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Serving the Portland Area with 

the Means of Grace and as a 
family of believers for over 110 

years… as a church, school, 
preschool, mission, and ministry. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 

Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 
 

The Third Sunday of Pentecost 
June 18, 2023 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 
to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 
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INVOCATION 

M: To the church of God, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his  
holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.   (1 Corinthians 1: 2-3) 

C: And also with you. 
 

HYMN                        CW21 Blue #854 (1): Church of God Elect and Glorious 
 

Sung to tune of CW #486 “Lord of Glory You Have Bought Us”                          HYFRYDOL 
 

Church of God, elect and glorious, Holy nation, chosen race; 
Called as God’s own special people, Royal priests and heirs of grace: 
Know the purpose of your calling. Show to all his mighty deeds; 
Tell of love that knows no limits, Grace that meets all human needs. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
 him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 

and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth, “sinful from the 
time my mother conceived me”.  In countless ways I have sinned against you 
and do not deserve to be called your child.  “Yet while we were still sinners and 
enemies of God Christ died for us.” But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 
mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 
away my guilt.   (Psalm 51:5; Romans 5) 

 

HYMN                        CW21 Blue #854 (2): Church of God Elect and Glorious 
 

Church of God, elect and holy, Be the people he intends; 
Strong in faith and swift to answer Each command your master sends: 
Royal priests, fulfill your calling Through your sacrifice and prayer; 
Give your lives in joyful service – Sing his praise, his love declare.  
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M: “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall 
be like wool” God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt 
forever.  You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according 
to his will. (Isaiah 1:18).   

C: Amen. 

https://www.esv.org/Is.%201%3A18/
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HYMN                        CW21 Blue #854 (3): Church of God Elect and Glorious 
 

Once you were an alien people, strangers to God's heart of love; 
but he brought you home in mercy, citizens of heaven above. 
Let his love flow out to others, let them feel a Father's care; 
that they too may know his welcome, and his countless blessings share. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:     Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for 
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our 
prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

M:   For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us 
in your tender care. 

C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN                        CW21 Blue #854 (4): Church of God Elect and Glorious 
 

Church of God, elect and holy, be the people he intends; 
strong in faith and swift to answer, each command your master sends: 
royal priests, fulfil your calling, through your sacrifice and prayer; 
give your lives in joyful service, sing his praise, his love declare. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M: O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be 

gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your 
commandments in all we say and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.                  
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The Word 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                             1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him 
as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I see a king for myself among his sons.” 
2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. 
You are to anoint for me the person that I point out to you.” 
4 So Samuel did what the LORD had told him to do and went to Bethlehem. Trembling 
with fear, the elders of the city came to meet him. They said, “Do you come in 
peace?” 
5 He said, “Yes, in peace. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, 
and come with me to the sacrifice.” He consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they had come, he looked at Eliab and said, “Certainly this is the LORD’s 
anointed.” 
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at how tall he is, 
because I have rejected him. For the LORD does not look at things the way man does. 
For man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
“The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 
9 Then Jesse had Shammah pass by. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this 
one either.” 
10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that all of the 
young men?” 
Jesse said, “There still is the youngest, but he is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him, for we cannot sit down to eat until he comes.” 
12 He sent for him and brought him in. David had red hair[a] and striking eyes, and was 
good-looking. The LORD said, “Get up! Anoint him, because this is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers. 
The Spirit of the LORD rushed on David with power from that day forward. After that 
Samuel set out and returned to Ramah. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A1-13&version=EHV#fen-EHV-7608a
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THE PSALM                                                                                        Psalm 34 
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THE SECOND LESSON                                                             Romans 8:28-30 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those 
he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY                                        2 Corinthians 5:19 
 

Alleluia. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Alleluia.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON:                 Matthew 4:18-21 
18 As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, since they 
were fishermen. 19 He said to them, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 
20 They immediately left their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in the 
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. Jesus called them. 22 Immediately 
they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           CW21 Blue #581: Lord, ‘Tis Not That I Did Choose You  
 

Lord, 'tis not that I did choose you; That, I know, could never be,  
For this heart would still refuse you, Had your grace not chosen me.  
You removed the sin that stained me, Cleansing me to be your own;  
For this purpose you ordained me, That I live for you alone.  
 
It was grace in Christ that called me, Taught my darkened heart and mind,  
Else the world had yet enthralled me, To your heav'nly glories blind.  
Now I worship none above you; For your grace alone I thirst,  
Knowing well that, if I love you, You, O Father, loved me first.  
 
Praise the God of all creation; Praise the Father's boundless love.  
Praise the Lamb, our expiation, Priest and King enthroned above.  
Praise the Spirit of salvation, Him by whom our spirits live.  
Undivided adoration To the great Jehovah give. 
 
 

THE SERMON:                                                       1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
 

Thanksgiving 

The Offering 
An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 

 
The Prayer of the Church The Lord’s Prayer 
 & M: O God, through Jesus’ sacrifice and triumphant resurrection you have 

restored us as your forgiven children.  In his name we pray: 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
M: Dear Lord, with these words you tenderly invite us to believe that you are our 

true Father and that we may pray to you boldly and confidently as dear 
children ask their dear father. 

 

C: Hallowed be thy name. 
M: Help us to know you through your inspired Word and to live by it as children in 

your family. 
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C: Thy kingdom come. 
M: Give us your Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts, and use us to extend your 

kingdom of grace to others. 
 

C: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
M: Make us zealous to carry out your will as gladly as the angels do, and to 

conform our will to yours. 
 

C: Give us this day our daily bread. 
M: Merciful Lord, since you are the provider of all things necessary for our bodies; 

fill us with trust. 
 

C: And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
M: Continue to erase our sins, and help us gladly to forgive and to do good to 

those who wrong us. 
 

C: And lead us not into temptation. 
M: We know the devil seeks to destroy our souls and the world lures us to ruin by 

appealing to the desires of our flesh.  Guard us from the poison of misbelief 
and the trap of unrepented sin. 

 

C:  But deliver us from evil. 
M: (Include any special prayer requests) Keep safe our bodies and souls, our 

property and honor, and above all send the Holy Spirit to preserve our faith in 
Christ which leads to life everlasting.  

 

C: For thine is the kingdom, 
M: For all these petitions we look to you as King of Kings and Lord of your church. 
 

C: and the power, 
M: You alone hold the power to grant our requests. 
 

C: and the glory forever and ever. 
M: We worship you from whom all blessings flow and relying on Jesus, who paid 

for all our sins and made us acceptable in your sight, we pray with confidence: 
 

C: Amen. It shall be so.  
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CLOSING HYMN                                      CW21 Blue #583: God Loves Me Dearly 
 
God loves me dearly, grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
 
I was in slav'ry, sin, death, and darkness; 
God's love was working, to make me free.  
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
 
He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer, 
he sent forth Jesus and set me free.  
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
 
Jesus, my Savior, himself did offer; 
Jesus, my Savior, paid all I owed.  
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
 
Now I will praise you, O Love eternal; 
I will praise you all my life long. 
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
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