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Dose of Grace #35 (Special request)
Matthew 5:38-42 (EHY)

Love Your Enemies

(Luke 6:27-36)

38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” 39But I tell vou,
do not resist an evildoer. If someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn te him the other also.
40If anyone wants to sue you to take away your shirt, give him your coat too. 41 Whoever
compels you to go one mile, go with him two. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn
away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

The Government Needs Christians.
Christians Don’t Need Government.

The prayer requests for government leaders and
protesters, peace in our streets, the safety and
security of our Christians churches and schools
have been everyday. Even the school aged children
are giving me prayer requests for keeping their
parents safe from ICE and soldiers. The 7-8th
grade catechism class question about the
government in Iran executing protestors and what
is happening in our country with protestors being

killed left me with a moment of shock. Tdefinitely
don't remember talking about this situation at the
Seminary.

I encourage everyone to participate in bible studies and discussions at Grace. We have two
opportunities currently for you to talk with the pastor and your fellow Christians every Sunday.
8:15-9:15 before worship and 10:50-11:45 after worship. Come and listen to grow in your
knowledge and wisdom of God’s Word to us. Come and share your experiences as a Christian in
the world to be a blessing to your fellow Christian families at Grace. The following is by a
special request from a few of your fellow members at Grace.

Is the Christian supposed to expect and rely on the governments of this world to establish and
maintain peace, giving us safety and security? The answer may surprise you. No! As Christians
we trust and rely on no one else other than our Creator and Savior Jesus Christ. We know and
believe in him as the King of Kings who laid down his life for us sinners. We know and believe in
him as our Ascended Lord and Ruler over every authority and power. Are we to rely on, look to,



trust in government to set the scales of justice correctly, protect and provide for the basic needs

of safety and security for us and our families? No! There is only one who is our Judge. There is
only one who is our Provider. There is only one who is our Protector. Christians need no one
else.

Yet Jesus Christ our Judge, Provider and Protector commands us to “submit to every authority,
pay taxes, honor the king”. Why? Because Christians need the government? No. Because the
unbelievers around us need the government! We pay our taxes to help and serve others. We
don’t need the government to provide for our needs or to protect us from our enemies, not even
the evil angels. Our Lord Jesus Christ will handle our enemies and any revenge or punishment
that they deserve. We respect honor, serve and obey the authorities over us out of love for God
and our neighbor.

All the while we are paying our taxes, serving as required by our government, respecting our
government leaders, we are preaching and teaching the truth of the good news. Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, has become our Savior, the Judge of the World, the Provider and Protector of our
bodies and souls. Instead of fighting against the government or getting revenge and justice with
our own hands Jesus tells us to “not resist the evildoer!” To give, help, serve and obey even
our enemies, leaving justice, judgement, revenge and punishment in the hands of our Judge, our
Provider, our Protector.

For extra credit read Martin Luther’s Words back in the 1500s about the same subject. I
highlighted the sections that God used to be a blessing to me.

Martin Luther - ““On Secular Authority: To What Extent It Should Be Obeyed,” (1523)

Since, however, the sword is most beneficial and necessary for the whole world in order to preserve
peace, punish sin, and restrain the wicked, Christians submit most willingly to the rule of the sword,
pay their taxes, honor those in authority, serve, help, and do all they can to assist government, that it
may continue to function and be held in honor and fear. Although they have no need of these things
for themselves—to them they are not essential—they nevertheless concern themselves about what is
of service and benefit to others, as Paul teaches in Ephesians 5[:21-6:9].

Just as they perform all other works of love that they themselves do not need—they do not visit the
sick in order that they themselves may be made well, or feed others because they themselves need
food—so they serve government not because they need it but for the sake of others, that they may be
protected and that the wicked may not become worse. They lose nothing by this; such service in no
way harms them, yet it is of great benefit to the world. If they did not so serve they would not be
acting as Christians but rather contrary to love; they would also be setting a bad example to others,




who in like manner would not submit to authority, even though they were not Christians. In this way

the gospel would be brought into disrepute, as though it taught insurrection and produced

self-centered people unwilling to benefit or serve others, when in fact it makes Christians
servants of all. Thus in Matthew 17[:27] Christ paid the half-shekel tax that he might not offend
them, although he had no need to do so.

Thus you see in the words of Christ quoted above from Matthew 5 that he clearly teaches that
Christians among themselves should have no secular sword or law. He does not, however, forbid one
to serve and be subject to those who do have the secular sword and law. Rather, since you do not
need it and should not have it, you are to serve all the more those who have not attained to such
heights as you and who therefore do still need it. Although you do not need to have your eneny
punished, your afflicted neighbor does. You should help him, that he may have peace and that his
enemy may be curbed, but this is not possible unless authority and government are honored and
feared. Christ does not say, “You shall not serve government or be subject to it,” but rather,
“Do not resist evil” [Matt. 5:39], as much as to say, “Behave in such a way that you bear

everything, so that you may not need government to help you and serve you or be beneficial or

it. I would have vou be too exalted and far too noble to have any need of it; it should rather

have need of you.”




Sunday, February 1, 2026 - Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

Flowers:
Ushers:

8:10 AM
9:30 AM
11:00AM

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday
Flowers:
Comm. Prep:
Comm. Help:

Ushers:

8:10 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

PRAYERS

Faye Rutstein celebrating her sister’s birthday
Stadler

Paschke

Curry

Meyer

Bible Study — Famous Chapters
Worship Service

Bible Study 101 and Sunday School
Meeting to call Voter’s Meeting

February 2, 2026
February 3, 2026
February 4, 2026
February 5, 2026
February 6, 2026
February 7, 2026

- Chapel

- Spelling Bee — Grades 5-8
- Board of Education Meeting

February 8, 2026
Williams

Luplow

Henning

Jo

Stadler

Paschke

Curry

Meyer

- Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

Bible Study 201 -- Famous Chapters
Worship Service with Holy Communion
Bible Study 101 and Sunday School
Semi-Annual Voter’s Meeting

Prayer Cards

S (Grace Lutheran
Church & School

If you are looking for the prayer cards, they are on the table when you come into the Narthex.
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Christian Growth

Sunday School Lesson Plan

February 8" - Winter #2 - Gen 43-44 - Josephs Kindness To His brothers
February 15" - Winter #3 - Gen 44-45 - Joseph Forgives His brothers
February 22" - Winter #10 — Luke 2:41-52 - The 12 Year Old Jesus

March 1%t - Winter #11 - Luke 3 — Jesus’ Baptism

March 8" - Winter #12 — Luke 4 - Jesus’ Temptation

March 15*" - Winter #13 — John 2 - Jesus Turns Water into Wine

Adult Bible Study

| encourage everyone to participate in bible studies and bible discussions at Grace. Come and listen to

grow in your knowledge and wisdom of God’s Word with us. Come and share your experiences as a

Christian to be a blessing to your fellow Christian families at Grace. We have two opportunities currently

for you to talk with the pastor and your fellow Christians every Sunday:
A. 8:15-9:15 before worship: Famous Chapters (202)

February 1°' - 2 Thessalonians 2 - The Antichrist

February 8 - Hebrews 11 - Heroes of Faith

February 15nd - Revelation 7 - The Church Militant / Triumphant

February 22" - Revelation 21 - Our New Home
y

B. 10:50-11:45 after worship: Basic Christianity Class (101)

February 1°*- Honoring God - 1st-2nd Commandments

February 8™ - Worshipping God - 3rd Commandment

February 15%" - Honoring My Neighbors - 4th & 5th Commandments
February 22" - Honoring the Gift of Marriage/ Family - 6th Commandment
March 1°*- Honoring God's Gifts to Others - 7th & 8th Commandments
March 8% - Source of Evil - 9th & 10th Commandments

March 15™ - Grow in Grace - Membership @ Grace
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Famous Chapters

(New Testament) SR S e e
gisrer warth
Chapters Theme? * = 'mB?é“ihan a
* Matthew 5 e Sermon on the Mount "cdllege educatlon.
* Matthew 18 * Church Discipline " Theodore Roosevelt
e Acts 1 e Ascension o h
* Acts 2 e Pentecost Su ndays
* Romans 13 * Government N
* 2 Thessalonians 2 < Antichrist QC’EEN@\\‘I/
3:10 AM

New Member Class
(Christianity 101)
Sundays 10:45-11:45 (Sept 7th)
Free Bible, Coffee & Donuts!

Grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. \Ujy
2 Peter 3:18 (EHV) N
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Mowing & Church Grounds

Please consider signing up and helping with lawn care to make the Lord’s house grounds
look the best possible.

Contact Juan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions.

Church Weekly Cleaning!

The church building needs to be cleaned each week and we could use your help! THANK
YOU to those who have been so faithful in cleaning the Lord’s house and making it ready
for worship! You are doing a wonderful job!

Contact Susan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions.

Altar Flowers
Please let me be your guide for all things

FLOWER CHART“

Found in the fellowshlp hall, signing up for flowers not only decorates our altar, but also allows your fellow
members to participate in the special occasions you are remembering. Potted tulips, mums, etc. can be used as
well as cut flowers. Call, email, or catch me before Sunday school for a personal tour of the vases we make
available in the church kitchen. If you would prefer, | would gladly arrange the flowers you bring. Or select your
budget and flower preferences and let me do the shopping and arranging. Thank you for your

participation! Susan Lewallen. 503-758-2685. susan@studiomcl.com

Usher Sign-Ups
Please consider signing up to be an Usher. Sign up sheets are located by the fellowship hall and entryway
door. Currently we have availability through the rest of the year. If you have any questions please contact

one of the Elders.

(5’ Fellowship Hosting Sign Up
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Choir Practice

While we are on break during January, please consider joining us in February!

Enjoy singing? Come join the Grace Lutheran Church choir! We would love to have voices of all ranges
join. We practice at 8:30AM in the balcony.

Contact Information Needed

We are updating contact information to send donation statements. They will be sent out by the end of
January. We need email addresses for new attendees or anyone whose email has changed. Please put it
on one of the contact cards or on your envelope or give the information to Steven or Penny Hung. If you
need a papery copy or have any other questions please let us know as well.

penny.hungi@gmail. com or 971-272-1968

Lutheran Bible Camp

June 28-July 3. Mark your calendars today as you make your summer plans. Lutheran Bible Camp is a
great opportunity for your child to turn off all screens to connect with other Christian children, enjoy
many outdoor activities, and learn from God’s Word. Camp is open to all children going into grades 4-12.
Feel free to speak with Pastor Tembreull with any questions.

Upcoming Important Events

February1 -Voter’s Meeting call
- Pachke Baby Gift Table Event

February 7 - Church Council & Leadership Meeting at 9:00 a.m. at Grace Lutheran School
- Board of Education Meeting — 12:00PM

February 10 -- Mary and Martha Meeting

February 12 - Women’s Fellowship

February 15 -- Semi-annual Voter’s Meeting after Worship Service

April 1719 - Men’s Retreat

Contact Information Update for Hehrs

Dan and Sara Hehr have a new email address, please update your contacts. The new email is:
sara.sarahehr.44@gmail.com.
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HONORING -
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February 1

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

= ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE @
~ CONTACT CATHIE OR STEVIE |

10




‘ Pl
' 7l
s ) = Sl

AT

Retreat

Government (omp, Oregon
Messiah, Hope, and Grace Churches

April 17-19, 2026
Registration Deadline: March Ist
Cost: $200

To register, please visit:
https://hopeintigard.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3386076
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Women's Ministry - Under Construction

Women's Bible Study
Next meeting — February 21 9:30AM

Location - Grace Lutheran School

For more information contact: Penny Hung 971-272-1964 |/ penny.hungi@gmail.com

Women's Fellowship

Penny Hung has volunteered to host our next women’s fellowship.
It will be at her house on Thursday, February 12%" at 5:30PM.

If you are able, please RSVP.

As always, be ready for awesome fellowship and a devotion. Please bring a side plate or an hors d’oeuvre
to share.

Mary and Martha
Tuesday, February 10 at 10 AM
Church Fellowship

For more information contact: Linda Bern 503-459-7630 [ bernfamily@msn.com

We are so excited for the opportunities we already have to grow together in our faith in Jesus and in our
friendships as Christian sisters here at Grace. Stay tuned as we work to grow and serve Jesus even better
in the future.
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The Eagle Message

Grace Lutheran School

CALLED AND CHOSEN
1 Peter 2:9

0

Chapel Service at 8:30
We will have our weekly school-wide Chapel

Service, on Wednesday morings at 8:30. Mr.
Henning will lead our worship this week. An
offering envelope is attached for your child's
mission offering. We will support Mount Hope
Lutheran Church in Bend, Oregon, Pastor Bitters
new congregation, in the Second Semester.

The February calendar is attached. Please refer to
it for activities in the caoming month.

% COLD WEATHER CLOTHING =
RECESS WILL BE OUTDOORS AS OFTEN AS
THE WEATHER ALLOWS, SO MAKE SURE THAT
YOUR CHILDREN WEAR SUITABLE CLOTHES
AND HAVE WARM JACKETS, AND SHOES THAT
ARE APPROPRIATE FOR OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES.

# School Cancellations / Late Starts / Snow Closures #
We want to remind our families that we send out
our emergency alerts via text & email through
Brightwhesl. If you are not receiving the texts &
emails, please contact the school office at
glsoffice@grace-wels.net with the best phone
number & email address where we can reach you.

Recsss Supservisors needed
We are in need of lunchtime Recess Supervisors,
from 11:48 to 1:00 on each school day. Please
contact the school office if you have questions or if
you are able to help our school, students and staff
in this way, 503-777-8628, call or text. Thank you.

Brightwheel tax Information

2025 tax statements will become available to
parents_in their Brightwheel accounts, by January
30,

Many thanks to everyone who attended the Trail
Blazar svents last Thursday afternoon and evening.
If you have any phoios i share from this event,
please send them to mtanner@grace-wels.net

Phone/Text: 503-777-8628

- Spirit Day Wednesday February 4"
< In connection with Giving Week, (February 8-14) -
= we will be having a Spirit Day on Wednesday, Feb. -
- 4%, Students are asked to wear Red, Whiie and -
" Pink to show their school spirit and love for GLS!
Students are not required fo participate.

39 & 4™ grads Fisld trip THIS Friday January 30th
The 39 and 4" graders will be going on a Field Trip
to the Oregon History Society and the Portland Art
Museum on Friday, January 30™.

v Grace Lutheran School GIVING WEEK » (

"> We can thank God for our faith and for our school
. that shares the love of Jesus with others. During :
v Giving Week (February 8-14) show your love of
. Christian education at Grace Lutheran School by :
- choosing to help provide a quality Christ-centered
- education for students here in the Portland metro -
- area. A

5™ - 8" grade Spslling Bee FRIDAY February 6
There will be a Spelling Bee for 5% through 8t
grade students on Friday, February 6", starting at
2:00 PM.

February Hot Lunch
This month's Hot Lunch will be served on Thursday

February 12%. The meal will include Chicken
Fettucine, Breadsticks, Salad, Fruit, Drinks and
Dessert. Cast is $5 per person - payable with cash,

or checks made out to Working Eagles.

Fax / Second line: 503-230-1354
glsoffice @ grace-wels.net

www.gracepdx.com
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February 2026

Grace Lutheran School

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 ‘ 3 4 ChapelMyr. Jo | § 6 7
n | Grace Girls devotion _
rewards o fIRAW AN BottleDrop Piano Lessons oth—8th grades
oz i_‘& Spelling Bee 2:00
= Y G I VE AEEWEVITSS
Pink Day
8 9 10 1l Chapel 12 13 14
Pastor Bowrmen. | UOT Barly Release | ,...........o.....
11:45 dismissal % Valentine’s :
Grace Girls devotion LUNCH Staff Meeting Dav¥
Piano Lessons | | | reeennnn ;
¥ % % ¥ GivingWeek February8-14 % ¥ ¥
15 16 17 18  Chapel 19 20 21
Pastor Mews
NO SCHOOL Grace Girls devotion
President’s Piano Lessons
Day Ash Wednesday
22 23 24 25 Chapel 26 27 28
Pastor Jandsch Early Release
11:45 dismissal
Piano Lessons Staff Meeting
Grace Girls activity
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