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Serving the Portland Area with 
the Means of Grace and as a 

family of believers for over 110 
years… as a church, school, 

preschool, mission, and ministry. 
 

 
 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont St, Pastor – Gary Kraklow (360.518.2996 – gkraklow@comcast.net) 

School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Ave, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 
Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Ave, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 

Epiphany 4 
February 2, 2025 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 
to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 
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Opening Hymn                         CW BLUE 497 O LIGHT OF GENTILE NATIONS 
 

O Light of Gentile nations, O Savior from above, 
Drawn by your Spirit's leading, We come with joy and love 
Into your holy temple And wait with rev'rent mind 
As Simeon once had waited His God and Lord to find. 
 
Dear Lord, your servants meet you In ev'ry holy place 
Where you yourself have promised That we should see your face. 
Today you still allow us Who gather round you here 
In arms of faith to hold you As did that aged seer. 
 
Lord, when life's troubles touch us, You seem to hide your face, 
And through our tears we often Can scarcely sense your grace. 
Then be our joy and brightness, Our cheer in pain and loss, 
Our sun in darkest terror, The glory round our cross. 
 
Let us, O Lord, be faithful Like Simeon to the end 
So that his prayer exultant May from our hearts ascend: 
"O Lord, now let your servant Depart in peace, I pray, 
Since I have seen my Savior And here beheld his day." 
 
 

Order of Worship: Service of the Word (CW 93 Red Pg. 38) 
 

Invocation 
M: The grace of our LORD † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you.  
 
C: And also with you. 

Confession of Sins 
                                                          

M:   We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 
his mercy. 

 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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Absolution 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our LORD Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 
will. 

C: Amen. 
 

Prayer and Praise   
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the LORD. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray.   

Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we 
often stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely 
through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
The First Lesson        JEREMIAH 1:4-10 
4 The word of the LORD came to me.5 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, 
and before you were born, I set you apart. I appointed you to be a prophet to the 
nations. 

6 But I said, “Ah, LORD God! I really do not know how to speak! I am only a child!” 
7 The LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone to 
whom I send you and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, 
because I am with you, and I will rescue you, declares the LORD.” 9 Then 
the LORD stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. The LORD said to me: There! I 
have now placed my words in your mouth. 

10 Look, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms 
to uproot and to tear down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant. 

The Psalm of the Day       78 (CW RED PG 95) 

Refrain: ♪ Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

O my people, hear my | teaching;* 
 Listen to the words | of my mouth. 
I will utter things | from of old,* 

What we have heard and what our 
fathers have | told us. 

We will not hide them  
from our | children;* 

We will tell the next generation the 
praiseworthy deeds | of the LORD. 

 
Refrain 
 

The LORD decreed statutes for | Jacob* 
And established the law in | 
Israel, 

So the next generation would | know 
them,* 
 And they in turn would tell their | 
 Children. 
Then they would put their | trust in God* 

And would not forget his deeds 
but would keep | his commands. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 And to the Holy | Spirit, 
As it was in the be|ginning,* 

Is now and will be forever. | 
Amen. 

Refrain 
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The Second Lesson                             1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-13:13 

27 You are the body of Christ, and individually you are members of it. 28 And God 
appointed in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 
miracles, healing gifts, helpful acts, leadership abilities, kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all miracle workers? 30 Do all have 
healing gifts? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly seek the greater 
gifts. And now, I am going to show you a more excellent way. 

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become 
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and know all the 
mysteries and have all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away everything I own, and if I give up 
my body that I may be burned but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not envy. It does not brag. It is not 
arrogant. 5 It does not behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not irritable. It does not 
keep a record of wrongs. 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with 
the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

8 Love never comes to an end. But if there are prophetic gifts, they will be done away 
with; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be done away with. 9 For we 
know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, 10 but when that which is complete 
has come, that which is partial will be done away with. 11 When I was a child, I spoke 
like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 
away childish things. 12 Now we see indirectly using a mirror, but then we will see face 
to face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I was fully known. 

13 So now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 

Verse of the Day                   LUKE 4:18A 

 
M:  Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good news. 
Alleluia. 
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The Gospel Lesson                    LUKE 4:20-32 
 

20 He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began to tell them, “Today, 
this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

22 They all spoke well of him and were impressed by the words of grace that came 
from his mouth. And they kept saying, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

23 He told them, “Certainly you will quote this proverb to me, ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ Do here in your hometown everything we heard you did in 
Capernaum.” 24 And he said, “Amen I tell you: No prophet is accepted in his 
hometown. 25 But truly I tell you: There were many widows in Israel in the days of 
Elijah, when the sky was shut for three years and six months, while a great famine 
came over all the land. 26 Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow of 
Zarephath, in Sidon. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the 
prophet, yet not one of them was healed except Naaman the Syrian.” 
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28 All those who were in the synagogue were filled with rage when they heard these 
things. 29 They got up and drove him out of the town. They led him to the brow of the 
hill on which their town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he passed 
through the middle of them and went on his way. 

31 He went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee, and was teaching them on the 
Sabbath. 32 They were amazed by his teaching, because his message had authority. 

 

 
 

 
Hymn of the Day:                     CW BLUE 631 SPEAK, O SAVIOR, I AM LISTENING 

1. Speak, O Savior; I am list'ning, 
As a servant to his lord. 
Let me show respect and honor 
To your holy, precious Word, 
That each day, my whole life through, 
I may serve and follow you. 
Let your Word e'er be my pleasure 
And my heart's most precious 
treasure. 
 

2. Oh, what blessing to be near you 
And to listen to your voice! 
Let me ever love and fear you; 
Let your Word still be my choice. 
Many hardened sinners, Lord, 
Flee in terror at your Word, 
But to all who feel sin's burden 
You give peace and words of pardon. 

3. Lord, your words are waters living 
Where I quench my thirsty needs. 
Lord, your words are bread life-giving; 
On your words my spirit feeds. 
Lord, your words will be my light 
Through death's cold and dreary night; 
Yes, they are my sword prevailing 
And my cup of joy unfailing. 

4. As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; 
Let your words in me take root. 
May your Spirit e'er be near me 
That I bear abundant fruit. 
May I daily sing your praise, 
From my heart glad anthems raise, 
Till my highest praise is given 
In the endless joy of heaven. 
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Sermon – It's Not Bragging If It's the Truth    LUKE 4:20-32 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our LORD, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING 

The Offering 
An opportunity to give online can also be used at: 
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

M: LORD God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you 
give us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us 
from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place 
and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who 
travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may 
threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 
distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 
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citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, 
and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there 
be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, 
danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 

Special Intercession Prayers 
 

M: Hear us, LORD, as we bring you our private petitions. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our LORD, and ask you 
to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 
your sight. Amen. 

  

 

The LORD’s Prayer 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
        hallowed be thy name, 
        thy kingdom come 
        thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 
         as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation. 
     but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom 
         and the power and the glory 
         forever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayer 
 
M:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our LORD, who live and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Benediction 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the LORD with gladness. 
 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn                                 CW BLUE 522 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR  

 
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love thee, Truly I'd serve thee, 
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown. 
 
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer; 
He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing. 
 
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, 
Than all the angels in the sky. 
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be thine! 


