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Dose of Grace #39  “Church Family” 
 

1 Timothy 5:8 (EHV) 

 

8But if anyone does not provide for his 

own family, and especially for his own 

household, he has denied the faith and is 

worse than an unbeliever. 

 

Galatians 6:9–10 (EHV) 

9Let us not become weary of doing good, because at the appointed time we will 

reap, if we do not give up. 10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, and especially to those who belong to the household of faith. 

 

“Do you have a church home?” or “Does he belong to a church family?”  I used to ask 

these questions to every visitor, neighbor, prospect I met.  After experiencing some 

blank stares, I have changed it up a bit.  Home and family are not words that people 

automatically understand about church.  Some people have not had good experiences 

with their birth family or their childhood home.  They are trying to forget or overcome 

the bad experiences they had with their birth family or childhood home.   

 

The apostle Paul argues for the term family and home.  He even uses the argument that 

unbelievers know what a good home looks like and a good family acts like.  His point is 

that the Christian church is to be the model family, the model home.  Adam ruined the 

family; Christ rebuilds the family. 

 

Is Grace Lutheran Church a household of faith, a family of believers?   

 

My wife didn't like shopping at the Walmart in our town in FL.  She would go to another 

store, drive farther, pay more with less selection because she enjoyed the friendly line at 

the checkout, friendly fellow shoppers, friendly safe space in the parking lot and the 

clean environment inside and outside the store.  She appreciated and enjoyed the 

friendly family atmosphere.   

 

Is that your experience at Grace Lutheran Church?  People drive farther, talk more, 

share more, relax more and stay longer because of the family atmosphere? 
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I dream about having all my family home for the holidays.  We have so much fun talking 

about our lives.  The Lord has blessed me with a loving caring family.  But when I told 

another member that, they said, “We can’t even spend a few minutes with my family; 

That's why I told you we couldn’t have a funeral at church.” Family can be a source of 

frustration or a source of revitalization. 

 

My role in my family has changed over time, but my sinful nature is always coming along 

with me into each role - son, brother, father, grandfather.  I have said things I regret to 

my children: “I’m not your friend, I'm your father.”  I have said things to my 

grandchildren that I regret like calling the people in tents behind school, “bad 

guys.”  Families are not perfect, not even Christian pastor families.  But Christian families 

have Christ.  Christ brings forgiveness for the past.  Christ brings aspirations to be better 

for each other. 

 

The perfect church is not on earth.  Mission work is messy.  The church on earth is not a 

“museum for saints; but a hospital for sinners."  The Christian congregation is constantly 

aspiring to be better.  What is the aspirational atmosphere we are striving to reach & 

maintain at Grace?  The Christian church is a family made up of individuals.  Each 

individual plays a role at creating and maintaining this household of faith at Grace, a 

family atmosphere.  When we read the apostolic letters to congregations we hear 

repeated encouragement - “love one another, forgive one another, submit to one 

another, care for each other. “Alongside these encouragements, we also hear the 

repeating command to carry out the mission: “preach the gospel, make disciples, pray, 

give thanks, collect offerings.”  Both are part of the Christian Family of Believers. 

 

Don’t be defensive.  Don’t be nostalgic.  Be honest with what your ears hear, your eyes 

see and your nose smells.  Does Grace match what we want it to feel like? A household 

of faith, a family of believers?  Caring for each other, forgiving each other, sharing the 

word of Christ?  Try to come to worship as a visitor.  What does a visitor, outsider, non-

church goer see, notice and hear?  Let’s aspire to have a Christian family 

atmosphere.  What can you do to be a sister and a brother to set and maintain a 

Christian family atmosphere at Grace? 
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Sunday, March 1, 2026 – Second Sunday in Lent 

Flowers:  
Ushers:  Gillespie 
  Williams 
  Acosta-Ware 
  Luplow, J. 
 
8:10 AM Bible Study – Famous Chapters 
8:30 AM Choir Rehearsal 
9:30 AM Worship Service 
11:00AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School 
  Voter’s Meeting: Topic – 1 & 2 Grade Call 
 
Monday  March 2, 2026  -- Book fair through the 6th 
Tuesday March 3, 2026  
Wednesday  March 4, 2026  -- Chapel 
     -- Kinderkonzert 
     -- Girls of Grace with Mrs. Stephanie, Ms. Stevie, and Mrs. Henning 
Thursday March 5, 2026  
Friday  March 6, 2026   
Saturday  March 7, 2026  
 
Sunday March 8, 2026 -- Third Sunday in Lent 
Flowers:  
Comm. Prep: Bern 
Comm. Help: Paschke 
  Meyer 
Ushers: Gillespie 
  Williams 
  Acosta—Ware 
  Luplow, J. 
 
8:10 AM Bible Study 201 -- Famous Chapters 
8:30 AM Choir Rehearsal 
9:30 AM Worship Service 
11:00 AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School 

 
 

PRAYERS 
 
 

Prayer Cards 

If you are looking for the prayer cards, they are on the table when you come into the Narthex. 
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Christian Growth 

Sunday School Lesson Plan 

February 8th - Winter #2 - Gen 43-44 - Josephs Kindness To His brothers 

February 15th - Winter #3 - Gen 44-45 - Joseph Forgives His brothers 

February 22nd - Winter #10 – Luke 2:41-52 - The 12 Year Old Jesus  

March 1st - Winter #11 – Luke 3 – Jesus’ Baptism 

March 8th - Winter #12 – Luke 4 – Jesus’ Temptation 

March 15th - Winter #13 – John 2 - Jesus Turns Water into Wine 

 

Adult Bible Study 

I encourage everyone to participate in bible studies and bible discussions at Grace.  Come and listen to 

grow in your knowledge and wisdom of God’s Word with us.  Come and share your experiences as a 

Christian to be a blessing to your fellow Christian families at Grace. We have two opportunities currently 

for you to talk with the pastor and your fellow Christians every Sunday:  

A. 8:15-9:15 before worship:  Famous Chapters (202) 

February 1st - 2 Thessalonians 2 - The Antichrist 

February 8th - Hebrews 11 - Heroes of Faith 

February 15nd - Revelation 7 - The Church Militant / Triumphant 

February 22nd - Revelation 21 - Our New Home 

B. 10:50-11:45 after worship:  Basic Christianity Class (101) 

February 1st - Honoring God - 1st-2nd Commandments 

February 8th - Worshipping God - 3rd Commandment 

February 15th - Honoring My Neighbors - 4th & 5th Commandments 

February 22nd - Honoring the Gift of Marriage/ Family - 6th Commandment 

March 1st - Honoring God's Gifts to Others - 7th & 8th Commandments 

March 8th - Source of Evil - 9th & 10th Commandments 

March 15th - Grow in Grace - Membership @ Grace 
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Mowing & Church Grounds  
Please consider signing up and helping with lawn care to make the Lord’s house grounds 
look the best possible.  
Contact Juan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions. 

 
 

Church Weekly Cleaning!   
The church building needs to be cleaned each week and we could use your help!  THANK 
YOU to those who have been so faithful in cleaning the Lord’s house and making it ready 
for worship! You are doing a wonderful job! 
Contact Susan Garcia to coordinate and for instructions. 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
Please let me be your guide for all things 

FLOWER CHART  
Found in the fellowship hall, signing up for flowers not only decorates our altar, but also allows your fellow 
members to participate in the special occasions you are remembering.  Potted tulips, mums, etc. can be used as 
well as cut flowers.  Call, email, or catch me before Sunday school for a personal tour of the vases we make 
available in the church kitchen.  If you would prefer, I would gladly arrange the flowers you bring.  Or select your 
budget and flower preferences and let me do the shopping and arranging. Thank you for your 
participation!  Susan Lewallen. 503-758-2685. susan@studiomcl.com 
 
 

Usher Sign-Ups 
Please consider signing up to be an Usher. Sign up sheets are located by the fellowship hall and entryway 
door. Currently we have availability through the rest of the year. If you have any questions please contact 
one of the Elders. 
 
 

 
Fellowship Hosting Sign Up 
Please sign up to bring goodies in for fellowship. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex. 
 

mailto:susan@studiomcl.com
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Choir Practice 
Enjoy singing? Come join the Grace Lutheran Church choir! We would love to have voices of all ranges 
join. We practice at 8:30AM in the balcony.  
 

Contact Information Needed 
We are updating contact information to send donation statements.  They will be sent out by the end of 
January.  We need email addresses for new attendees or anyone whose email has changed. Please put it 
on one of the contact cards or on your envelope or give the information to Steven or Penny Hung. If you 
need a papery copy or have any other questions please let us know as well.  
penny.hung1@gmail. com or 971-272-1968 
 

Lutheran Bible Camp 
June 28-July 3. Mark your calendars today as you make your summer plans. Lutheran Bible Camp is a 
great opportunity for your child to turn off all screens to connect with other Christian children, enjoy 
many outdoor activities, and learn from God’s Word. Camp is open to all children going into grades 4-12. 
Feel free to speak with Pastor Tembreull at  pastor@corvallislutherans.org or 541-231-6189 with any 
questions. 

 
Upcoming Important Events 

March 1 -- Voters Meeting: Topic 1 & 2 Grade Call 

March 4 -- Mid-Week Lenten Service – 6:30PM – Soup Supper -- 5:15PM 

March 8 -- Church Center Application Presentation – after worship 

March 11 -- Mid-Week Lenten Service – 6:30PM – Soup Supper -- 5:15PM 

March 18 -- Mid-Week Lenten Service – 6:30PM – Soup Supper -- 5:15PM 

March 25  -- Mid-Week Lenten Service – 6:30PM – Soup Supper -- 5:15PM 

April 2 -- Maundy Thursday Service 

April 3 -- Good Friday Service 

April 5  -- Easter Service(s) 

April 17-19 – Men’s Retreat 

 

 

  

mailto:pastor@corvallislutherans.org
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To register, please visit: 

https://hopeintigard.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3386076 

Church Center Application Presentation 
As we look on the map at the locations of our little flock across the greater Portland area, we notice that 

Grace Member families are spread across a wide radius.  As far west as Hillsboro, as far east as Hood 

River, as far north as Longview, and as far south as Wilsonville.  Couple that with sporadic worship 

attendance and an even lower overall bible class attendance, and the average family of Grace has 

difficulty feeling connected to the ministry of Grace.  We have already approved in our budget the use of 

the Planning Center application for keeping our member data and improving communication and 

connection to Grace Ministry.  Sunday March 8th after worship there will be a presentation on the 

Church Center Application.  It will be done by Melissa and Olivia Baker with Pastor assisting.  If you want 

to get a head start on signing up here's the link: 

ChurchCenter Application 
 
Southridge Church 
Kennewick, WA is excited to share with you that Pastor Dominic Olson will be installed as our pastor on 
Sunday, March 15. 
 
We invite you to join us for worship at 4:00PM and a meal to follow. All of this will take place in our 
Worship and Gathering Centers, at 3315 S. Sherman Street, Kennewick. No need to RSVP. 

https://hopeintigard.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3386076
http://grace-lutheran-church-487799.churchcenter.com/setup
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Women's Ministry - Under Construction 

Women's Bible Study  

Next meeting – March 21st 9:30AM 

Location - Grace Lutheran School 

For more information contact: Penny Hung   971-272-1964 / penny.hung1@gmail.com 

 

Women's Fellowship 

New information to come at a later date 

 

Mary and Martha 

Tuesday, March 10th at 10 AM 

Church Fellowship 

For more information contact: Linda Bern 503-459-7630 / bernfamily@msn.com 

 

 

We are so excited for the opportunities we already have to grow together in our faith in Jesus and in our 

friendships as Christian sisters here at Grace.  Stay tuned as we work to grow and serve Jesus even better 

in the future. 

 

  

mailto:penny.hung1@gmail.com
mailto:bernfamily@msn.com
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Wings & Wins - 2026 ELHS Annual Auction 

An evening out can make a lasting impact. At our Wings & Wins Auction on April 18, 

your ticket helps fuel student programs and open doors through financial aid. This 

annual event is more than a fundraiser—it’s a celebration of our students, 

supporters, and the future we’re building together. 

Early bird pricing available through March 31: 

$35 individual | $245 table of 8 

Join us for a night of purpose, generosity, and big wins for our students. 

Can’t Attend? Consider a Donation! 

Donations to Wings & Wins support student programs and financial aid—helping 

students rise higher every day. 

Your gift keeps their wings strong and their future bright. 

Items Donation Ideas: 

•  Are you a season ticket holder? 

•  Do you own a boat and would enjoy taking a group out for fishing or tour? 

•  Do you have a rental/vacation home? 

•  Do you and your friends have a favorite local spot? Organize a group donation 

to purchase gift cards to popular restaurants or destinations around town. 

Be creative! Your donation of an item, “experience,” or service would be a fantastic 

addition to our auction. Donate Online, or through your church contact.  

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/394061F4-8440-4DF3-B425-21AA95D329B0/r/394061F4-8440-4DF3-B425-21AA95D329B0_37ca471b-80d6-4537-9902-825ceabfc7ee/l/7628C866-170D-44CB-B657-8C2A23F1B00E/c
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