rejoice in glorious hope! 
Our Lord and judge shall come 
And take His servants up 
To their eternal home: 
Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
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