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The First Sunday after the Epiphany /
The Baptism of our Lord - January 10th, 2021

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...”
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for compromise.
The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life forever. We
accept the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that our only Savior
is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, died, and was
buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for
everyone who believes in him.

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...”
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years by
faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word. We
believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments to
bring souls into his care. This is a message that we share here and around
the world through our affiliation with the WELS.

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…”
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the truth
of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in faith and
lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and praise. “But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

OPENING S ONG

Fernando Ortega
Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822
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M:
C:
M:

INVOCATION
In the name of the Triune God, the Father,  Son and Holy Spirit, to whom all
hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden.
Amen.
CONFESSION
Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Silence for personal confession
C:

O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness,
come to my relief. Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one
living is righteous before you. Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. Do
not hide your face from me, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way
I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Teach me to do your will, for you are
my God.

M:

Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”
His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do
you believe this
Yes, I believe!

C:

THE ABSOLUTION
M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured
that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:

I lift up my eyes to the mountains. Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot stumble. He who watches over you will not slumber.
Yes, he who watches over Israel will not slumber. He will not sleep.
The LORD watches over you. The LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
The LORD will watch to keep you from all harm. He will watch over your life.
The LORD will watch over your going and your coming from now to eternity.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized
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into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of
everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
THE WORD
1 Peter 2:9-12

FIRST LESSON
9 But

you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who are
God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 At one time you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but now you
have been shown mercy.11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and temporary residents
in the world, to abstain from the desires of the sinful flesh, which war against your
soul. 12 Live an honorable life among the Gentiles so that even though they slander
you as evildoers, when they observe your noble deeds, they may glorify God on the
day he visits us.
Matthew 1:7

THE VERSE OF THE DAY:

Alleluia! “So altogether there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David,
fourteen generations from David to the Babylonian exile, and fourteen generations
from the Babylonian exile to Christ.” Alleluia!
Alleluia

SONG

Chris Tomlin
Featuring Lauren Daigle & Leslie Jordan
Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822

Please rise for the reading of the Gospel

GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 3:13-17
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan. 14 But John tried
to stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?”
15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John let him. 16 After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went
up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him! He saw the Spirit of
God, descending like a dove and landing on him, 17 and a voice out of the heavens
said, “This is my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with him.”

HYMN OF THE DAY

CWS #750 (1,3,6): Christ, the Word of God Incarnate

Christ, the Word of God incarnate, Lord and Son of Abraham;
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Christ, the radiance of the Father, Perfect God, the great I Am;
Christ, the Light, you shine unvanquished, Light and life you bring to all;
Light our path with your own presence, Grant us grace to heed your call.
Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant From the stump of Jesse’s tree;
Christ, true vine, you nurture branches To bear fruit abundantly.
Graft us into you, O Savior; Prune our hearts so we remain
Fruitful branches in your vineyard Till eternal life we gain.
Christ, the Alpha and Omega; Christ, the firstborn from the dead;
Christ, the life and resurrection; Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit And to you eternally.
SERMON
Ruth 1-19a
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the
country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from
Bethlehem,Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s
husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one
named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both
Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.
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When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by
providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from
there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and
set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.
8
Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s
home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead
husbands and to me. 9 May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of
another husband.”
Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back
with you to your people.”
11
But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I
going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my
daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope
for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 13 would you wait
until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more
bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has turned against me!”
4

14

At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth
clung to her.
15
“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go
back with her.”
16
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I
will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my
God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be
it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that
Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 19 So the two women went
on until they came to Bethlehem.

Please rise following the sermon to sing:
HYMN:

CW #47 (1,4) “Behold A Branch Is Growing”

Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace,
As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse's race
And bears one little flow'r
In midst of coldest winter, At deepest midnight hour.
This flow'r, so small and tender, With fragrance fills the air;
His brightness ends the darkness That kept the earth in fear.
True God and yet true man,
He came to save his people, From earth's dark night of sin.

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
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An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD ’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT OF H OLY COMMUNION
PREFACE
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord who has called us to be his own that we may live under him in his kingdom and
serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread: and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

THE DISTRIBUTION
Thank you for honoring our practice of "close" communion. The Bible teaches that participating in the
Lord's Supper is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor. 10:17). We lovingly ask, therefore, that
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before joining in this, the highest act of fellowship, a unity of faith based on the Bible be established
through membership in this congregation or in a sister congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are most eager for you to join us in the unity of faith and confession we
enjoy. If you would like to discuss "close" communion or any other spiritual matter with the pastor, please
indicate this on the Friendship Register.

THE BLESSING
HYMN

LAPPY page 98: “God Will Take Care of You”

Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you;
Beneath His wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.

Refrain:
God will take care of you,
Through every day, o’er all the way;
He will take care of you,
God will take care of you.
Through days of toil when heart doth fail,
God will take care of you;
When dangers fierce your path assail,
God will take care of you.

Refrain
All you may need He will provide,
God will take care of you;
Nothing you ask will be denied,
God will take care of you.

Refrain
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