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So that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. – Phil 2:10-11 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
Set this glory of yours above the heavens. – Ps 8:1 

Opening Hymn: Angels from the Realms of Glory CW 347 sts. 1, 3, 5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Word 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived 

among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
10I will rejoice greatly in the LORD. 
My soul will celebrate because of my God, 
for he has clothed me in garments of salvation. 
With a robe of righteousness he covered me, 
like a bridegroom who wears a beautiful headdress like a priest, 
and like a bride who adorns herself with her jewelry. 

11For as the earth produces its growth, 
and as a garden causes what has been sown to sprout up, 
so God the LORD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up 
 in the presence of all the nations. 

1For the sake of Zion I will not be silent. 
For the sake of Jerusalem I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth shining brightly, 
and her salvation burns like a torch. 

2Nations will see your righteousness, 
and all kings will see your glory. 
You will be called by a new name 
 that the mouth of the LORD will assign to you. 
3Then you will be a beautiful crown in the LORD's hand, 
and a royal diadem in the palm of your God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: I Stand Beside Your Manger Here CW 334 sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr.; tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1535, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading Ephesians 1:3–18 

  3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 

  4He did this when he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, so that we 

would be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons 

through Jesus Christ. He did this in accordance with the good purpose of his will, 6and for the 

praise of his glorious grace, which he has graciously given us in the one he loves. 

  7In him we also have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in keeping 

with the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight. 9He made 

known to us the mystery of his will in keeping with his good purpose, which he planned in 

Christ. 10This was to be carried out when the time had fully come, in order to bring all things 

together in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth. 

  11In him we have also obtained an inheritance, because we were predestined according to 

the plan of him who works out everything in keeping with the purpose of his will. 12He did this 

so that his glory would be praised as a result of us, who were the first to hope in Christ. 

  13In him, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and in him, when 

you also believed, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. 14He is the down payment 

of our inheritance until the redemption of God's own possession, so that his glory would be 

praised. 

  15This is why, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 

saints, 16I never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep praying 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom 

and revelation in knowing Christ fully. 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, 

so that you may know the hope to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious 

inheritance among the saints is, 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day  Psalm 98:3 

  

Alleluia! All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia! 
 
Stand 



6 

 

Gospel Luke 15:11–32 

  11Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13Not 

many days later, the younger son gathered together all that he had and traveled to a distant 

country. There he wasted his wealth with reckless living. 14After he had spent everything, 

there was a severe famine in that country, and he began to be in need. 15He went and hired 

himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 
16He would have liked to fill his stomach with the carob pods that the pigs were eating, but 

no one gave him anything. 

  17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have 

more than enough bread, and I am dying from hunger! 18I will get up, go to my father, and tell 

him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. 19I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’ 20He got up and went to his 

father. 

 “While he was still far away, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, 

hugged his son, and kissed him. 21The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and in your sight. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

  22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick, bring out the best robe and put it on him. Put 

a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let us eat and 

celebrate, 24because this son of mine was dead and is alive again. He was lost and is found.’ 

Then they began to celebrate. 

  25“His older son was in the field. As he approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 
26He called one of the servants and asked what was going on. 27The servant told him, ‘Your 

brother is here! Your father killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe 

and sound.’ 28The older brother was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

began to plead with him. 

  29“He answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I've been serving you, and I never 

disobeyed your command, but you never gave me even a young goat so that I could 

celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours arrived after wasting your property 

with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 

  31“The father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32But it 

was fitting to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 

again. He was lost and is found.’” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: The Only Son from Heaven CW 383 sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500–1535; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–1874, alt.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; 
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, Erfurt, 1524, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Sermon - Where Is the Party? Luke 15:11-32 
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Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

 

 

 

Offering 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at: http://www.grace-wels.net/Give or by 
utilizing this QR code:  
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Go, Tell It on the Mountain CW 361 

 

 

 

 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work II, 1873–1925, verses, alt. 
Tune: African American spiritual Text and tune: Public domain 
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