
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He Lives to Be the Only Way to Heaven  
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Opening Hymn: Christ the Eternal Lord CW 521 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
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Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our 

hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

The Word 
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First Reading Acts 4:8–12 

  8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of 

Israel, 9if we are being questioned today for a kind act that was done for the lame man, as to 

how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel 

that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead! By him this man stands before you healed. 11This Jesus is the stone that was 

rejected by you builders, which has become the cornerstone. 

  12“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

people by which we must be saved.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Christ the Eternal Lord CW 521 sts. 3–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading 1 Peter 2:4–10 

  4As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious, 
5you also, like living stones, are being built as a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, in 

order to bring spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it says 

in Scripture: 

See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame. 

  7Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for those who do not believe: 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, 

  8and, 

a stone over which they stumble 

and a rock over which they fall. 

 Because they continue to disobey the word, they stumble over it. And that is the 

consequence appointed for them. 

  9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who are God's 

own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. 10At one time you were not a people, but now you are the people of 

God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown mercy. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day John 14:6 

Alleluia.  

I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia.  

 
Stand 
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Gospel John 14:1–11 

  1“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father's 

house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a 

place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to be 

with me, so that you may also be where I am. 4You know where I am going, and you know 

the way.” 

  5“Lord, we don't know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we know the 

way?” 

  6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, 

except through me. 7If you know me, you would also know my Father. From now on you do 

know him and have seen him.” 

  8“Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.” 

  9“Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not know me, Philip? 

The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10Don't you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I am telling 

you I am not speaking on my own, but the Father who remains in me is doing his works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or else believe because of the 

works themselves. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ CW 560 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. 
Tune: The Parish Choir, London, 1850 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon – He Lives to Be the Only Way to Heaven  Acts 4:8–12 

 
Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Offering 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at: http://www.grace-wels.net/Give or by 
utilizing this QR code:  

 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: Seek Where You May to Find a Way CW 698 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635, abr.; tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899–1955, alt. 
Tune: Johann Stobäus, 1580–1646 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Be Seated 
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