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Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For almost 110 years…                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                           Principal Justin Eternick 
As a Mission                                                                    920.988.1999 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries             503.312.4230 – call /text                                                                                                                                 
        

Welcome!    Easter 5, May 2nd, 2021 

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise.   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

                          everyone who believes in him. 
 
 

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and 
Sacraments to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share 
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”   

     2 Peter 3:18 
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INVOCATION 
M: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                                                     CW #239 (1) “Glory Be To God The Father” 

Glory be to God the Father,  Glory be to God the Son,   
Glory be to God the Spirit,  Great Jehovah, Three in One!   
Glory, glory While eternal ages run!   
 

CONFESSION 
M:  “Fellow believers, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by  

God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through 
him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s 
deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put 
him to death by nailing him to the cross.  But God raised him from the 
dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on him… Therefore, be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”              Acts 2:22-24,36 

 

C: “What shall I do?”  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit 
and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,    
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake! 

 

M: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins… The promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”                 Acts 2:38-39 

 

HYMN:                                                                     CW #239 (2) “Glory Be To God The Father” 

Glory be to him who loved us,  Washed us from each spot and stain;   
Glory be to him who bought us,  Made us kings with him to reign!   
Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain!   
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:     God is light. In him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship 
with him but still walk in darkness, we are lying and do not put the truth into 
practice.  But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses 
us from all sin.                                                                                                        John 1:5-7  
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HYMN:                                                                 CW #239 (3-4) “Glory Be To God The Father”   
Glory to the King of angels,  Glory to the Church's King,   
Glory to the King of nations;  Heav'n and earth, your praises bring!   
Glory, glory To the King of glory sing!   
 

Glory, blessing, praise eternal!  Thus the choir of angels sings;   
Honor, riches, pow'r, dominion!  Thus its praise creation brings.   
Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings!  
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M:   O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the 

despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people 
gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON                                                Acts 8:26-40 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met 
an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Candace 
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to 
worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah 
the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so 
he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can 
speak of his descendants?  For his life was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself 
or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told 
him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to 
some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of 
my being baptized?” [37]  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip 
and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the 
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, 
appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he 
reached Caesarea.                       
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                         PSALM 67 (PAGE 91) 

 

SECOND LESSON                                           Romans 10:9-15 
 

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are 
saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is 
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.”14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not 
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And  
how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!” 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY               Isaiah 52:7 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of a herald, who proclaims peace and preaches good news, 
who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God is king!”. Alleluia. 

 
Please rise for the reading of the Gospel 
 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                          John 15:1-8 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.5 “I am the vine; 
you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
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THE CONFESSION OF FAITH  
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:          CWS #736 (1,4-6): “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”  
 

All Christians who have been baptized, Who know the God of heaven,  
And in whose daily life is prized The name of Christ once given:  
Consider now what God has done, The gifts he gives to ev’ryone  
Baptized into Christ Jesus!  
 

In Baptism we now put on Christ— Our shame is fully covered  
With all that he once sacrificed, And freely for us suffered.  
For here the flood of his own blood Now makes us holy, right, and good  
Before our heav’nly Father.  
 

O Christian, firmly hold this gift And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift, In all that you endeavor.  
When nothing else revives your soul, Your baptism stands and makes you whole  
And then in death completes you.  
  
So use it well! You are made new— In Christ a new creation!  
As faithful Christians live and do, Within your own vocation,  
Until that day when you possess His glorious robe of righteousness  
Bestowed on you forever! 
 

THE SERMON 
 ACTS 8:26-40 
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HYMN:                                               CW #562: “I Love To Tell The Story”  
 

I love to tell the story Of unseen things above,   
Of Jesus and his glory, Of Jesus and his love.   
I love to tell the story Because I know it's true;   
It satisfies my longings As nothing else can do.   
I love to tell the story; 'Twill be my theme in glory   
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and his love.   
 

I love to tell the story, For those who know it best   
Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest.   
And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song,   
'Twill be the old, old story That I have loved so long.   
I love to tell the story; 'Twill be my theme in glory   
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and his love.   
 

 

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 
THE OFFERING 
 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  

Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                                                           Facing A Task Unfinished 
                          Keith & Kristin Getty 

                                 Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822  
                                    Lyrics Displayed On Screen 
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