
  

 

 

November 15, 2020 
Did you ever wonder what Mount Rushmore 
looked like before they carved those great faces into the 
mountain and turned it into a national monument?  Well, 
they say that prior to it becoming a monument its beauty 
was… unprecedented. 
 

Yes, that is an all-time great dad joke, and about the only 
joy that the word “unprecedented” gives me these days.  
For 2020 the word unprecedented has to be one of the 
most overused and misused words of the year. I hear the 
phrase “in these unprecedented times” used multiple 
times every day.  Now, we might like to think that we are 
enduring something that no generation has ever had to 
endure before…but nothing could be further from the 
truth.  In fact, past generations might consider us using such a phrase somewhat insulting 
considering what they really did have to endure.  
 

You see, we aren’t living unprecedented times.  Challenging times?  Certainly.  But what we are 
experiencing now is by no means unprecedented.  Believe it or not, past generations have had to 
endure far worse pandemics, epidemics, contested elections, natural disasters, political unrest, 
wars and rumors or wars, famines, diseases, and persecution.   In fact, it’s all been happening to 
ever generation since the moment that the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven and clouds hid him.  
In that moment the disciples were left standing on a mountaintop staring into the sky… waiting 
for Jesus to come back.  “Come quickly Lord Jesus!”  But really, that was just the beginning of the 
end times.  In fact, looking into the sky, praying that prayer, and waiting for Jesus to return is the 
very definition of the end times.   And since that time every generation has seen it all, and through 
it all the gospel has been and will continued to be proclaimed to every generation until the Lord 
returns. 
 

Now, that day will be the very definition of “unprecedented!”  What we will see on that day will be 
unlike anything that generation or any generation before has ever seen.  The Last Day. Judgment 
Day.  John writes, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem coming out of heaven… and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the 
dwelling of God is with men. And he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passes away.”’ And He who was 
seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” The new heaven and the new earth -- 
our new home that Jesus is preparing for us, is going to be a place of beauty and peace the likes of 
which this world has never known.  That’s the definition of “unprecedented”! 
 

So yes, 2020 has been difficult and challenging but unless the Lord returns it’s not unprecedented. 
So let’s continue to pray, “come quickly Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory!”   

 



 
THIS WEEK AT GRACE CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
 

Sunday November 15, 2020  
8:30   AM Adult Bible Study in person-NEXT CLASS WILL BE NOV 21, 2020 
9:30    AM Worship Service in person  
and livestream grace-wels.net/worship or facebook.com/GraceWELS 
OFFERINGS CAN BE MAILED TO THE CHURCH- 
7610 NE FREMONT 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97213  

OR online at: bit.ly/GracePortland 
 

 

Monday     November 16 ,2020 
    Pastor in office      

Tuesday     November 17, 2020 
8:00 AM Confirmation Class  
6:30 PM Board of Education 
Pastor in office 
 

Wednesday   November 18, 2020 
8:00 AM Confirmation Class  
9:00 AM Member Meeting 
6:00 PM Google Meet Bible Class – This We Believe 
 

    Thursday       November 19, 2020  
Pastor in office 
8:00 AM Confirmation Class  
 

Friday    November 20, 2020                  
Pastor in office 
8:00 AM Confirmation Class  
 

Saturday November 21, 2020 
Pastor in office-Sermon Preparation 
 

    Sunday November 22, 2020                      
8:30    AM   Adult Bible Study in person 
9:30    AM Worship Service in person  
and livestream grace-wels.net/worship or facebook.com/GraceWELS 
Baptism – Everett Buntrock  
OFFERINGS CAN BE MAILED TO THE CHURCH- 7610 NE FREMONT PORTLAND, OREGON 97213  

 

Spence Brisso – was called home to heaven’s glory last week.  We praise our gracious God for 
freeing him from earthly suffering and welcoming him into eternal glory.  A memorial service is 
schedule for Spence at Willamette National Cemetery this Wednesday. 
 

Nancy Evans – Nancy will be having a full knee replacement surgery this week.  We entrust her to 
our gracious Lord’s care and protection and ask for successful surgery and a quick recovery. 
 

Cheri Lockhart – Cheri is at Holiday Park Rehab Center.  If you’d like to send a card to encourage her please 
send to her home address.  3120 NE 37th Ave.  Portland, OR  97212 
 

Dorothy Elsasser continues to be cared for at Whitewood Gardens and would love a card to encourage 
her!  2027 SE 174th Ave. Portland, OR 97233 
 

Todd Hafner, the brother of Tyler Hafner, remains on a ventilator.  Cards to encourage the Hafners can be 
mailed to: 16315 SE Rhone St. Portland, OR 97236 
 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FGracePortland%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3CqWdL3N-Bp9YfZGuky8GKpOLjPWBSuEv_9ZcUYzCkOmsnMR_d1b0z5UA&h=AT35YCtklJc4n1Idh2DTdkO0K5CrW_JX-J-4gyLJDamqL3ogUYGrGXCsev3eGLN4rx-NIpiNVbx78SddS2xkocDepWg6dXLbfXbTYbtUhkp2_KhYKzYRJJKP92xoanWcvgZwy2RNPX8_1R19PXPjjswTgtxI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Person & Live Streamed on Facebook 
Starts Sunday, October 11th  
8:30 – 9:15 AM Grace Church 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom 
gathering, our church is introducing a new approach to Sunday school!  
 
This year Sunday School lessons will be taught by experienced WELS 
teachers and will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age 
appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to printed Student Lessons that our 
church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents an easy 
yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ.  
 
Each week, you will receive an email from Pastor containing all the 
lessons and the YouTube links. Simply print the appropriate lesson and 
click on the appropriate You Tube link for your child and bring Sunday 
School into your home! 
 
Each week we will also feature a book of the bible.  In the 
announcements we will include the book from the previous week and the 
new book feature for this week.    
 
We will also include the YouTube link for the previous week’s Chapel Chat 
from Grace School with Pastor Bitter or Mr. Eternick. 
 
May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love with 
the next generation! 

 
Pastor Bitter 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Your Church Council & Board of Education: 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A proposal from builder Rick Reynolds to purchase the properties next to our school 
has been submitted for our review.  Please look for special meetings in the coming 
weeks to discuss this matter with the congregation before we present it to the 
voters. 

 

Opportunities to give…. 
THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 
In the current COVID-19 environment, there will be no food collection 
at church. Instead  Mary& Martha are asking for donations to a cash 
fund which will be given to the Food Bank.  A collection basket is 
located on the Check In table as you enter church and will be available through Nov. 25.   

If you have any questions please see Joanne Twomey . 
 
 

                                
 

Wednesday, November 25, 2020 - 7:00 PM 
In-person worship service  

and livestreamed at  grace-wels.net/worship or 

facebook.com/GraceWELS 
 
 

 
 
December 12th - Posada 
We are not sure how or if we will be able to have a 
Posada this year… but discussion and planning will begin 
soon.  Saturday, December 12 is the date we had selected 
to have our annual Posada.  If you would like to be part of 
the discussion and planning, please contact Pastor Bitter 
or Juan Garcia.  
 

 
 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions


 
 
 
Pastor Bitter call news: 
On October 18, following worship, Pastor Bitter received a call to serve as an outreach pastor in Sparta, WI.  
Below is the call acknowledgement letter that was sent to Sparta this week.  Members and friends of 
Grace are welcome to give their thoughts to Pastor Bitter on our ministry at Grace and asked to lift him up 
in prayer as he deliberates these calls.  
 

 



 

 
 
 

The Eagle Message 
Grace Lutheran School 

DECLARE His PRAISES 
 

NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 

Krispy Kreme Doughnut Fundraiser 
Do you want to help Grace Lutheran School while eating delicious Krispy Kreme 
Doughnuts?!?! Then place your order for Krispy Kreme Doughnut certificates on 
the attached form! Each certificate is redeemable for one dozen original glazed 
doughnuts.  Cost is $12.00 per certificate. All orders must be turned in, with payment, 
by November 24, 2020.  Certificates will be available by November 30, 2020!  Completed 
orders can be brought to school, placed in the school mail slot, or mailed to the 
school.  Please pay with exact cash, or checks made payable to: Working Eagles.  Contact 
the school office (503) 777-8628 or lkraklow@grace-wels.net with any questions. 

Thank you everyone for doing daily health checks, keeping your children home when 
necessary and following guidelines for our cities, counties and states, so that we can 
continue to enjoy the blessing of being able to attend school in person. 

 

Thanksgiving Vacation 
There will be NO CLASSES Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, November 25 – 27, as we take 
time to thank our gracious Lord for all the blessings he has given us. 
 

Chapel Chat 
Check out Mr. Eternick’s Chapel Chat from Nov. 4, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-
rN8PZVxiE  
 

Bottle & Can Collection 
We have a special opportunity to raise even more funds in the coming months - drop off 
your filled Blue Bags between November 15 and December 1 for our school to receive a 20% 
match from the BottleDrop organization!!  Since we started this fundraiser we have 
collected $883.70!! You can pick up Collection Bags when you come 
to school.  Fill the bags with OR deposit containers. Plastic, 
aluminum, & glass go in the same bag. (please fill bags only halfway 
with glass bottles – thanks). 
 

LAWN MOWER FOR SCHOOL!  With a generous donation we were 
able to purchase another riding lawn mower for the school property!  
Thank you!  If you’d like to come and “test it out” while the mower 
deck happens to be down and the blade is cutting grass… please 
speak with Justin Eternick. 
 

mailto:lkraklow@grace-wels.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-rN8PZVxiE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-rN8PZVxiE


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

ONLINE GROUP STUDY 
6:00 – 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAYS 

An invitation and link will be sent to your email.   
If you don’t get an email with an invite and link please call 

Pastor Bitter at 503-290-6316. 



 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ORDER ONE, PLEASE CONTACT 
FAYE RUTSTEIN @fayzelady@comcast.net 



 

 

Devotional Thoughts for Saints Triumphant 2020  
 

Sunday  Isaiah 65:17-19 

 What does verse 17 tell us about heaven and our being there? 

 What does verse 18 tell us about the feelings of people who will inhabit heaven? 

 How will God feel about the heavenly Jerusalem and its inhabitants?  

 What will be absent in heaven?    How will this affect our joy? 
Monday Isaiah 65:20-23 

 This is a dual picture of the post exilic time and also of heaven.  

 Pick out some of the characteristic of each. 

 Both pictures involve repentance.  

 How does repentance affect the atmosphere of both pictures? 

 According to verse 23 what is the key to these idyllic pictures? 
Tuesday Isaiah 65:24-25 

 What precious promise does God give us in v. 24? 

 What are the characteristics of the picture presented in v. 25?    

 Why is the serpent singled out in a negative way? 

 Describe the atmosphere we can expect in heaven?  

 What influence will the "serpent" have in heaven? 
Wednesday 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 

 What are the precious gifts which are ours for which Paul thanks God? 

 How do we come to share in the glory of Jesus Christ? V., 14 

 What is Paul's prayer on our behalf?  Vv 15-17 
Thursday 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

 What prayer does Paul request of his people?  

 For whom might we speak a similar prayer? 

 What do you think Paul had commanded them to do? v. 4     

 Who will seek to hinder them?  V. 3 

 How does v. 5 apply to us today?  

 What will God's love prompt us to do every day? 
Friday  Luke 20:27-33 

 What teaching which Jesus taught did the Sadducees challenge?  What problem 
might they have had with this doctrine? Is it the same today?   Explain. 

 Describe the law which was followed in their illustration. What was their point? 

 Whom do people today leave out of the picture when rationalizing against the 
resurrection? Why is this such a glaring omission? 

Saturday Luke 20:34-38 

 What is Jesus' point in verses 34-35? Why won't marriage matter in heaven? 

 What makes heaven so special according to v. 36?  

 What evidence from the OT does Jesus point out to prove the resurrection? 
 How does vs 38 assure us of the certainty of the resurrection and eternal life in 

heaven? 

 


