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Serving the Portland Area with 

the Means of Grace and as a 
family of believers for over 110 

years… as a church, school, 
preschool, mission, and ministry. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Sreet, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 

Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 
.>S 

EASTER 5 – Using God’s Gift of Time 
May 7th, 2023 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 
to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 
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OPENING HYMN                                                                  CW21 Blue #803: “Day by Day” 
Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,   
Bringing comfort to my anxious soul.   
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me   
Draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal.   
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,   
Brings to naught the burdens of my quest;   
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,   
Where, at last, I’ll find eternal rest.   
  

Day by day, I know you will provide me   
Strength to serve and wisdom to obey;   
I will seek your loving will to guide me   
O’er the paths I struggle day by day.   
I will fear no evil of the morrow;   
I will trust in your enduring grace.   
Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow;   
Till in glory I behold your face.   
  

Oh, what joy to know that you are near me   
When my burdens grow too great to bear;   
Oh, what joy to know that you will hear me   
When I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.   
Day by day, no matter what betide me,   
You will hold me ever in your hand.   
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,  
I will reach at last the promised land. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 

CONFESSION 
 

M:  Blessed is the one who transgressions are forgiven and whose sins are  
covered.    
         

C: Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them.     
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep.  We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  We have done 
those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those 
things that we should have done.  O Lord have mercy on us!  
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ABSOLUTION 

M:     This is the message we heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light.  
C: In him there is no darkness at all. 
 

M: If we say we have fellowship with him but still walk in darkness, we are lying 
and do not put the truth into practice.  

 

C: But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 

                                                                                                                                             – 1 John 1:5-7 
 

M: Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:  I forgive you all your sins in 
 the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:  Amen. 
 

COME OH, COME LET US SING TO THE LORD 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love 

you with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, 
and keep us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                 Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2 

    a time to be born and a time to die, 
    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3 

    a time to kill and a time to heal, 
    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4 

    a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5 

    a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6 

    a time to search and a time to give up, 
    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7 

    a time to tear and a time to mend, 
    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8 

    a time to love and a time to hate, 
    a time for war and a time for peace. 
 
HYMN:                                CW#21 Blue 576 (1-2): Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound  
 

Amazing grace --how sweet the sound  
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found,  
Was blind but now I see.  
 

The Lord has promised good to me;  
His Word my hope secures.  
He will my shield and portion be  
As long as life endures.  
 
        

 



 5 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                      2 Peter 3:8-14 
 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it 
will be laid bare. 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and 
speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, 
and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are 
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 
14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be 
found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
 
HYMN:                                CW#21 Blue 576 (3-4): Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound  
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
I have already come; 
 'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,  
And grace will lead me home.  
 

When we've been there ten thousand years,  
Bright shining as the sun,  
We've no less days to sing God's praise  
Than when we'd first begun. 
 
THE GOSPEL LESSON                                      Mark 13:28-33 
28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its 
leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see these 
things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I tell you, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time 
will come. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                        CW21 Blue #820: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

O God, our help in ages past,  
Our hope for years to come,  
Our shelter from the stormy blast,  
And our eternal home.  
 

Under the shadow of your throne  
Your saints have dwelt secure;  
Sufficient is your arm alone,  
And our defense is sure.  
 

Before the hills in order stood  
Or earth received its frame,  
From everlasting you are God,  
To endless years the same.  
 

A thousand ages in your sight  
Are like an evening gone,  
Short as the watch that ends the night  
Before the rising sun.  
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  
Soon bears us all away;  
We fly, forgotten, as a dream  
Dies at the op'ning day.  
 

O God, our help in ages past,  
Our hope for years to come,  
Still be our guard while troubles last  
And our eternal home! 
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SERMON                          2 Peter 3:8-14 
 

OUR THANKSGIVING 
THE OFFERING          
 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   & THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

THE BLESSING         

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                               Jesus, King of Angels 
   Imported: Fernando Oretga 

Jesus, King of angels, Heaven's light 
Shine Your face upon this house tonight 
Let no evil come into my dreams 
Light of Heaven keep me in Your peace 
 

Remind me how You made dark spirits flee 
And spoke Your power to the raging sea 
And spoke Your mercy to a sinful man 
Remind me Jesus, this is what I am 
 

The universe is vast beyond the stars 
But You are mindful when the sparrow falls 
And mindful of the anxious thoughts 
That find me, surround me and bind me 
 

With all my heart I love You, Sovereign Lord 
Tomorrow let me love You even more 
And rise to speak the goodness of Your name 
Until I close my eyes and sleep again 
 

The universe is vast beyond the stars 
But You are mindful when the sparrow falls 
And mindful of the anxious thoughts 
That find me, surround me and bind me 
 

Jesus, King of angels, Heaven's light 
Hold my hand and keep me through this night.  


