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Pentecost 9, August 2nd, 2020

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...”
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life
forever. We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified,
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for
everyone who believes in him.

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...”
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and
Sacraments to bring souls into his care. This is a message that we share
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS.

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…”
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever! Amen.”
2 Peter 3:18
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#365 “Love Divine, All Love Excelling”

HYMN OF THE DAY

Love divine, all love excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down,
Fix in us your humble dwelling, All your faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, you are all compassion, Boundless mercy from above.
Visit us with benediction; Comfort us with heav'nly love.
Take away our love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be.
End of faith as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.
We would ever seek your blessing, Serve you as your hosts above,
Pray and praise you without ceasing, Glory in your perfect love.
Sanctify your new creation; Pure and spotless let us be.
Let us trust your great salvation, Won for us on Calvary,
Till we lay our crowns before you, Till in heav'n we take our place,
Till in glory we adore you, Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

M:
C:

M:
C:
M:
C:

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION
Blessed is the one who transgressions are forgiven and whose sins are
covered.
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
-- Psalm 32:1&2
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like
lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts. We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We
have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not
done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in
Christ Jesus.
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THE ABSOLUTION
M:

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our
guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his
resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever!

C:

O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank
you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through
him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the
peace of forgiveness. “Rejoice in the LORD and celebrate, all you
righteous, and shout joyfully, all you upright in heart.”
Psalm 32:11

HYMN:

“I Will Sing Of My Redeemer”
Fernando Ortega
Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822
Lyrics Displayed On Screen

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything
that may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON
1 John 3:16-24
16
This is how we have come to know love: Jesus laid down his life for us. And
we also should lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 Whoever has worldly
wealth and sees his brother in need but closes his heart against him—how can
God’s love remain in him? 18 Dear children, let us love not only with word or
with our tongue, but also in action and truth. 19 This is how we know that we
are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our
hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
21
Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God. 22 We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his
commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. 23 This then is his command:
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that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and that we love one
another just as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps his commands
remains in God and God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We
know it from the Spirit, whom he has given to us.
THE VERSE OF THE DAY
Philippians 3:19
Alleluia! And being found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, which
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness that comes from God by faith. Alleluia!
THE GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 22:34-46
When they heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees met
together. One of them who was an expert in the law asked him a question,
trying to trap him. “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment of the Law?”
Jesus said to him, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. The
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets
depend[c] on these two commandments.” While the Pharisees were gathered
together, Jesus asked them a question: “What do you think about the Christ?
Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The Son of David.” He said to them,
“Then how can David in the Spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said to my
Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’? “So if
David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” No one was able to answer him a
word, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.

CW#600 “O Perfect Love”

HYMN:
O perfect Love, all human thought transcending,
Lowly we kneel in prayer before your throne
That yours may be a love which knows no ending,
With you forevermore united as one.
O perfect Life, be now our full assurance
Of tender charity and steadfast faith,
Of patient hope and quiet, brave endurance,
With childlike trust that fears no pain or death.
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Grant us the joy which brightens earthly sorrow;
Grant us the peace which calms all earthly strife
And to life’s day the glorious unknown morrow
That dawns upon eternal love and life.
Matthew 22:34-46

THE SERMON

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
THE OFFERING
An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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THE BENEDICTION
M:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
HYMN:

CW#490 “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”

Love in Christ is strong and living,
Binding faithful hearts in one;
Love in Christ is true and giving –
May his will in us be done!
Love is patient and forbearing,
Clothed in Christ's humility,
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring,
Reaching out in charity.
Love in Christ abides forever,
Fainting not when ills attend;
Love, forgiving and forgiven,
Shall endure until life's end.

6

7

