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Serving the Portland Area with 
the Means of Grace and as a 

family of believers for over 110 
years… as a church, school, 

preschool, mission, and ministry. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 

Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 
 

Pentecost 21 
October 22nd, 2023 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 
to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 
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The Opening Hymn                 CW21 Blue #609: We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer  
 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator!   
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring:   
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;   
We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.   
  
We worship you, God of our fathers; we bless you.   
Through trial and tempest our guide you have been;   
When perils o'ertake us, you will not forsake us,   
And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win.   
  
With voices united our praises we offer;  
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise!   
With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us; 
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!   
 

 

The Invocation 
 

M: In the name of the Father  
C: Who created us. 
M: And of the Son  
C: Who redeemed us. 
M: And of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Who sanctified us.   
M: The Triune God 
C:  Amen. 
 

The Confession of Sins 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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The Absolution 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 
 

The Hymn Response                                                      CW21 Blue #627: To God Be the Glory 
 

To God be the glory; great things he has done! 
So loved He the world that he gave us his Son, 
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 
And give him the glory --great things he has done! 
 
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 
But purer and higher and greater will be 
Our joy and our wonder when Jesus we see. 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 
And give him the glory --great things he has done! 
 
 

The Prayer of the Day 
M: Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes 

to see and our ears to hear.  Help us to believe what the Scriptures proclaim 
about him and do the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen.                 
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The Word 
The First Lesson:                                                               Acts 8:26-40 

Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) 
 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is an isolated area.) 27 So he got up and went. 
And there was a man, an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, Queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship. 28 He was on his way home, sitting in his chariot and reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 
29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go over there and stay close to that chariot.” 30 Philip ran up 
to it and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet. 
Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31 The man replied, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” And he invited 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32 Now the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading was this: 
He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his[a] humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who will talk about his generation? 

For his life is taken from the earth. 
34 The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet talking about—himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak. Starting with that very passage of 
Scripture, he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were traveling along the 
road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What is 
there to prevent me from being baptized?”[c] 
38 He ordered the chariot to stop. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into 
the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they stepped up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. The eunuch did not see him anymore, but went 
on his way rejoicing. 
40 Philip, however, found himself at Azotus. And as he went from place to place, he 
preached the gospel in all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Evangelical-Heritage-Version-EHV-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=EHV#fen-EHV-27202a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=EHV#fen-EHV-27205c
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The Psalm of the Day:                                       The Psalter - Psalm 28A 
Jacob Meyer will serve as Psalm Cantor 
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The Gospel Lesson:                                          John 3:1-17 
Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) 

 

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are 
doing unless God is with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 
5 Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God! 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. 
Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be surprised when I tell you that you 
must be born from above. 8 The wind blows where it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 
10 “You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these 
things? 11 Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we testify about what 
we have seen. But you people do not accept our testimony. 12 If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven, except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 
14 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  
 
The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Evangelical-Heritage-Version-EHV-Bible/
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The Hymn of the Day                                                                CW21 Blue #510: In Christ Alone 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 

My Comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save. 
‘Til on the cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied. 
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;  
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand; 
‘Til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I stand. 
 
The Sermon                                                                                 Mark 16:15-16 
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 
16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned. 

 

Thanksgiving 
The Offering 
 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 

The Prayer of the Church & The Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Preface  
 

M:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
M:  Lift up your hearts.                                                              
C:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:   It is good and right so to do. 
 
 

The Hymn Response            CW21 Blue #661 (1): Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord 
 

Draw near and take the body of your Lord, 
and drink the holy blood for you outpoured. 
Saved by his body and his holy blood, 
with souls refreshed we give our thanks to God. 
 
 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 
 

C: By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
 By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
 By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
 By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 
 

M: Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 
with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Hymn Response           CW21 Blue #661 (2): Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord 
 

Christ our Redeemer, God’s eternal Son, 
has by his cross and blood the vict’ry won. 
He gave his life for greatest and for least, 
himself the off’ring and himself the priest. 
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The Words of Institution 
 

M:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread: and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this   is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”    
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
The Hymn Response           CW21 Blue #661 (3): Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord 
 

Let us approach with faithful hearts sincere 
and take the pledges of salvation here. 
Christ, who in this life all the saints defends, 
gives all believers life that never ends. 
 

 

The Distribution 
 

Thank you for honoring our practice of "close" communion.  The Bible teaches that 
participating in the Lord's Supper is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor. 
10:17).  We lovingly ask, therefore, that before joining in this, the highest act of 
fellowship, a unity of faith based on the Bible be established through membership in 
this congregation or in a sister congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod.  We are most eager for you to join us in the unity of faith and confession we 
enjoy.  
 
Distribution songs imported -   Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822 
Reawaken Hymns: “And Can It Be”; “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”; “Near the Cross”;  
            “Pass Me Not” 
 
The Communion Blessing 
 
The Benediction 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn                                                                   CW21 Blue #584: Jesus Loves Me 
 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me he who died 
heaven's gate to open wide. 
He will wash away my sin, 
let his little child come in.  
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
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