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Dose of Grace Vol. 2 #1 
 

Titus 1:5–9 (EHV) 

5The reason I left you in Crete was so that you would set in order the things that were left 

unfinished and appoint elders in every city, as I directed you. 6Such a man is to be blameless, the 

husband of only one wife, and to have believing children who are not open to a charge of wild 

living or disobedience. 7Indeed an overseer, since he is God’s steward, must be blameless, not 

arrogant, not quick-tempered, not a drunkard, not violent, not eager for dishonest gain. 

8Instead, he must be hospitable, loving what is good, self-controlled, upright, devout, and 

disciplined. 9He must cling to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he will be 

able both to encourage people by the sound teaching and also to correct those who oppose 

him. 

“Pastor, you don’t understand that the people of Portland are weird.   The PNW is a different, weird 

world.”  Now that I have been living in Portland for 12 months, I am growing in my understanding 

a little bit more about the signs and bumper stickers that read “Keep Portland Weird.”   

How does that apply to us believers in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?  I read Paul’s letter to Titus 

as my daily bible readings this week.  What if I told you that Portland and the Island of Crete 

aren't all that different?  What if I told you that the mission and the strategy for Titus and the 

Christians congregations on the island aren't all that different from our congregation of Grace in 

Portland?   

Paul knows that the mission he has sent Titus on is not an easy one.  The culture of Crete was one 

based around self.  Lying to get what you want along with the right to personal pleasure was 

their claim to fame.  Paul uses the Greek phrases roughly translated as “evil animals and lazy 

bellies.”  I am reminded of the phrase, “If it feels good? Do it!”  The assumption there is that there 

are good animals.  They care for their young.  They care for each other.  But evil animals?  No care 

or concern for others.  Can you imagine a walking, talking belly?  The picture is that the belly is the 

person’s identity, “Whatever the belly wants? The belly gets.”  The predominant culture of 

Portland isn't too far off from those two things.  Personal rights to do as I please with lack of 

respect for others? Check.  Personal identity is what my body craves and my body is my morality? 

Check.   

What have you experienced this week?  Do you feel the culture of our community putting 

pressure on your faith in Jesus Christ?  Do you feel the pressure to stay silent and look past the 

evil behavior?  Do you feel the pressure to conform and go along to get along?  Do you feel the 



Page | 3  

 

pressure to keep your faith in Jesus to yourself or within your own family?  As the pastor of Grace 

I’m aware that I stick out like a sore thumb.  I’m used to it.  When I walk into a coffee shop after 

church on a Sunday, every eye will be on me.  The owner of the shop says, “We don't get many 

suits in here.”  Think for a minute the pressure our teenagers are under in High School from some 

classmates, some teachers and the curriculum they are required to study, not to mention social 

media.  

It might surprise you to hear that the solution for Titus' ministry on Crete along with the 

congregations in that culture is the same as ours at Grace.  Cling to the Trustworthy message, 

encouraging believers in Jesus and exposing false teaching with that trustworthy message and 

then appointing qualified leaders to help them do it! 

The island of Crete is small, only 37 miles from north to south and 160 miles east to 

west.  Remember though they didn't have vehicles that traveled 60 mph.  They didn't have cell 

phones in their pockets to call Titus or their elders 24/7.  They were scattered around that island, 

isolated in small groups of believers in Jesus Christ.  These Christians needed to be supported and 

strengthened.  Paul gave Titus the mission to encourage these believers with God’s Word.  And 

confront false ideas and false teachers with God’s Word.  Yet Titus was also only one man without 

a car and without a cell phone.  He was tasked to find qualified Christian men who themselves 

were clinging to the trustworthy message and then able to encourage and expose with God’s 

Word just as he was doing.   

Every Sunday we gather at Grace in Portland to encourage each other around God’s Word and 

learn to expose false ideas with God’s Word.  We spend an hour in a worship service, hearing the 

words of God and His forgiveness.  And then we spend an hour gathered around the Word talking 

with each other, encouraging each other with this trustworthy message and learning how to 

expose false teachings with that trustworthy message.  The truth of God’s Word is so precious to 

us because in it the heart of our Creator is revealed.  We hear and learn of His loving plan for our 

lives.  We hear and learn His loving sacrifice for our souls.  We hear and learn His loving promise of 

a new heaven and new earth for our bodies and souls in eternal life.  What a blessing to have this 

trustworthy message. 

Next Sunday after worship we will have a congregational meeting and voter’s meeting.  The 

council will present a ministry plan for the coming year of 26-27.  As Christian families we live in a 

culture that puts pressure on our faith in Christ.  The assignment of Grace Ministries is to appoint 

qualified men to help us cling to the trustworthy message, using it to encourage believers in 

Christ and expose false teaching.  Please reserve time in your schedule to help us carry out the 

mission for every one of our families at Grace. 
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Sunday, June 7, 2026 – Second Sunday After Pentecost 

Flowers: J. Stadler 
Ushers:  Stadler 
  Alfaro, Daniel 
  Alfaro. Dario 
  Paschke 
 
9:30AM Worship Service 
   
 
Monday  June 8, 2026   
Tuesday June 9, 2026  -- Mary & Martha – 10:00AM   
Wednesday  June 10, 2026   
Thursday June 11, 2026    
Friday  June 12, 2026   
Saturday  June 13, 2026   
 
Sunday June 14, 2026 -- Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Comm. Prep: Hehr 
Comm. Help: Garcia 
  Gillespie 
Flowers: S. Hartwig – 50th Anniversary 
Ushers: Stadler 
  Alfaro, Daniel 
  Alfaro, Dario 
  Paschke 
 
9:30AM Worship Service with Holy Communion 
11:00AM Voter’s Meeting 

 
 

Prayer Cards 

If you are looking for the prayer cards, they are on the table when you come into the Narthex. 
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Worship Notes 

 

THIS WEEK’S THEME 
 
GOD LOVES SINNERS 
They never forgot their past. Moses never forgot how he killed a man in a fit of 
anger. Paul never forgot how he had savaged the Church of God. Matthew never 
forgot how, as a tax collector for the Roman Empire, he was considered a traitor to 
his people.  
 
But God forgot their past. He forgave all their sins and called them to proclaim his 
mercy. Christians are sinners whom God has mercifully called. Only mercy can explain 
why Jesus brings people to faith and promises them salvation. Only grace can explain 
how he calls them to serve as they are able, even in the ministry of the gospel. God 
loves sinners. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S THEME 

 
JESUS LEADS US 
The Law was given through Moses. He was a marvelous leader of his people, but he 
could not take them to the Promised Land. The Law can never get God’s people to 
the promised land. Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. Joshua, the successor 
of Moses, defeated the enemies of the people and led them into the Promised Land. 
Jesus defeats our enemies and shepherds us as his flock. The gracious Gospel of 
forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus is the only way to the promised land of 
heaven. Jesus leads us all the way there.   
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Mowing & Church Grounds  
Please consider signing up and helping with lawn care to make the Lord’s house grounds 
look the best possible.  
Contact Juan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions. 

 
 

Church Weekly Cleaning!   
The church building needs to be cleaned each week and we could use your help!  THANK 
YOU to those who have been so faithful in cleaning the Lord’s house and making it ready 
for worship! You are doing a wonderful job! 
Contact Susan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions. 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
Please let me be your guide for all things 

FLOWER CHART  
Found in the fellowship hall, signing up for flowers not only decorates our altar, but also allows your fellow 
members to participate in the special occasions you are remembering.  Potted tulips, mums, etc. can be used as 
well as cut flowers.  Call, email, or catch me before Sunday school for a personal tour of the vases we make 
available in the church kitchen.  If you would prefer, I would gladly arrange the flowers you bring.  Or select your 
budget and flower preferences and let me do the shopping and arranging. Thank you for your 
participation!  Susan Lewallen. 503-758-2685. susan@studiomcl.com 
 
 

Usher Sign-Ups 
Please consider signing up to be an Usher. Sign up sheets are located on the table in the Narthex. If you 
have any questions please contact one of the Elders. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:susan@studiomcl.com
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Men’s Breakfast 
 
Who? All Adult Males! 
What? Men’s Breakfast 
Where? Grace Church Campus 
When? Saturday June 20th 8AM-9AM 
Why?  Hearty Food, Christian Friendship 
 
We will pray and eat at 8 AM sharp.  After we eat, we will then have a discussion on some of the articles 
from "Forward in Christ" May issue.  Closing prayer at 9 AM sharp to get us out to our personal Kingdom 
battles for the weekend!  Men can stay and talk as long as they want.  If you have any questions or want 
to bring something, want to cook, please let Pastor know.  Please get the word out to every man you 
know! Fight the Good Fight! 
 

 
Lutheran Bible Camp 
One week left to register for Lutheran Bible Camp! Bible Camp is from June 28-July 3 for children going 
into 4th through 12th grade. Registration closes June 15. You can register at: lutheran-bible-camp-
498592.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3621570 . We hope that cost will not keep any child from 
enjoying camp; therefore scholarships are available. Please register and contact Pastor Tembreull to 
arrange assistance. Camp is a great experience and an opportunity to make Christian friends from around 
Oregon.  Please register today! 
 
Feel free to speak with Pastor Tembreull at  pastor@corvallislutherans.org or 541-231-6189 with any 
questions. 
 
Scan the QR code to register your camper! 
 

 
 

Upcoming Important Events 

June 
8 – PNWHS Association Meeting – Evergreen Lutheran High School – Zoom available 

 Please email me if interested in any information on this meeting 

http://lutheran-bible-camp-498592.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3621570
http://lutheran-bible-camp-498592.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3621570
mailto:pastor@corvallislutherans.org
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WELS Fellowship Opportunity 
 
A WELS member in WI has requested some help from the great PNW members! Her name is Ellie Frelitz 
and her dad is a pastor. If anyone is interested in hosting our sister in Christ or in more information about 
this opportunity, please contact Pastor Goelzer. 

 
Internship Host Request Information 
 
Dates: June 15th- August 21st. A couple additional days before and after would be appreciated to 
accommodate travel time and time to get acclimated. 
 
Needs: A bedroom, access to a bathroom, proximity to Portland public transportion routes, a place to 
prepare own meals, and an internet connection. 
 
Additional requests but not necessities : Ability to use laundry facilities, having a desk or a table and chair 
in the bedroom, a ride to church on Sunday, and the ability to use common areas of the home such as the 
living room. 
 
Company Address: 221 SE Ankeny St, 2nd floor, Portland, OR 97214 
 
Monetary compensation will be provided to the host. 
 
 

 
 
WELS Night at the HOPS 
 

a. https://www.milb.com/hillsboro/tickets/single-game-tickets?affiliateId=tickets-sidekick 
b. Section 107 is where we’ve been directing people if they want a nice seat- $37 apiece.  
c. We’ve also been directing people to GA- $11 apiece- really good for families.  

 

https://www.milb.com/hillsboro/tickets/single-game-tickets?affiliateId=tickets-sidekick
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Summer Youth Nights 
 

a. These nights are for youth, 9th grade through college, but probably focused a bit more on the 
mature side (for now). The kids we have in front of us are seniors in HS and freshmen in college.  

b. Starts at 6- a game as an ice breaker, then a growth grow style Bible Study. I’m going to lead for 
awhile, and ideally train Zach Liebelt to lead too.  

c. After Bible Study, we’ll do our vespers worship. Think quiet singing, prayer, devotion, and another 
song.  

d. Pizza for afterward- kids are invited to hang out as long as they want.  
e. First one is June 18th, then every other Thursday after that.  
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Women's Ministry 

 

Women's Bible Study  

Next meeting – June 20th at 9:30AM 

Location - Grace Lutheran School 

For more information contact: Penny Hung   971-272-1964 / penny.hung1@gmail.com 

 

Women's Fellowship 

To be determined 

 

Mary and Martha 

Tuesday, June 9th at 10 AM 

Church Fellowship 

For more information contact: Linda Bern 503-459-7630 / bernfamily@msn.com 

 

 

We are so excited for the opportunities we already have to grow together in our faith in Jesus and in our 

friendships as Christian sisters here at Grace.  Stay tuned as we work to grow and serve Jesus even better 

in the future. 

 

  

mailto:penny.hung1@gmail.com
mailto:bernfamily@msn.com
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"Was it worth it?"  

As the school year comes to an end, that question naturally comes to mind. Students have 

invested countless hours of learning and growing, while faithful supporters like you have invested 

your resources to make this ministry possible. People at the end likely will ask this question. You 

may try to answer that with grades, with friendships, with extra-curricular achievements, and that 

the students certainly will walk away with. But we also want to emphasize the part that makes us 

different; the spiritual growth and opportunities at Evergreen. The fact that these students heard 

God’s love and forgiveness for them every day. That they know where their strength comes from 

in times of weakness and doubt. That they know where to turn in times of struggles and 

temptations. They will walk out of Evergreen with at least a planted seed of faith, that will stay 

with them until they reach heaven. If that is the lasting impact of this school year, I would say it 

was worth it.  

Take a look at some of the final recaps of the year.  

• Grade School/High School ELHS Concert: Thank you to all the students who participated in 

this fun band concert. We look forward to the years when this year’s grade schoolers get to 

play with future grade schoolers as Eagles.   

• ELHS Giving Day: Thank you to all who supported Evergreen through your gifts. Even after 

posting our total of over $39,000. More gifts came in to put us over the $40,000 mark. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  

• Sports Wrap up: Congratulations to this years spring sport participants.  

o    Baseball: finished 4th in districts and lost in a close game to go to state.  

o    Boy's Track: Finished 2nd in state.  

o    Girl’s Track: Finished 7th in state.  

o    New school records were set in:  

§  Boys Pole Volt: Max Folmer (12’6”)  
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§  Girls Pole Volt: Ava Lovely (9’3)  

§  Boys Shot put: Stuart Grossruck (54’3.5”) * New 1B State Record! 

§  Girls Discuss: Emilie Circelli (136’1”)  

§  Boys Javelin: Tyler Henning (169’)  

• In connection to Memorial day, our History class invited some Veterans to come in and do 

small group interviews with the students. Thank you to those that participated and shared 

their experiences and sacrifices with our students.  

• June 5th  Pop’s Concert 7pm.  

• June 6th Graduation 2pm.  

• June 8th Association Meeting 630pm.  

• June 9th/10th WELS District Convention at Evergreen.  

• June 12th-16th students will be going on a Mission Trip to assist the new mission start church 

in Bend, OR.  

So, as a donor, was it worth it? I hope you along with us can look back and thank God for the gifts 

he has provided to us to provide Christian Education for another year at Evergreen. This ministry 

matters, what they learn here matters, You matter! Thank you for valuing this ministry with us 

and providing this opportunity for our families. 

In Christ, 

Ryan Schmeling 

Director of Mission Advancement 

Rschmeling@elhs.org 

715-220-1442 

Tax ID #91-6184677 

  

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/64BAD1C4-340E-453D-B984-D068D270BC8A/r/64BAD1C4-340E-453D-B984-D068D270BC8A_c5b80fca-ceaf-4ebd-bc4c-910fd7267b42/l/1606BC02-BFFC-4E56-8846-3B8271870CFB/c
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PNW District Convention 

Grace Lutheran Ministries is part of the Pacific Northwest District of the WELS.  We have a convention 

planned for June 9-10 at Evergreen Highschool in WA.  Ed Gillespie has agreed to represent our family of 

believers at the convention.  Pray for all of our lay delegates as they meet to advance the Kingdom of our 

Lord through all our congregations in the WELS. 

 

 


