Grace Lutheran
Church & School

November 30, 2025

Dose of Grace (#27) “Better to Give than Receive...”

Acts 20:35 (EHV)

35In every way | gave you an example that, by working hard
like this, we need to help the weak and to remember the words
that the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.”

s it better to give than receive? | think so. | don't want my friends and family to buy me a gift that isn't
good. Ithink itis a control and trust issue for me. | have been disappointed before by presents and
want to save them from it. To receive a present is to trust.

The exchange of Christmas presents is an annual reminder of God's gift to us sinners - the Christ
child! God our Savior brings the gift of forgiveness, and adoption into God's family. The present is
wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a manger. The gift of His Son is for sinners in need. God's
Son took the place of sinful humanity in need.

The sinner is on the receiving end of God’s gift of his Son. The sinner is in need. God has the desire
and the power to meet that need. The characters of the Christmas story were in desperate need and
received the Christ child with pure joy. Think of all the famous characters of the Christmas story -
young Mary just old enough to be engaged, dealing with an “unwanted pregnancy” in the eyes of her
community, Joseph heartbroken that the love of his life cheated on him and the disrespect in the eyes
of his community, the poor shepherds trying to make ends meet, handpicked to receive the first
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Heavenly Birth announcement from Angels. The gift of the Christ child brings them all pure joy,
because of their “lowly state” as Mary sang.

The truth of the Christmas story is that it is for people in need. No, not necessarily in need of finances,
clothing, house and home or food and water. Definitely though in need of forgiveness of sins to
escape judgement and receive a reward of eternal life in heaven.

Advent is a time for us to remember our need...our spiritual need. Even today you and | know Jesus
Christ! We know that he has given to us our adoption into God's forgiven family.

John 1:12
To all who received him, he gave the right to become children of God.”

Yet we still are so weak in our faith that we appear to be and sound like “Scrooges” with no need for
God's gift of free and full forgiveness of sins. As we get closer to celebrate the greatest Christmas Gift
ever - the Christ child, look at the humility and weakness of the people. Allow God's Gift to empower
your gifts! Remember Christmas is about God giving and sinners receiving.

Can we then follow in line with our Savior Jesus Christ? Could we be generous in our giving to others,
as generous as Jesus our Savior was to us? He even promises to out give us!

Luke 6:38 (EHV)

38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure pressed down, shaken together, and running
over will be poured into your lap. In fact, the measure with which you measure will be
measured back to you.”

graceannouncements@grace-wels.net



Sunday, November 30, 2025 - First Sunday in Advent

Flowers:
Ushers: Williams
Stadler
i race
Paschke
8:10 AM Bible Study 202 ERAN CHURCH
8:30 AM Choir Practice e%
LN

9:30 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School

Monday December 1, 2025
Tuesday December 2, 2025

Wednesday December 3,2025 - Chapel - 8:30AM

Thursday December 4, 2025

Friday December 5, 2025
Saturday December 6, 2025
Sunday December 7,2025 -- Second Sunday in Advent
Flowers:
Ushers: Curry
Acosta-Ware
Gillespie
Meyer
8:10 AM Bible Study 202
9:30 AM Worship Service

11:00 AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School

PRAYERS

graceannouncements@grace-wels.net



$ADVENT %

IMMINENT ARRIVAL

Worship Theme This Sunday:

IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF THE KING: The king is an important person. His arrival at our place can mean something quite
different to us depending on our relationship with him. We might fear his arrival if we expect him to punish us. We might
welcome his arrival if we expect him to validate us. Either way, we expect his arrival to be a big deal. How would it make us
feel if we heard that his arrival would be informal and familiar?

Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. We begin at the end, watching King Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a donkey
colt, knowing full well that he will be killed before the end of the week. The events of Palm Sunday serve as a microcosm for
all Jesus’ work, proving the King of the universe was willing to humble himself and endure anything for our salvation. That is
precisely why Christ came. That is why we anticipate his imminent arrival not with worry but with joy.

Worship Theme Next Sunday:

IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF THE JUDGE: The judge is an important person. You stand when he enters the courtroom. What he
says must be obeyed. If you are the one on trial, his determinations make a big difference in how your life will continue.

You might be quite nervous if the judge is about to arrive. John invited people to turn their nervousness to repentance. He
says that the arrival of the Judge is imminent, and the kingdom of heaven is near! You are invited to hear John, repent, and
believe the good news of the coming Savior.
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Famous Chapters

(New Testament)
Chapters Theme? - f""fﬁb?é“than a
* Matthew 5 e Sermon on the Mount ‘cdlIege educatlon.
* Matthew 18 * Church Discipline | TheodomRooseven
e Acts 1 e Ascension |
 Acts 2 * Pentecost Su ndays
* Romans 13 * Government Oct-N
e 2 Thessalonians 2 « Antichrist J@t‘?ﬂ J@\\‘I/
3:10 AM

New Member Class
(Christianity 101)
Sundays 10:45-11:45 (Sept 7th)
Free Bible, Coffee & Donuts!

Grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. \Jy
2 Peter 3:18 (EHV) Y
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0135 @Grace

= Mowing & Church Property
\"};’* THANK YOU to Roger Schrab for faithfully maintaining the grounds at Grace Church and
C making it beautiful! Please consider signing up and helping him with lawn care.

Church Weekly Cleaning!

The church building needs to be cleaned each week and we could use your help! THANK
YOU to those who have been so faithful in cleaning the Lord’s house and making it ready
for worship! You are doing a wonderful job!

0 Altar Flowers

Please consider signing up for bringing altar flowers for our Sunday Worship. We
need flowers every week! Signup sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall on the
north facing wall.

Usher Sign-Ups

Please consider signing up to be an Usher. Sign up sheets are located by the fellowship
hall and entryway door. Currently we have availability through the rest of the year. If
you have any questions please contact one of the Elders.

”ﬁg Fellowship Hosting Sign Up

&&)__ |~ Please sign up to bring goodies in for fellowship. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex.
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Choir Practice

Enjoy singing? Come join the Grace Lutheran Church choir! We would love to have voices of all ranges
join. We practice at 8:30AM in the balcony. Right now we are practicing for our 50" Anniversary
Celebration next week, September 215! It’s never to late to start!

Mainspring Food Donations
The Mary and Martha Group has decided to do special food offerings for Mainspring for Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter. The collection baskets will be out for three weeks prior to these holidays.

Our first collection beginning on November 9, 16, and 23. Collection baskets will be in the fellowship hall.

Liturgical Paraments

Your Mary and Martha Group is looking to add Red Literurgical Paraments to use in our church for
Reformation, Pentecost, and Confirmation.

We have bids from the Praise Banner Company to purchase this set for $900.

We would gratefully accept any donations to purchase these!

Questions? Contact Sara Hehr — 503-319-5941

Mary and Martha Christmas Party

The ladies of the congregation are invited to join the Mary & Martha group’s Christmas party on
December 9t at 10:00AM.

There will be a sign up for the potluck. Hot dishes, salads, and desserts.

If attending, please also bring 4 dozen cookies for the shut ins.

Gift exchange will happen for those wishing to participate. There is a $20 limit.
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Women's Ministry - Under Construction

Women's Bible Study
None in December — Next meeting January 24™ 9:30AM

Location - Grace Lutheran School

For more information contact: Penny Hung 971-272-1964 [ penny.hungi@gmail.com

Women's Fellowship

Sunday, December 14" 3-5 PM
Tammy Godish's Home
Potluck and Gift Exchange

For more information contact: Jill Curry 503-713-8652 / jillac3232@gmail.com

Mary and Martha

Tuesday, December 8% 10 AM

Church Fellowship

Christmas party potluck and gift exchange

For more information contact: Linda Bern 503-459-7630 [ bernfamily@msn.com

We are so excited for the opportunities we already have to grow together in our faith in Jesus and in our
friendships as Christian sisters here at Grace. Stay tuned as we work to grow and serve Jesus even better
in the future.
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Important Events Coming Up

Tuesday, December 9 - Mary & Martha Christmas Party

Saturday, December 13 - Posada

Sunday, December 14 -- Women's Fellowship Christmas Potluck and gift exchange
Thursday, December 18 — Grace School Christmas Practice at Church

Friday, December 19 — Early Release AND Preschool Christmas Program

Sunday, December 21 — Christmas Service at Church

Monday, December 22 - Friday, January 2 — Christmas Break

1 . Christ-Centered Education
@ Grace Ce I eb ratl n g - Low Student/Teacher Ratio
LUTHERAN sCHOOL 50 Yea rs . Pre-K — 8th Grade

GRACEPDX.COM

Prayer Cards

If you are looking for the prayer cards, they are on the table when you come into the Narthex.
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The Eagle Message

Grace Lutheran School

CALLED AND CHOSEN
1 Peter 2:9

Ny,

Wreath orders are herel
Orders can be picked up in the school entryway
at the end of the school day.
We have a few EXTRA WREATHS available
for purchase. Please contact Mrs. Kraklow
Ikraklow@grace-wels.net or 503-777-8628 if
you would like to purchase one of the exiras.

mkgiving

i

Thanksgiving Vacation this week
Wednesday - Friday
There will be NO CLASSES Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, November 26-28, as we
take time to thank our gracious Lord for all the
blessings he has given us.

December calendar adjustments

Hot lunch is now scheduled for Tuesday,
December 9%, Chapel for the last week of
school in December will be on Thursday the
180 since that is when all K-8 students
practice for the Christmas service at Grace
CHURCH.

Posada -a Fmil_w[ Advent Celebration

Everyone is invited to our annual Posada, a
Mexican Advent Celebration, at Grace
Lutheran School on SATURDAY, Dec. 13h,
4:30 - 6:00. This will be a fun celebration with a
live re-enactment of Joseph and Mary looking
for room for baby Jesus to be bom. We will
enjoy breaking Pinatas and eating Tamales,
Churros and other traditional Mexican food.
The children will receive goodie bags. We hope
that your family will join the FUN!

GAMES AND GRUB

Many thanks to everyone who joined the fun on
Friday night. We raised $1,145 to go toward
purchasing new stage platforms, and there
were 71 people here enjoying the exciting
Games and the delicious Grub. Special thanks
go to the Leitzke families (Noelle & Kyle and
Madison & Karl) for making this another
successful event.

Phone/Text: 503-777-8628

Bottle & Can Collection Fundraisar
We have a special opportunity to raise even
more funds in the coming weeks - drop off your
filled Blus Bags between Nevember 15 and
December 2 for our school to receive a 20%
match from the BattleDrop organization.

Bring in your bottles and cans during this time
to make this fundraiser even more successful.
Malke sure te gather up vour beverage
containers from your holiday celebrations!
You can pick up Blue Collection Bags when
you come to school or ask to have some sent
home with your student. Fill the bags with
EMPTY, CLEAN 170¢ Oregon deposit
containers. Plastic, aluminum & glass go in the
same bag - 20 pounds or less! {please fill bags

only halfway with glass bottles - thanks).

Fax / Second line: 503-230-1354
glsoffice @ grace-wels.net

www.gracepdx.com




Grace Lutheran School
December 2025

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 Chapel 4 5 ‘ 6
Mr. Henning
Wreaths delivered 8:30 0‘ 0’ BOttleDl'Op
w Piano Lessons om
November 25
7 8 9 10 Chapel 11 12 13
Mr. Jo Brlyrelease 1145 | Advent Posada
8:30
rewards o Heot Lomwech at school
) Ak Plano Lessons Staff Mtg. 12:30
15 16 17 Chapel 18 19 20
Pastor Bourman Kindergarten-8th Class parties
8:30 Christmas Service 11:45 Dismissal
Practice 8:00 AM Rreschod
Plano Lessons | at Grace CHURCH Frogram
*10:00 dismissal * | af GaceQurché630
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Grace Lutheran
School (hristmas Chuistmas Eve | Chuistmas Day
Service at Grace
Church 9:30 am ok * Christmas Vacation ¥ £S |
28 29 30 31 January 1 January 2 January 3
New Yeans' Eve| New Years' Day Classes resume
Mon. Jan 5, 2026
Christmas Vacation % s |
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BOARDS & COMMITTEES AT GRACE

Church Council & Leadership
Juan Garcia - President
Jason Tanner — 1 VP & Secretary
Josh Luplow -2 VP & BOE Chair
Larry Glasheen — Ministry CFO
Dan Paschke - GLS Finance
John Henning - Principal

Board of Education

Josh Luplow - Chair

Dave House

Dan Paschke

Kyle Leitzke

Penny Hung

Tammy Godish - Preschool
John Henning — Principal

Board of Elders

Craig Baker — Head Elder
Len Stadler

Josh Luplow

Jacob Meyer

Worship Committee
Marilyn Baer

Sue Hartwig

Melissa Baker

Olivia Baker

Jacob Meyer

Mary & Martha

Sara Hehr - President

Elke Werner - Vice President
Linda Bern — Secretary
Cathie Gillespie - Treasurer
Leann Breza - LWMS

Trustees
Ed Gillespie
Matt Ginnow
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