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Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For almost 110 years…                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                         Principal, Justin Eternick 
As a Mission                                                                    920.988.1999 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries             503.312.4230 – call /text                                                                                                                                 
         

Advent 2 – December 6th 2020 Welcome! 

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise.   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

                          everyone who believes in him. 
 
 

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for 110 years by 
faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  We 
believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments to 
bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the WELS. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  2 Pt. 3:1 
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OPENING SONG                                      Sing A Song of Bethlehem 
    Chicago Metro Presbytery 

Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822  
 

INVOCATION 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation—the human 

race—in his image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect 
relationship with God. 

 
C: But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death to 

all. God declared the wages of sin to be death. We too are guilty, and we 
confess our sinful thoughts, words, and actions. 

 
M: However, God—who is Love—did not want to be separated from his children 

forever. He promised a Savior who would bear the punishment for sin, defeat 
the devil, and break the bonds of death.                      Genesis 1:26; Romans 6:23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(We save the joyful refrain of "Rejoice!" until after the announcement of forgiveness.) 
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M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid 
the ransom for your debt.  In view of God’s mercy, today we light the peace 
candle. Jesus tells us, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not 
be afraid”. 

 

C: Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

  

            Galatians 4:4,5; John 14:27; Romans 5:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(We save the joyful refrain of "Rejoice!" until after the announcement of forgiveness.) 
 

M: With the peace of God we go to the world—to our friends, relatives, 
acquaintances and neighbors. Through Jesus your sins are forgiven. If anyone 
is in Christ, the new creation has come.  All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.  
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: God has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
Jesus, who had no sin, became sin for us; in him we have become the 
righteousness of God.                                                            2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 
 
ALL:  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming 
give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the 
darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES WITH THE CHILDREN: 

M: We light two Advent candles remembering  
Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary.  
He came to share our humanity. 

C:  We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior.  
He came to save his people from their sins. 

M:  We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 
C:  We light our Advent candle as a sign of our hope and peace. 
M:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C:  Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
  

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – THE OLD TESTAMENT:                                                   Isaiah 11:1-10 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.2 Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call 
out to her. Her warfare really is over. Her guilt is fully paid for. Yes, she has received 
from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice is calling out: In the wilderness 
prepare the way for the LORD. In the wasteland make a level highway for our God. 
4 Every valley will be raised up, and every mountain and hill will be made low. The 
rugged ground will become level, and the rough places will become a plain. 5 Then 
the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all flesh together will see it. Yes, the mouth 
of the LORD has spoken. 6 A voice was saying, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry 
out?   All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside. 7 Grass 
withers, flowers fade, when the breath of the LORD blows on them. 
Yes, the people are grass. 8 Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our God 
endures forever. 9 Get up on a high mountain, O Zion, you herald of good news. Lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. Lift it up! Do not 
be afraid! Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 Look, God the LORD will 
come with strength, and his arm is ruling for him. Look, his reward is with him. The 
result of his work is in front of him. 11 Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. With 
his arm he will gather the lambs. He will lift them up on his lap. 
He will gently lead the nursing mothers. 
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HYMN                                                           Comfort, Comfort Yet People 
                                            Koine 

Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822  
        

 
THE GOSPEL LESSON                             Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 This is how it is written 
in the prophet Isaiah: 
Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare the way for you. 
3 A voice of one calling out in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make his paths straight.” 
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him. They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as 
they confessed their sins. 6 John was clothed in camel’s hair, and he wore a leather 
belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He preached, “One more 
powerful than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
strap of his sandals! 8 I baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                           CW #16: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry 
 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry   
Announces that the Lord is nigh;   
Come, then, and listen, for he brings   
Good news about the King of kings.   
  
Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin   
And furnished for a guest within,   
And let us all our hearts prepare   
For Christ to come and enter there.   
  
We hail you as our Savior, Lord,   
Our refuge and our great reward.  
Without your grace we waste away   
Like flow'rs that wither and decay.   
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Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,   
And lift us up to fall no more.   
Oh, make your face on us to shine,   
And fill the world with love divine.   
   
All praise to you, eternal Son,   
Whose advent has our freedom won,   
Whom with the Father we adore   
And Holy Spirit evermore. 
   

SERMON                                  Acts 5:29-32  
 

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God 
of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a 
cross. 31 God exalted him to his right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to 
Israel and the forgiveness of sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the 
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OUR THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING 
An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION 
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                                   CW 2 “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
 

Savior of the nations, come;  
Virgin's Son, make here your home.   
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth,  
That the Lord chose such a birth.   
 
Not by human flesh and blood,  
By the Spirit of our God  
Was the Word of God made flesh,  
Woman's offspring, pure and fresh.  
 
Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child  
Of the virgin undefiled,  
Though by all the world disowned,  
Yet to be in heav'n enthroned! 
 
From the Father's throne he came  
And ascended to the same,   
Captive leading death and hell – 
High the song of triumph swell!   
  
Praise to God the Father sing,  
Praise to God the Son, our King,   
Praise to God the Spirit be  
Ever and eternally. 
 


