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Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For almost 110 years…                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                           Principal Justin Eternick 
As a Mission                                                                    920.988.1999 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries             503.312.4230 – call /text                                                                                                                                 
        

Welcome!    Pentecost 18, September 26th, 2021 

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise.   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified,                         
everyone who believes in him. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and 
Sacraments to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share 
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  2 Pt. 3:1 
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HYMN:      CW #336: Come unto Me, Ye Weary 
 

“Come unto me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.” 
O blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed! 
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace, 
Of joy that has no ending, Of love that cannot cease. 
 
“Come unto me, ye wand’rers, And I will give you light.” 
O loving voice of Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night! 
Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way; 
But thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of day. 
 
“Come unto me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.”  
O cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife! 
The foe is stern of eager; The fight is fierce and long; 
But thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong. 
 
“And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.” 
O patient love of Jesus, Which drive away our doubt, 
Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free, 
Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to thee! 

 
INVOCATION 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
CONFESSION 

M: Have mercy on me, O God,    according to your unfailing love; 
C: according to your great compassion    blot out my transgressions. 
M:  Wash away all my iniquityand cleanse me from my sin. 
C: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
M: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
C: Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
M: Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
C: you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
M: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
C: wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
M: Hide your face from my sins 
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C: and blot out all my iniquity. 
M: Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
M: Do not cast me from your presence 
C: or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
M: Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
C: and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 
SONG:                                                               Trisagion  
 

          Fernando Ortega 
                                 Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822  

                                                                                                    Lyrics Displayed On Screen 
 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M: “Come now, and let us reason together, says the LORD.  Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they will be as white as snow. Though they are as red as crimson, 
they will be like wool.”  In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even 
when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

C: Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us 
to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON                             Numbers 17:17-20; 26-30 

17 Moses sent them to scout the land of Canaan and said to them, “Go up this way 
through the Negev and go up into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like. See if 
the people who live in the land are strong or weak. See if they are few or many. 19 See 
if the land that they live in is good or bad. See what kind of cities they live in. See if 
the cities are camps or fortified places. 20 See what the land is like. See if the land is 
fertile or poor. See if there are trees in the land or not. Be courageous and bring back 
some of the fruit of the land.” This happened at the season of the first ripe grapes. 
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26 They came back to Moses, Aaron, and the entire community of the Israelites at 
Kadesh in the Wilderness of Paran. They brought back a report to them and to the 
entire community. They showed them some of the fruit of the land. 27 They reported 
to him and said, “We went to the land where you sent us. It really does flow with milk 
and honey, and here is its fruit. 28 However, the people who live in the land are 
strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. We also saw the descendants of 
Anak there. 29 The Amalekites are living in the land of the Negev. The Hittites, the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites are living in the hill country. The Canaanites are living by 
the sea and along the Jordan.” 
30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should go up now and 
take possession of it, because we can certainly conquer it!” 
 
HYMN:     CW #405 (1-2): Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink  
 

 

Oh, for a faith that will not shrink   
Though pressed by many a foe,   
That will not tremble on the brink   
Of poverty or woe.  
  
That will not murmur nor complain   
Beneath the chast'ning rod,   
But in the hour of grief or pain   
Can lean upon its God,   
  
THE SECOND LESSON                       Acts 13:16-19; 26-33a 

16 Then Paul stood up, motioned with his hand, and said, “Men of Israel and you who 
fear God, listen. 17 The God of the people of Israel chose our fathers and made them a 
great people during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with his uplifted arm, he led 
them out of it. 18 He put up with them  for about forty years in the wilderness. 19 Then 
he destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, and he gave their land to his 
people as an inheritance.  
26 “Gentlemen, brothers, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear 
God, this message of salvation has been sent to you. 27 The people of Jerusalem and 
their rulers did not recognize him, and by condemning him they fulfilled the 
statements of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no 
grounds for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they 
carried out everything that was written about him, they took him down from the 
cross[h] and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2013&version=EHV#fen-EHV-27383h
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days he was seen by those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. 
These same individuals are now his witnesses to the people. 
32 “We are preaching to you the good news about the promise that was made to our 
fathers. 33 God has fulfilled this promise for us, their children, by raising up Jesus.  
 
HYMN:    CW #405 (3-4): Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink  
 
 

A faith that shines more bright and clear   
When tempests rage without,  
That, when in danger, knows no fear,   
In darkness feels no doubt,   
 
That bears unmoved the world's dread frown  
Nor heeds its scornful smile,   
That sin's wild ocean cannot drown   
Nor Satan's arts beguile,   
 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                  Romans 1:16 

Alleluia !  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                     Matthew 15:21-28 
 

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite 
woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy 
on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 
23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her 
away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 
26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
master’s table.” 
28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. 
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HYMN:    CW #405 (5-6): Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink  
 

A faith that keeps the narrow way   
Till life's last spark is fled   
And with a pure and heav'nly ray   
Lights up the dying bed.   
  

Lord, give us such a faith as this,   
And then, whate'er may come,   
We'll taste e'en now the hallowed bliss   
Of an eternal home.   
 

SERMON                             Matthew 15:21-28 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING 
 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  

Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PREFACE 

M:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

M:  Lift up your hearts.                                                              
C:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:  It is good and right so to do 
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M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who 
has called us to be his own that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.   
 

HYMN:             CW #336 (1): Come unto Me, Ye Weary 
“Come unto me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.” 
O blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed! 
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace, 
Of joy that has no ending, Of love that cannot cease. 
 

 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
C: By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
 By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
 By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
 By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 
M: Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread: and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this   is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”     
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  Come now for all has been 
prepared. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION 
Thank you for honoring our practice of "close" communion.  The Bible teaches that participating in the 
Lord's Supper is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor. 10:17).  We lovingly ask, therefore, that 
before joining in this, the highest act of fellowship, a unity of faith based on the Bible be established 
through membership in this congregation or in a sister congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are most eager for you to join us in the unity of faith and confession we 
enjoy. If you would like to discuss "close" communion or any other spiritual matter with the pastor, please 
indicate this on the Friendship Register. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMN                            CW#419: If God Himself Be for Me 
 

If God himself be for me, I may a host defy;  
For when I pray, before me My foes, confounded, fly.  
If Christ, my head and master, Befriend me from above,  
What foe or what disaster Can drive me from his love? 
 
This I believe, yea rather, Of this I make my boast,  
That God is my dear Father, My friend who loves me most,  
And that, whate'er betide me, My Savior is at hand  
Through stormy seas to guide me And bring me safe to land. 
 
I build on this foundation: That Jesus and his blood  
Alone are my salvation, My true, eternal good.  
Without him all that pleases Is valueless on earth;  
The gifts I have from Jesus Alone have priceless worth. 
 
He canceled my offenses, Delivered me from death;  
He is the Lord who cleanses My soul from sin through faith.  
In him I can be cheerful, Courageous on my way;  
In him I am not fearful Of God's great Judgment Day. 
 
No sin can now condemn me Or set my hope aside.  
Now hell no more can claim me; Its fury I deride.  
No sentence now reproves me; No guilt destroys my peace,  
For Christ, my Savior, loves me And shields me with his grace. 
 
No danger, thirst, or hunger, No pain or poverty,  
No earthly tyrant's anger Shall ever vanquish me.  
Though earth should break asunder, You are my Savior true;  
No fire or sword or thunder Shall sever me from you. 
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My heart for joy is springing And can no more be sad,  
'Tis full of joy and singing, Sees only sunshine glad.  
The sun that cheers my spirit Is Jesus Christ, my King;  
The heav'n I shall inherit Makes me rejoice and sing 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                        CWS#765: “Day by Day” 
Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,   
Bringing comfort to my anxious soul.   
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me   
Draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal.   
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,   
Brings to naught the burdens of my quest;   
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,   
Where, at last, I’ll find eternal rest.   
  

Day by day, I know you will provide me   
Strength to serve and wisdom to obey;   
I will seek your loving will to guide me   
O’er the paths I struggle day by day.   
I will fear no evil of the morrow;   
I will trust in your enduring grace.   
Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow;   
Till in glory I behold your face.   
  

Oh, what joy to know that you are near me   
When my burdens grow too great to bear;   
Oh, what joy to know that you will hear me   
When I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.   
Day by day, no matter what betide me,   
You will hold me ever in your hand.   
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,  
I will reach at last the promised land. 
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