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November 30, 2025 

 

Dose of Grace (#27) “Better to Give than Receive...” 

Acts 20:35 (EHV) 

35In every way I gave you an example that, by working hard 

like this, we need to help the weak and to remember the words 

that the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than 

to receive.’” 

 

 

 
 

Is it better to give than receive?  I think so.  I don't want my friends and family to buy me a gift that isn't 

good.  I think it is a control and trust issue for me.  I have been disappointed before by presents and 

want to save them from it.  To receive a present is to trust.   

 

The exchange of Christmas presents is an annual reminder of God’s gift to us sinners - the Christ 

child!  God our Savior brings the gift of forgiveness, and adoption into God’s family.  The present is 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a manger.  The gift of His Son is for sinners in need. God’s 

Son took the place of sinful humanity in need.   

 

The sinner is on the receiving end of God’s gift of his Son.  The sinner is in need.  God has the desire 

and the power to meet that need.  The characters of the Christmas story were in desperate need and 

received the Christ child with pure joy.  Think of all the famous characters of the Christmas story - 

young Mary just old enough to be engaged, dealing with an “unwanted pregnancy” in the eyes of her 

community, Joseph heartbroken that the love of his life cheated on him and the disrespect in the eyes 

of his community, the poor shepherds trying to make ends meet, handpicked to receive the first 
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Heavenly Birth announcement from Angels.  The gift of the Christ child brings them all pure joy, 

because of their “lowly state” as Mary sang.   

 

The truth of the Christmas story is that it is for people in need.  No, not necessarily in need of finances, 

clothing, house and home or food and water.  Definitely though in need of forgiveness of sins to 

escape judgement and receive a reward of eternal life in heaven.   

 

Advent is a time for us to remember our need…our spiritual need.  Even today you and I know Jesus 

Christ!  We know that he has given to us our adoption into God’s forgiven family.   

 

John 1:12  

To all who received him, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

 

Yet we still are so weak in our faith that we appear to be and sound like “Scrooges” with no need for 

God’s gift of free and full forgiveness of sins.  As we get closer to celebrate the greatest Christmas Gift 

ever - the Christ child, look at the humility and weakness of the people.  Allow God’s Gift to empower 

your gifts! Remember Christmas is about God giving and sinners receiving. 

 

Can we then follow in line with our Savior Jesus Christ?  Could we be generous in our giving to others, 

as generous as Jesus our Savior was to us?  He even promises to out give us! 

 

Luke 6:38 (EHV) 

38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure pressed down, shaken together, and running 

over will be poured into your lap. In fact, the measure with which you measure will be 

measured back to you.” 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



graceannouncements@grace-wels.net 

 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 – First Sunday in Advent 

Flowers:  
Ushers:  Williams 
  Stadler 
  Luplow, J 
  Paschke 
8:10 AM Bible Study 202 
8:30 AM Choir Practice 
9:30 AM Worship Service 
11:00 AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School 
 
Monday  December 1, 2025  
Tuesday December 2, 2025   
Wednesday  December 3, 2025 -- Chapel – 8:30AM  
       
Thursday December 4, 2025   
Friday  December 5, 2025  
Saturday  December 6, 2025  
 
Sunday December 7, 2025  -- Second Sunday in Advent 
Flowers:  
Ushers: Curry 
  Acosta-Ware 
  Gillespie 
  Meyer 
8:10 AM  Bible Study 202 
9:30 AM Worship Service 
11:00 AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School 
 

 
 

PRAYERS 
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Worship Theme This Sunday: 

IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF THE KING: The king is an important person. His arrival at our place can mean something quite 

different to us depending on our relationship with him. We might fear his arrival if we expect him to punish us. We might 

welcome his arrival if we expect him to validate us. Either way, we expect his arrival to be a big deal. How would it make us 

feel if we heard that his arrival would be informal and familiar?  

Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. We begin at the end, watching King Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a donkey 

colt, knowing full well that he will be killed before the end of the week. The events of Palm Sunday serve as a microcosm for 

all Jesus’ work, proving the King of the universe was willing to humble himself and endure anything for our salvation. That is 

precisely why Christ came. That is why we anticipate his imminent arrival not with worry but with joy. 

 

Worship Theme Next Sunday: 

IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF THE JUDGE: The judge is an important person. You stand when he enters the courtroom. What he 

says must be obeyed. If you are the one on trial, his determinations make a big difference in how your life will continue.  

You might be quite nervous if the judge is about to arrive. John invited people to turn their nervousness to repentance. He 

says that the arrival of the Judge is imminent, and the kingdom of heaven is near! You are invited to hear John, repent, and 

believe the good news of the coming Savior. 



graceannouncements@grace-wels.net 

 

 

 

 



graceannouncements@grace-wels.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mowing & Church Property  
THANK YOU to Roger Schrab for faithfully maintaining the grounds at Grace Church and 
making it beautiful! Please consider signing up and helping him with lawn care.   
 
 

 
 
 

Church Weekly Cleaning!   
The church building needs to be cleaned each week and we could use your help!  THANK 
YOU to those who have been so faithful in cleaning the Lord’s house and making it ready 
for worship! You are doing a wonderful job! 
 

 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
Please consider signing up for bringing altar flowers for our Sunday Worship.   We 
need flowers every week! Signup sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall on the 
north facing wall.  
 

 
 
 

Usher Sign-Ups 
Please consider signing up to be an Usher. Sign up sheets are located by the fellowship 
hall and entryway door. Currently we have availability through the rest of the year. If 
you have any questions please contact one of the Elders. 
 
 
 

 

Fellowship Hosting Sign Up 
Please sign up to bring goodies in for fellowship. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex. 
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Choir Practice 
Enjoy singing? Come join the Grace Lutheran Church choir! We would love to have voices of all ranges 
join. We practice at 8:30AM in the balcony. Right now we are practicing for our 50th Anniversary 
Celebration next week, September 21st! It’s never to late to start! 
 

 
Mainspring Food Donations 
The Mary and Martha Group has decided to do special food offerings for Mainspring for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Easter. The collection baskets will be out for three weeks prior to these holidays.  
 
Our first collection beginning on November 9, 16, and 23. Collection baskets will be in the fellowship hall. 
 
 

Liturgical Paraments 
Your Mary and Martha Group is looking to add Red Literurgical Paraments to use in our church for 
Reformation, Pentecost, and Confirmation. 
 
We have bids from the Praise Banner Company to purchase this set for $900. 
 
We would gratefully accept any donations to purchase these! 
 
Questions? Contact Sara Hehr – 503-319-5941 

 
 
Mary and Martha Christmas Party 
The ladies of the congregation are invited to join the Mary & Martha group’s Christmas party on 
December 9th at 10:00AM.  
 
There will be a sign up for the potluck. Hot dishes, salads, and desserts. 
 
If attending, please also bring 4 dozen cookies for the shut ins. 
 
Gift exchange will happen for those wishing to participate. There is a $20 limit. 
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Women's Ministry - Under Construction 

Women's Bible Study  

None in December – Next meeting January 24th 9:30AM 

Location - Grace Lutheran School 

For more information contact: Penny Hung   971-272-1964 / penny.hung1@gmail.com 

 

Women's Fellowship 

Sunday, December 14th 3-5 PM 

Tammy Godish's Home  

Potluck and Gift Exchange 

For more information contact: Jill Curry 503-713-8652 / jillac3232@gmail.com 

 

Mary and Martha 

Tuesday, December 8th 10 AM 

Church Fellowship 

Christmas party potluck and gift exchange 

For more information contact: Linda Bern 503-459-7630 / bernfamily@msn.com 

 

 

We are so excited for the opportunities we already have to grow together in our faith in Jesus and in our 

friendships as Christian sisters here at Grace.  Stay tuned as we work to grow and serve Jesus even better 

in the future. 

  

mailto:penny.hung1@gmail.com
mailto:jillac3232@gmail.com
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Important Events Coming Up  
 
Tuesday, December 9 – Mary & Martha Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 13 – Posada 
Sunday, December 14 -- Women's Fellowship Christmas Potluck and gift exchange 
Thursday, December 18 –  Grace School Christmas Practice at Church 
Friday, December 19 – Early Release AND Preschool Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21 – Christmas Service at Church 
Monday, December 22 – Friday, January 2 – Christmas Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Cards  

If you are looking for the prayer cards, they are on the table when you come into the Narthex. 
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Church Council & Leadership 
Juan Garcia – President 
Jason Tanner – 1 VP & Secretary 
Josh Luplow – 2 VP & BOE Chair  
Larry Glasheen – Ministry CFO 
Dan Paschke – GLS Finance 
John Henning – Principal 
 
Board of Education  
Josh Luplow – Chair 
Dave House  
Dan Paschke 
Kyle Leitzke 
Penny Hung 
Tammy Godish - Preschool  
John Henning – Principal 
 
Board of Elders 
Craig Baker – Head Elder 
Len Stadler 
Josh Luplow 
Jacob Meyer 
 
Worship Committee 
Marilyn Baer 
Sue Hartwig 
Melissa Baker  
Olivia Baker 
Jacob Meyer 
 
Mary & Martha 
Sara Hehr – President 
Elke Werner – Vice President 
Linda Bern – Secretary  
Cathie Gillespie - Treasurer 
Leann Breza – LWMS  
 
 
Trustees  
Ed Gillespie 
Matt Ginnow  

BOARDS & COMMITTEES AT GRACE 


