Grace Lutheran
Church & School

January 4, 2026

Dose of Grace (#30) “It Doesn't make sense!”

Haggai 1:4-11 (EHV)
4ls it time for you to live in your paneled houses while this

house lies in ruins? 5Now this is what the LORD of Armies says.

Consider your ways carefully. 6You sow much seed but you
harvest little. You eat but you are never satisfied. You drink
but you never become drunk. You get dressed, but no one is
warm. The one who makes money puts that money into a bag
with a hole in it.

7This is what the LORD of Armies says. Consider your ways
carefully. 8Go up to the mountains, bring lumber down, and
build the House. | will be pleased with it, and | will be glorified,
says the LORD.

9You expected much, but look, there was little. When you
brought it home, | blew it away.
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Why did | do that? This is a declaration of the LORD of Armies. It is because my house lies in
ruins while each of you is busy with your own house. 10So it is because of you that the heavens
have withheld the dew and the earth has withheld its produce. 11l called for a drought on the
land, on the mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the olive oil, on everything which the
soil produces, on people, on livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.

Happy New year! It just doesn't make any sense! | looked back with my children this week
remembering the blessings God has given to us all. And all we could say was “It doesn't make any

sense!”
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When was the last time you said, “It doesn’t make any sense”? Life doesn’t make any sense. Financial
advisors tell us to “pay yourself first”. Wise? But Life doesn't make sense and that doesn't always pan
out. We can do all the “right” things and yet it still might fail. God told his family at the time of Haggai,
“Consider your ways carefully”. He asked them to consider why they are never satisfied, why they
never have enough, why their finances are always short? The people back then were “paying
themselves first”. Why wasn't it panning out for them?

God made it all run short! God made their work, their plans, their finances all fail and come up

short. He was teaching them to do something that the world says makes no sense. He wanted them
to trust him. He wanted them to rely on him for everything. He was teaching them to say thank you to
him FIRST! He wanted them to bring their offerings to him first.

It isnt our giving that makes no sense. It's God’s giving that makes no sense! That the Holy One of
Israel would give himself completely for the sinful ones of America makes no sense whatsoever. That's
why it's called grace. And God's grace is simply amazing. Jesus didn't give 10% of himself for you. He
was in it 110% for you and your salvation! What dedication to your salvation did it take for Jesus to
leave streets of heavenly gold for the stench of Bethlehem’s barn? How much was Jesus willing to give
up for us, not even having a house to call a home? How full is Jesus’ sacrifice for our forgiveness as he
goes all the way to the cross for us! He shed his precious blood to redeem us and made slaves to sin
into dearly loved sons and daughters!

The One who willingly made himself nothing for us upon the cross is our everything. In Christ, God
graciously gives us ALL things! The one who said: “I thirst” is the one who washed you clean in baptism!
The one who cries out “Why have you forsaken me"” is precisely the one who will never leave you or
forsake you! The one who prays “Give us this day our daily bread” is the same one who opens his
hands and satisfies your desires. Should we trust a God like that? No, thank God that we trust a God
like that!

We worship the ultimate Giver. God gave you his first—Jesus, the Firstborn over all creation. God gave
you his best—his Son, in whom he is well-pleased. In Christ, God graciously gives us all things. Your
God is faithful. Trust him. Bank on his promises. And let's get to work filling up His House at Grace
Lutheran Church and School. Give your health and wealth first to the Lord! Give your time and
treasures first to the Lord. Let's watch our Great Gift Giver in 2026 do what he always does - Bless us
so much that it doesn't make any sense!
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Sunday, January 4, 2026 - Second Sunday After Christmas - Epiphany Observed

Flowers:

Ushers: Delgado
House
(Grace
Elsasser

9:30 AM Worship Service

E?EAN CHURCH
(N

Monday January 5, 2026 -- Classes Resume
Tuesday January 6, 2026
Wednesday January 7, 2026 -- Chapel
-- Grace Girls
Thursday January 8, 2026
Friday January 9, 2026 - Early Release
- Staff Meeting
Saturday January 10, 2026
Sunday January 11, 2026 - First Sunday After Epiphany - Baptism of Our Lord
Flowers:

Comm. Prep: Lewallen
Comm. Help: Meyer
Gillespie
Ushers: Delgado
House
Luplow, R.
Elsasser
9:30 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion

PRAYERS

Prayers for Roger Schrab’s health and complete recovery.

Prayer Cards

If you are looking for the prayer cards, they are on the table when you come into the Narthex.
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New Member Class
(Christianity 101)
Sundays 10:45-11:45 (Sept 7th)
Free Bible, Coffee & Donuts!

Grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. \Uj
2 Peter 3:18 (EHV) N
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Mowing & Church Grounds

Please consider signing up and helping with lawn care to make the Lord’s house grounds
look the best possible.

Contact Juan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions.

Church Weekly Cleaning!

The church building needs to be cleaned each week and we could use your help! THANK
YOU to those who have been so faithful in cleaning the Lord’s house and making it ready
for worship! You are doing a wonderful job!

Contact Susan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions.

W Altar Flowers
éc g Please consider signing up for bringing altar flowers for our Sunday Worship. We
ol need flowers every week! Signup sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall on the
: 3 == north facing wall.

Usher Sign-Ups

Please consider signing up to be an Usher. Sign up sheets are located by the fellowship
hall and entryway door. Currently we have availability through the rest of the year. If you have any
questions please contact one of the Elders.

”&g Fellowship Hosting Sign Up

28 |~ Please sign up to bring goodies in for fellowship. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex.
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Choir Practice

Enjoy singing? Come join the Grace Lutheran Church choir! We would love to have voices of all ranges
join. We practice at 8:30AM in the balcony. Right now we are practicing for our 50" Anniversary
Celebration next week, September 215! It’s never to late to start!

Liturgical Paraments — Update!

Prayers of Thanksgiving we have received all the needed funds and have the new paraments! We will
have them at church tomorrow, Sunday, January 4" if you’d like to see them!

Upcoming Important Events

January 17 - Board of Education Meeting — 12:00PM
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Women's Ministry - Under Construction

Women's Bible Study
None in December — Next meeting January 24" 9:30AM

Location - Grace Lutheran School

For more information contact: Penny Hung 971-272-1964 [ penny.hungi@gmail.com

Women's Fellowship

Mary and Martha
Tuesday, January 13" 10 AM
Church Fellowship

For more information contact: Linda Bern 503-459-7630 [ bernfamily@msn.com

We are so excited for the opportunities we already have to grow together in our faith in Jesus and in our
friendships as Christian sisters here at Grace. Stay tuned as we work to grow and serve Jesus even better
in the future.
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Grace Lutheran School

January 2026

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

PN

.

BottleDrop

1

New Years' Day

&

Christmas Vication s

&

4

0 E*

Classes resume

7 Chapel
Pastor Janisch
8:30

&

9
Brlyrelease 11:45

Staff Mtg. 12:30

10

11

13
Het Lorch

14 Chapel
Pastor Mews
8:30

15

16
2nd Quarter
ends

Standardized

Testing for 3rd through 8th grades

17

19

No School

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

3rd Quarter
begins

21 Chapel

Pastor Goelzer
8:30

Kinderkonzert
Piano lessons

22 EBrlyrelease
1145
for Bazer Gare
& 70

23

Brlyrelease 11:45

Staff Mtg. 12:30

26

28 Chapel

Mr. Henning
8:30

Piano lessons

29

30

31
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BOARDS & COMMITTEES AT GRACE

Church Council & Leadership
Juan Garcia - President
Jason Tanner — 1 VP & Secretary
Josh Luplow -2 VP & BOE Chair
Larry Glasheen — Treasurer
Dan Paschke - GLS Finance
John Henning - Principal

Board of Education

Josh Luplow - Chair

Dave House

Dan Paschke

Kyle Leitzke

Penny Hung

Tammy Godish - Preschool
John Henning — Principal

Board of Elders

Craig Baker — Head Elder
Len Stadler

Josh Luplow

Jacob Meyer

Worship Committee
Marilyn Baer

Sue Hartwig

Melissa Baker

Olivia Baker

Jacob Meyer

Mary & Martha

Sara Hehr - President

Elke Werner - Vice President
Linda Bern — Secretary
Cathie Gillespie - Treasurer
Leann Breza - LWMS

Trustees
Ed Gillespie
Matt Ginnow
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