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Serving the Portland Area with 

the Means of Grace and as a 
family of believers for over 110 

years… as a church, school, 
preschool, mission, and ministry. 

 
 

 
 

 
Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 

School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 
Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 

 

Pentecost 15 – September 18th, 2022  
Welcome!   
 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for compromise.   

   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life forever.  We  
   accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that our only Savior is 

Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, died, and was buried 
but rose again to open the door to heaven for everyone who believes in him. 

 
 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years by 

faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  We believe 
that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments to bring souls 
into his care.  This is a message that we share here and around the world 
through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 

 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the truth    
  of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in faith and   
  lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and praise. “But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him 
be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  II Peter 3:18 
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INVOCATION 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C:   Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION 
M:  Oh, how I love your law! 
 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 
 

M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
 

C:   for they are ever with me.     
 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
 

C: for I meditate on your statutes. 
 

M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!                                           (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, 

 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
                   (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 

 

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn 
it. For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his 
forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The 
Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the 
cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Lord, keep your household, the Church, in continual godliness and set us free 
from all adversities that, under your protection, we may serve you with true 
devotion and holy deeds; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                    1 Kings 19:3-12 
3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his 
servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to 
a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had 
enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” 5 Then he 
lay down under the bush and fell asleep. All at once an angel touched him and said, 
“Get up and eat.” 6 He looked around, and there by his head was some bread baked 
over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. 
7 The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get up 
and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate and drank. 
Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 
And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have 
rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with 
the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for 
the LORD is about to pass by.” 
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks 
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  
 
 

GRACE LUTHERAN SCHOOL                                                         “Here I Stand” 
 

Here I stand- In worship before God’s throne 
Here I stand - His child by His grace alone 
The cross of Christ before me 
As I praise His name on high 
Here I stand 
On the rock of Jesus Christ 
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The grace of God surrounds me 
His goodness and His love 
Through faith alone in Jesus  
I’ll live with Him above 
God’s Word is pure and holy 
His truth has made me free 
Here I stand in new life He’s given me 
 

Here I stand - In worship before God’s throne 
Here I  stand - His child by His grace alone 
The cross of Christ before me 
As I praise His name on high 
Here I stand 
On the rock of Jesus Christ 
 

GOSPEL                                            John 10:1-16  
 

“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the door 
is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the 
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When 
he has brought out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger, but will run away 
from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this 
illustration in speaking to the people, but they did not understand what he was 
telling them. 
7 So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I am the door for the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I 
am the door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. 10 “A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired man, who is not a shepherd, does not 
own the sheep. He sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and runs away. Then the 
wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them. 13 Because he works for money, he does 
not care about the sheep. 
14 “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me 15 (just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father). And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I 
also have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd. 



 6 

HYMN                                                                    CW-BLUE #633: Speak, O Lord 
 
 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  
To receive the food of your Holy Word.  
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in your likeness  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All your purposes for your glory.  
                                            
 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
Holy reverence, true humility.  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
In the radiance of your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see  
Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow’r that can never fail,  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.  
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built  
And you fill the earth with your glory. 
 
THE SERMON                                                                      1 King 19:3-12 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

OUR THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING          
 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

M: Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us with 
peace today as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 
Guide our lives today as we see clearly the path you have laid out for us. Work 
in us today through your Spirit that our thoughts, words, and actions glorify 
you and serve our neighbor.  

C:  Fill us with the Word we have heard today and move us to believe it and live 
it.  

 

M: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Take 
away their fear of criticism and contention and make them bold to say what 
you say. Fill them with a love like yours and lead them to announce the 
forgiveness of sins as your free gift to us and all people.  

C: Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.  
 

M: Forgive us for the times we hear your Word but fail to live it in our lives. Break 
down the apathy that lurks in us and leads us to ignore eternal realities. 
Convict us with your law and then fill us so full of your gospel that we 
overflow with zeal to do your will. 

 

C: Give us thankful hearts to live and love with joy.  
 

M: Guard and guide us as we live in a society that despises what you say about 
marriage. Lead husbands and wives to love each other with commitment, 
respect, and patience. Move parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping 
their children close to Jesus even when their children grow up.  

C: Protect us from the evil that surrounds us; give us pure hearts and minds.  
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M: Provide your divine compass for those who govern us by making laws and 
setting policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from crime and 
aggression. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to care for 
those who cannot care for themselves.  

C: Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 
proclaimed. 

 

M: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 
Overcome unbelief and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 
good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.  

C: Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in your 
grace.  

 

Installation of GLS 2022-2023 staff.  Welcome of new members. 
 

M: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or 
mind. Fill eager minds with wisdom to discover new ways to treat disease and 
illness. Give patience and compassion to those who care for the sick and 
dying.    

  

Special prayer requests may be included here 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.   
 

M: Eternal Lord, you guide the world with your mighty power and love all people 
because your Son lived and died and rose again. Hear our prayers, spoken and 
in silence, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.  

C:   In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 



 9 

CLOSING HYMN                “Our High, Majestic God and Lord” 
Using tune CW21BLUE #640 

 

Our high, majestic God and Lord,  
 the heav'ns cannot contain you, 
And yet you tell us in your Word:  
"I dwell in you, sustain you." 
Though reason cannot see –  
this wondrous mystery 
Your Word our trust has won.   
Let this same grace be shown,  
Throughout all generations. 

 
So you, through all these many years –  
great grace to us have granted. 
Your glorious gospel filled our ears – 
through church and school here planted.  
So let it ever be-  
that we may ever see,  
Your perfect, boundless love,  
and reach your home above,  
With all your true believers. 

 
God's Word is our great heritage,  
and shall be ours forever; 
To spread its light from age to age –  
shall be our chief endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way; 
 in death it is our stay. 
Lord, grant while worlds endure,  
we keep its teachings pure – 
 throughout all generations. 
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