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Serving the Portland Area with 
the Means of Grace and as a 

family of believers for over 110 
years… as a church, school, 

preschool, mission, and ministry. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 

Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
January 28th, 2024 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 
to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 
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OPENING HYMN:                                           CW21 Blue 512: All Hail the Power Jesus’ Name     

All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall;  
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all.  
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all. 
 

Crown Him, ye martyrs of your God, who from His altar call; 
Extol the Stem of Jesse's Rod, and crown Him Lord of all. 
Extol the Stem of Jesse's Rod, and crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, And crown Him Lord of all, 
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Ye Gentile Sinners, ne’er forget, The wormwood and the gall, 
Go spread your trophies at His feet, And crown Him Lord of all, 
Go spread your trophies at His feet, And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball, 
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all, 
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

O that with yonder sacred throng, We at His feet may fall, 
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all! 

 

CONFESSION 
 

 

M: I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
C: Let us go to the house of the LORD. 
 

M:  Blessed is the one who transgressions are forgiven and whose sins are 
covered.            

C: Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
             -- Psalm 32:1&2 

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C:   Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost 

sheep.  We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  We have done 
those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those 
things that we should have done.  Have mercy on us, Lord!  Spare us, forgive 
us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
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THE ABSOLUTION 

M:  God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins.  He sent his Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior.  Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by 
his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the 
grave.  We have peace with God now and forever! “Rejoice in the LORD and 
celebrate, all you righteous, and shout joyfully, all you upright in heart.”  
(Psalm 32:11) 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see 
and our ears to hear. Help us to believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and 
do the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                              CW21 Blue #519: There Is a Redeemer 
 

There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God’s own Son,   
Precious Lamb of God,  
Messiah, Holy One.  
Thank, you, O my Father,  
for giving us your Son   
and leaving your Spirit till. 
 

Jesus, my Redeemer,  
Name above all names,   
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,  
Hope for sinners slain.  
Thank, you, O my Father,  
for giving us your Son   
and leaving your Spirit till  
the work on earth is done.  
 

When I stand in glory, 
 I will see his face;   
There I’ll serve my King forever  
In that holy place.  
Thank, you, O my Father,  
for giving us your Son  
and leaving your Spirit till  
the work on earth is done. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON                    Deuteronomy 18:15-20 (EHV) 
 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
your brother Israelites. Listen to him. 
16 That is exactly what you asked from the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly. You said, “Do not let me hear the voice of the LORD my God anymore, and 
do not let me see this great fire again, or I will die.” 
17 Then the LORD said to me, “They have done well by saying what they said. 18 I will 
raise up a prophet for them from among their brothers, like you, and I will put my 
words in his mouth, and he will speak to them everything that I command 
him. 19 Anyone who will not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I 
myself will call him to account. 20 Any prophet who presumes to speak something in 
my name that I have not commanded him to speak or who speaks something in the 
name of other gods—that prophet shall die.” 
 

 

THE PSALM  
 

Congregation: 
 
 

 

 

 

Cantor 
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Congregation: 
 
 

 

 

 

Cantor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                           Mark 1:21-28 (EHV) 
 

21 Then they went into Capernaum. On the next Sabbath day, Jesus went into the 
synagogue and began to teach. 22 They were amazed at his teaching, because he was 
teaching them as one who has authority and not as the experts in the law. 23 Just 
then there was a man with an unclean spirit in their synagogue. It cried out, 24 “What 
do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are—the Holy One of God!” 
25 Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” 
26 The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, and after crying out with a loud 
voice, it came out of him. 27 Everyone was so amazed that they began to discuss this 
with each other. They said, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He even 
commands the unclean spirits, and they obey him!” 28 News about him spread quickly 
through all the region of Galilee. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:          CW21 Blue #517: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
 
 

Praise the one who breaks the darkness  
With a liberating light;  
Praise the one who frees the pris'ners,  
Turning blindness into sight.  
Praise the one who preached the gospel,  
Healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 Calming storms and feeding thousands  
With the Father's word of peace.  
 

Praise the one who blessed the children  
With a strong, yet gentle, word;  
Praise the one who drove out demons  
With the piercing, two-edged sword.  
Praise the one who brings cool water  
To the desert's burning sand;  
From this well comes living water,  
Quenching thirst in ev'ry land.  
 

Let us praise the Word incarnate,  
Christ, who suffered in our place;  
Jesus died and rose victorious  
That we may know God by grace.  
Let us sing for joy and gladness,  
Seeing what our God has done; 
 Let us praise the true Redeemer,  
Praise the one who makes us one. 
 
SERMON                                      MARK 1:21-28  
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THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING 
 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  

Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PREFACE 
 

M:   The Lord be with you. 
C:    And also with you. 
M:   Lift up your hearts.                                                              
C:    We lift them up unto the Lord. 
M:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:    It is good and right so to do 
 

M:   It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you  
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord who has called us to be his own that we may live under him in 
his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                          CW21 Blue #537 (1): Word of God, Come Down on Earth 
 

Word of God, come down on earth, 
living rain from heaven descending; 
touch our hearts and bring to birth 
faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere you; 
Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread: and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this   
is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”     

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                          CW21 Blue #537 (2): Word of God, Come Down on Earth 
 

Word eternal, throned on high, 
Word that brought to life creation, 
Word that came from heaven to die, 
crucified for our salvation, 
saving Word, the world restoring, 
speak to us, your love outpouring. 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
Thank you for honoring our practice of "close" communion.  The Bible teaches that participating in the 
Lord's Supper is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor. 10:17).  We lovingly ask, therefore, that 
before joining in this, the highest act of fellowship, a unity of faith based on the Bible be established 
through membership in this congregation or in a sister congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod.  We are most eager for you to join us in the unity of faith and confession we enjoy.  

 

 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS                          
Imported Music 
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THE BENEDICTION 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
 

CLOSING HYMN:                                                 CW #314 “O Living Bread From Heaven”     
 

              (Tune AURELIA – CW #538 “The Church’s On Foundation”) 
 

O living Bread from heaven, How well you feed your guest!  
The gifts that you have given Have filled my heart with rest.  
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, Oh, cup that heals our woes!  
My heart, this gift possessing, With praises overflows.  
 
My Lord, you here have led me Within your holiest place  
And here have kindly fed me With treasures of your grace,  
For you have freely given What earth could never buy,  
The bread of life from heaven, That now I shall not die.  
 
You gave me all I wanted -This food can death destroy  
And you have freely granted The cup of endless joy.  
My Lord, I do not merit The favor you have shown,  
And all my soul and spirit Bow down before your throne. 
 
Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened With heav'nly food, while here  
My course on earth is lengthened, To serve with holy fear.  
And when you call my spirit To leave this world below,  
I enter, through your merit, Where joys unmingled flow. 
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