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November 9, 2025 
 

Dose of Grace (#24) “Why baptize them?” 

 

1 Peter 3:21 (EHV) 21And corresponding to that, baptism 

now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the body but 

the guarantee of a good conscience before God through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

“Pastor, we are going to wait for our children to decide for themselves what he wants when it comes to 

religion.” 

 

I’m sure you have had a similar conversation with friends or family when you talk about baptism for 

their children.  We haven't had a baptism for a few months at Grace so when I was asked about infant 

baptism, I wanted to share it with everyone.  Let’s ask our Savior to bless us with the opportunities to 

bring little ones to him through baptism.  Would you like some ammo for your next conversation about 

baptism?  Not to win a debate but to help parents bring their children to Jesus Christ.   Here are some 

passages that you might use to allow the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts. 

 

“Children are innocent…they don’t need to be baptized.”  

 

 Adam and Eve in paradise were innocent until….you know the story.  They sinned. What about their 

children?  Adam and Eve were made in the image of God.  What about their children? Their children 

were born not in innocence, not in the image of God:   

 

Genesis 5:3 (EHV) 3Adam lived 130 years, and he became the father of a son in his own likeness, 

according to his own image, and he named him Seth. 

 

“Well maybe children aren’t innocent, but they are not sinful.  They can’t commit any sins yet.” 

 

True enough, infants are so very beautiful and precious.  It does not appear from the outside that the 

child has done anything to deserve punishment.  Our human judgement on what is deserving 



graceannouncements@grace-wels.net 

 

punishment is not the same as God’s judgement on sin.  Can infants die?  We wish it wasn't true.  Yet 

we can’t close our eyes and pretend that there are no neonatal intensive care units, doctors and 

nurses.  God clearly says that those who die are those who are sinful.  It is clear in God’s Word that 

death is the result of sin.  So also, it is clear about the sinful situation that children are born into: 

 

Romans 5:12 (EHV)12So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through 

sin, so also death spread to all people because all sinned. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:22 (EHV) 22For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all will be made 

alive. 

 

These few portions of God’s Word tell us that children are born without the image of God and with 

sin.  Our children are in need of forgiveness for their sins.  Our children are in need of a Savior.  How 

can we bring our children to Jesus Christ?  Thanks be to God he has given us a way to connect our 

children to the forgiveness of sins and their Savior from sin: Baptism. 

 

“Children can’t do anything.  They can’t believe in Jesus." 

 

The bible is clear that sinners can’t do anything to be saved from their sins.  Neither the young nor the 

old, infants nor adults are able to change their sinful situation.  All people are born dead 

spiritually.  What could a spiritually dead person do to change their situation? God comes to 

us!  Thanks be to God he saves us from sin, death and hell: 

 

Titus 3:4–6 (EHV) 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, 

5he saved us—not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved 

us through the washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on 

us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  

 

Baptism is not something the sinner does.  Baptism is what God does to us, for us.  Through baptism 

we are adopted into God’s family and clothed with Christ.  I pray that these words of our God might 

give you the courage to speak up with confidence for the blessing of baptism to the little ones that 

Jesus died to save.   

 

Matthew 28:19–20 (EHV) 19Therefore go and gather disciples from all nations by baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and by teaching them to keep 

all the instructions I have given you. And surely I am with you always until the end of the age.” 
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Sunday, November 9, 2025 – Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost 

Flowers: Jensen 
Comm. Prep: Gillespie 
Ushers:  Williams 
  Stadler 
  Luplow, J 
  Paschke 
8:10 AM Bible Study 202 
8:30 AM Choir Practice 
9:30 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School 
 
Monday  November 10, 2025 -- Wreath Orders Due 
Tuesday November 11, 2025 -- Mary & Martha Meeting – 10:00AM 
Wednesday  November 12, 2025 -- Chapel – 8:30AM 
     -- K, 1st, & 2nd – Kinderkonzert – 9:30AM 
Thursday November 13, 2025  
Friday  November 14, 2025 -- Early Release – 11:45AM 
     -- Staff Meeting – 12:30PM 
Saturday  November 15, 2025 -- LWMS Fall Rally – 10:00 AM – Peace, Vancouver 
 
Sunday November 16, 2025  -- Twenty - Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Flowers:  
Ushers: Williams 
  Stadler 
  Luplow, J 
  Paschke 
8:10 AM  Bible Study 202 
9:30 AM Worship Service – Grace School sings 
11:00 AM Bible Study 101 and Sunday School 
 

 
 

PRAYERS 
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Worship Theme This Sunday: 

GRACE/JOY: King David once said that guilt makes you feel like your very bones are rotting. Guilt makes you feel weak . . . 

sick. Guilt can make it hard to focus on anything else . . . hard to function. And guilt is an inescapable fact of life. Everyone 

carries guilt about something. Worse, our efforts to deal with guilt—minimizing our mistakes, making excuses for our sin—

don’t help, but only make us feel worse. What alleviates the burden of guilt?  

Just one thing—God’s gift of grace. Christ’s love is undeserved and unconditional. He pardons every sin. This is the entire 

reason Jesus came to earth. This was his mission—to give the gift of grace! When we receive that gift, our guilt melts. Left in 

its place is the joy of our salvation. 

 

Worship Theme Next Sunday: 

RESURRECTION/HOPE: People think of “hope” as being an optimistic desire. “I hope it doesn’t rain this weekend” simply 

means that is what you want to happen. Your hope doesn’t mean that will happen. It might pour all weekend. Yet, that is 

the best the world can offer—an uncertain enthusiasm, a cautious anticipation. Optimism is the cause of that shaky type of 

hope. In a world as hard as this one, we need more than shaky hope.  

Jesus gives us better. He has given us the unbreakable promise of resurrection, a promise rooted in his own resurrection. 

More, he has given us the promise of eternal life in a breathtakingly beautiful heavenly home. What is the effect of Jesus 

giving us such promises? We are given a better type of hope . . . a certain hope. We watch and wait for the life that is to 

come, with the certainty that it will come. For Jesus has made a promise. And one thing Jesus never does is lie! 
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Mowing & Church Property  
THANK YOU to Roger Schrab for faithfully maintaining the grounds at Grace Church and 
making it beautiful! Please consider signing up and helping him with lawn care.   
 
 

 
 
 

Church Weekly Cleaning!   
The church building needs to be cleaned each week and we could use your help!  THANK 
YOU to those who have been so faithful in cleaning the Lord’s house and making it ready 
for worship! You are doing a wonderful job! 
 

 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
Please consider signing up for bringing altar flowers for our Sunday Worship.   We 
need flowers every week! Signup sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall on the 
north facing wall.  
 

 
 
 

Usher Sign-Ups 
Please consider signing up to be an Usher. Sign up sheets are located by the fellowship 
hall and entryway door. Currently we have availability through the rest of the year. If 
you have any questions please contact one of the Elders. 
 
 
 

 

Fellowship Hosting Sign Up 
Please sign up to bring goodies in for fellowship. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex. 
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Choir Practice 
Enjoy singing? Come join the Grace Lutheran Church choir! We would love to have voices of all ranges 
join. We practice at 8:30AM in the balcony. Right now we are practicing for our 50th Anniversary 
Celebration next week, September 21st! It’s never to late to start! 
 

Wreath Orders 
I know it seems early to be thinking about Christmas… However, we are again offering beautiful wreaths 
this holiday season.  Order forms, with sizes and pricing, are attached and are available at your 
church.  THE DEADLINE TO ORDER IS MONDAY November 10TH.  Completed order forms, with payment, 
can be given to Lily Henning, or mailed to/dropped off at the school (2252 SE 92nd Ave. Portland, 
OR  97216) Checks should be made out to: “Working Eagles”.  Wreaths will be delivered in early 
December.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call, text or email Lynn Kraklow at the school, 
503-777-8628, cell 360-903-4939 or at lkraklow@grace-wels.net.  We are so grateful that you have 
supported our school for so many years. 
 

Mainspring Food Donations 
The Mary and Martha Group has decided to do special food offerings for Mainspring for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Easter. The collection baskets will be out for three weeks prior to these holidays.  
 
Our first collection beginning on November 9, 16, and 23. Collection baskets will be in the fellowship hall. 
 
 

Liturgical Paraments 
Your Mary and Martha Group is looking to add Red Literurgical Paraments to use in our church for 
Reformation, Pentecost, and Confirmation. 
 
We have bids from the Praise Banner Company to purchase this set for $900. 
 
We would gratefully accept any donations to purchase these! 
 
Questions? Contact Sara Hehr – 503-319-5941 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lkraklow@grace-wels.net/
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Important Events Coming Up  
 
Saturday, November 15 – LWMS Fall Rally at Peace Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA 
 
Friday, November 21 – Parent/Teacher Conferences AND Games and Grub 
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November 5th,  2025 

Prayer Request Card 

Did you hear about the battle in Dearborn, MI over the mosques, muslim house of worship,  ‘call to prayer?’  At 

their city council meeting the citizens were upset and heated in debate.  Here is a quote from one of the towns 

people: 

"The mosques in East Dearborn are at times waking us up at 5:30 a.m. with a call to prayer and, at other times, 

forcing us to listen to the prayer in our yard and in our own home."  

 This story made me think about my own prayer life.   Why do the other religions seem to be better at 

praying?  Does my prayer frequency and quality say something about my relationship with my Creator and 

Savior?  I honestly want to pray more to my Creator and Savior.  I want to pray more for my family.  I want to 

pray more for my church family and your physical and spiritual battles.  I want to pray more for our fellow 

members of the Oregon Circuit and their  spiritual battles.  I want to pray more for our synod of believers across 

the globe as they fight the good fight for Christ’s Kingdom.  Now how? 

There are a few tricks I use to help me to remember to pray.  I schedule time in the morning before breakfast or 

time after lunch before I attack the afternoon’s work.  Sometimes I write down my prayers - a prayer journal, 

and sometimes I make a note on my phone as a running prayer list, todoist.  

To help us all to pray more to our Creator and Savior and for each other, you’ll find prayer request cards on the 

table in the entryway.  It has a box to check to make the prayer private or public.  You can hand the prayer 

request card directly to me or place it on the offering plate.  If I get it before church I will add all public prayers 

to the worship prayers that Sunday.   

I'm looking forward to praying more specifically for each of you.  Remember these promises of our Creator and 

Savior.   

    15Call on me in the day of distress.  

    I will deliver you, and you will honor me.  

Holy Bible: Evangelical Heritage Version (Milwaukee, WI: Northwestern Publishing House, 2019), Ps 50:15. 

9“I tell you, keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep seeking, and you will find. Keep knocking, and it will 

be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives. The one who seeks finds. And to the one who knocks, it 

will be opened.  

Holy Bible: Evangelical Heritage Version (Milwaukee, WI: Northwestern Publishing House, 2019), Lk 11:9–10. 

 

By God’s Grace, 

Pastor CA Goelzer 
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 https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/oregon/portland/grace-lutheran-school 

https://forms.gle/XBpS5W5udUWrW1AM6 

https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/oregon/portland/grace-lutheran-school
https://forms.gle/XBpS5W5udUWrW1AM6
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Church Council & Leadership 
Juan Garcia – President 
Jason Tanner – 1 VP & Secretary 
Josh Luplow – 2 VP & BOE Chair  
Larry Glasheen – Ministry CFO 
Dan Paschke – GLS Finance 
John Henning – Principal 
 
Board of Education  
Josh Luplow – Chair 
Dave House  
Dan Paschke 
Kyle Leitzke 
Penny Hung 
Tammy Godish - Preschool  
John Henning – Principal 
 
Board of Elders 
Craig Baker – Head Elder 
Len Stadler 
Josh Luplow 
Jacob Meyer 
 
Worship Committee 
Marilyn Baer 
Sue Hartwig 
Melissa Baker  
Olivia Baker 
Jacob Meyer 
 
Mary & Martha 
Sara Hehr – President 
Elke Werner – Vice President 
Linda Bern – Secretary  
Cathie Gillespie - Treasurer 
Leann Breza – LWMS  
 
 
Trustees  
Ed Gillespie 
Matt Ginnow  

BOARDS & COMMITTEES AT GRACE 


