
 

 

 

 

OPEN MINDS 
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Opening Hymn: Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us CW 767 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–1889, alt. Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–1887 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

“Everything under heaven belongs to me,” declares LORD. 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father. 

You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this 

wealth for me.”  

But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth.  

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 
Job 41:11; James 1:17; Psalm 24:1; Deuteronomy 8:17,18; 1 Chronicles 16:34 

 

Confession 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today knowing that we have failed 

to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We have sinned against you and against 

others… 

…in wasting the precious time you give us. 

...in our slowness and hesitancy to spread your Gospel. 

...in the faithful care of our relationships. 

...in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth. 

...in caring for the bodies and minds you have given us. 

...in our refusal to make you our first priority. 
  

 Silence for personal reflection  

 

Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of your mercy and forgiveness. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 

sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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Absolution 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

The Word 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

 

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature. Make 

us always thankful for your loving care; and grant that we, remembering the richness of your 

grace, may be faithful stewards of all your good gifts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

 

First Reading 1 Corinthians 16:1–4 

  1Now concerning the collection for the saints, do as I directed the churches in Galatia to 

do. 2On the first day of every week, each of you is to set something aside in keeping with 

whatever he gains, saving it up at home, so that when I come, no collections will need to be 

carried out. 3When I arrive, those whom you approve will be provided with letters, and I will 

send these representatives to deliver your gracious gift to Jerusalem. 4If it is appropriate for 

me to go also, they will go with me. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day: All People That on Earth Do Dwell Psalm 100B 

 

 

 
Text: William Kethe, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551 Tune: Public domain 

 
 
Stand 
 

 

Gospel Matthew 25:14-30 
14 “You see, the kingdom of heaven is like a man going on a journey. He called his servants 

and entrusted his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two talents, 

and to still another one talent, each according to his own ability. Then he went on his 

journey. 16 The servant who had received the five talents immediately put them to work and 

gained five more talents. 17 In the same way, the servant who had received the two talents 

gained two more. 18 But the servant who had received one talent went away, dug a hole in 

the ground, and hid his master’s money. 

 
19 “After a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20The servant who received the five talents came and brought five more talents. He said, 

‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 
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21 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful with a few 

things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

 
22 “The servant who received the two talents came and said, ‘Master, you entrusted me with 

two talents. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 

 
23 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful with a few 

things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

 
24 “Then the servant who received one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that you are a 

hard man, reaping where you did not plant and gathering where you did not scatter seed. 
25Since I was afraid, I went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is 

yours.’ 

 
26 “His master answered him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! You knew that I reap where I did 

not plant and gather where I did not scatter seed? 27 Well then, you should have deposited 

my money with the bankers so that when I came I would get my money back with interest. 
28Take the talent away from him and give it to the servant who has the ten talents. 29 Because 

everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. But the one who does 

not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 30 Throw that worthless servant 

into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness CW 754 (1-4) 

 

 

 

 
Text: William W. Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt.  
Tune: Alfred M. Smith, 1879–1971  
Text: © 1965 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605  
Tune: © 1990 Estate of Alfred M. Smith. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
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Sermon - What Really Matters is Knowing the Master  Matthew 25:14-30 

 
 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Offering 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at: http://www.grace-wels.net/Give or by 
utilizing this QR code:  

 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly 

or under pressure, for God loves a cheerful giver. – 2 Corinthians 9:7 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests and 
refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work 
and rest. 

Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze. 

Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. 
Thank you for our work and the income it provides. 

Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and 
highways, and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us. 

We know that it is from your hand that we have received all we have and are and will be. We 
understand that you call us to be the stewards of your abundance, the caretakers of all you 
have entrusted to us.  

Help us always to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously. May our 
faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Christ in our lives.  

Special prayers and petitions may be offered here. 

Help us, Lord, to be wise and fruitful stewards of the opportunities that you give us to use 
our gifts. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: We Give Thee but Thine Own CW 750 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, abr. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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