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LUTHERAN CHURCH preschool, mission, and ministry.
e v
Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor — Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316— call /text)

School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 - call /text)
Preschool: 2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 — call /text)

Serving the Portland Area with
the Means of Grace and as a
family of believers for over 110
years... as a church, school,
L ]

End Times 2 - Last Judgment, November 12th, 2023

Grace~ "7 am wot achamed of the gosgel. .

When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by... for life now and for life
forever. We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified,
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for
everyone who believes in him.

grace~ " These ane anitten that you may belicee. . .

Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments
to bring souls into his care. This is a message that we share here and
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical

Lutheran Synod (WELS).

g'race ~ "Thenefore go and make disciples of all wations. . .

Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18




The Bell Peal and Welcome

The Opening Hymn: CW21 Blue #814 (1-4): Just as | Am, without One Plea

Just as | am, without one plea

But that thy blood was shed for me
And that thou bidd'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am and waiting not

To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as I am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all | need, in thee to find,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

 The Invocation and Confession X

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

M: Blessed is the one who transgressions are forgiven and whose sins are
covered.

C Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

(& Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost

sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We have done
those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those
things that we should have done.

Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ.
Your great mercy reaches above the heavens, and your faithfulness to the
skies.
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" The Absolution &

M: This is the message we heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light. In
him there is no darkness at all.

C If we say we have fellowship with him but still walk in darkness, we are lying
and do not put the truth into practice.

M: But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

C If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. -1John1:5-9

M: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen.

Hymn: CW21 Blue #814 (5-6): Just as | Am, without One Plea

Just as | am, thou wilt receive,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise | believe,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am; thy love unknown
Has broken ev'ry barrier down.
Now to be thine, yea thine alone,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

The Prayer of the Day

M: Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit
that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the
day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and
present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.



" The Word %

The First Lesson Daniel 7:9-14
Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)

91 continued to watch until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days was seated.
His clothing was white as snow, and the hair on his head was like pure wool. His
throne was flames of fire. Its wheels were blazing fire. ' A river of fire flowed out
from his presence. Thousands upon thousands served him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and books were opened.

""| kept paying attention to the sound of the boastful words that the horn was
speaking. | kept watching until the beast was killed, and its body was destroyed and
thrown into the burning fire. 2 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion had been
taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a set period of time.

3] kept watching the night visions, and there, in the clouds of heaven, | saw one like a
son of man coming. He came to the Ancient of Days, and he was brought before
him. *#To him was given dominion, honor, and a kingdom. All peoples, nations, and
languages will worship him. His dominion is an eternal dominion that will not pass
away, and his kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.

The Verse of the Day Matthew 24:45-46
Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)

M: Alleluia. “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in
charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper
time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he
returns. Alleluia.

Psalm 90D CW21 Blue #820: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

O God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

Under the shadow of your throne
Your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone,

And our defense is sure.


https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Evangelical-Heritage-Version-EHV-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Evangelical-Heritage-Version-EHV-Bible/

Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received its frame,
From everlasting you are God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in your sight

Are like an evening gone,

Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;

We fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the op'ning day.

O God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,

Still be our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

The Gospel Lesson Matthew 24:36-44
Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)
36 “No one knows when that day and hour will be, not the angels of heaven, not even
the Son, but only the Father. 37 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be when
the Son of Man returns. 38 In fact, in the days before the flood people were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the very day that Noah entered
the ark. 39 And they did not realize what was coming until the flood came and took
them all away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man returns.
40 “At that time two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be
left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be
left. 4 So be alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But
understand this: If the master of the house had known at what time of night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. 44 You also need to be ready for this reason: The Son of Man is coming at
an hour when you do not expect him.

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise be to you, O Christ!


https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Evangelical-Heritage-Version-EHV-Bible/

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Hymn of the Day CW21 Blue #890: Jerusalem the Golden

Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest -
The sight of it refreshes, The weary and oppressed.
I know not, oh, | know not What joys await us there,
What radiancy of glory, What bliss beyond compare.

They stand, those halls of Zion, All jubilant with song

And bright with many an angel, And all the martyr throng.
The Prince is ever in them; The daylight is serene;

The pastures of the blessed, Are ever rich and green.

There is the throne of David, and there, from care released,
The shout of them that triumph, The song of them that feast;
And they who with their leader, Have conquered in the fight
Forever and forever, Are clad in robes of white.

Oh, sweet and blessed country, The home of God's elect!
Oh, sweet and blessed country, That eager hearts expect!
In mercy, Jesus, bring us, to that dear land of rest,

You are with God the Father, And Spirit ever blest.

The Sermon 2 Corinthians 4:7-18
7We hold this treasure in clay jars to show that its extraordinary power is from God
and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; perplexed, yet
not despairing; ? persecuted, yet not forsaken; struck down, yet not destroyed. ' We
always carry around in our body the death of the Lord Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be revealed in our body. " To be sure, while we are living we are continually
being handed over to death because of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
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revealed in our mortal flesh. > So then, death is working in us, but life is working in
you.

3 Since we have that same spirit of faith, which corresponds to what is written: “I
believed; therefore, | have spoken,” we also believe, and therefore we speak. 4 For
we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and
bring us (together with you) into his presence. > In fact, all this is for your benefit, so
that as grace increases, it will overflow to the glory of God, as more and more people
give thanks.

6 Therefore we are not discouraged. But even if our outer self is wasting away, yet
our inner self is being renewed day by day. 7 Yes, our momentary, light trouble
produces for us an eternal weight of glory that is far beyond any comparison. ¥ We
are not focusing on what is seen, but on what is not seen. For the things that are
seen are temporary, but the things that are not seen are eternal.

® Thanksgiving &
The Offering

An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:

The Prayer of the Church

M: Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us with
peace today as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.
Guide our lives today as we see clearly the path you have laid out for us. Work
in us today through your Spirit that our thoughts, words, and actions glorify
you and serve our neighbor.

C Fill us with the Word we have heard today and move us to believe it and live
it.
M: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Take

away their fear of criticism and contention and make them bold to say what
you say. Fill them with a love like yours and lead them to announce the
forgiveness of sins as your free gift to us and all people.

C Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Forgive us for the times we hear your Word but fail to live it in our lives. Break
down the apathy that lurks in us and leads us to ignore eternal realities.
Convict us with your law and then fill us so full of your gospel that we
overflow with zeal to do your will.

C Give us thankful hearts to live and love with joy.
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M: Guard and guide us as we live in a society that despises what you say about
marriage. Lead husbands and wives to love each other with commitment,
respect, and patience. Move parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping
their children close to Jesus even when their children grow up.

& Protect us from the evil that surrounds us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide your divine compass for those who govern us by making laws and
setting policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from crime and
aggression. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to care for
those who cannot care for themselves.

& Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be
proclaimed.
M: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends.

Overcome unbelief and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the
good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

C Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in your
grace.
M: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or

mind. Fill eager minds with wisdom to discover new ways to treat disease and
illness. Give patience and compassion to those who care for the sick and
dying. Special prayer requests may be included here.

M: Eternal Lord, you guide the world with your mighty power and love all people
because your Son lived and died and rose again. Hear our prayers, spoken and
in silence, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



¥ Holy Communion &

M: The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He protects and preserves his Church
in every age and gives us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus
with joy. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory!

The Hymn CW 21 Blue #880 (1,4): For all the Saints

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle; they in glory shine,
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.



The Distribution

Thank you for honoring our practice of "close" communion. The Bible teaches that
participating in the Lord's Supper is an expression of complete unity of faith (1 Cor.
10:17). We lovingly ask, therefore, that before joining in this, the highest act of
fellowship, a unity of faith based on the Bible be established through membership in
this congregation or in a sister congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod (WELS). We are most eager for you to join us in the unity of faith and confession
we enjoy. If you would like to discuss "close" communion, learn more about becoming a
member at Grace, or any other spiritual matter with the pastor, please indicate this on
the Friendship Register by checking “would like pastor to call/visit” or contact our
pastor at 503-290-6316.

Distribution Songs

Imported Music

Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822

The Communion Blessing
The Benediction

The Closing Hymn:

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me!

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away.
Change and decay in all around I see;

O thou who changest not, abide with me!

Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,

But kind and good, with healing in thy wings,
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev'ry plea;
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.

Thou on my head in early youth didst smile,
And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me oft as I left thee.
On to the close, O Lord, abide with me.

10

CW21 Blue #783: “Abide with Me”



I need thy presence ev'ry passing hour.

What but thy grace can foil the tempter's pow'r?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me!

| fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;

llls have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if thou abide with me.

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heav'n's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!

(race
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