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Epiphany 4, January 31st, 2021

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...”
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for compromise.
The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life forever. We accept
the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that our only Savior is Jesus
Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, died, and was buried but
rose again to open the door to heaven for everyone who believes in him.

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...”
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years by
faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word. We
believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments to bring
souls into his care. This is a message that we share here and around the
world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS).

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…”
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the truth
of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in faith and
lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and praise. “But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory both now and forever! Amen.” II Peter 3:1
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PRELUDE

What A Friend We Have in Jesus - Acoustic
Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822

INVOCATION
M:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
M: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins,
C: O Lord, who could stand?
M: But with you there is forgiveness;
C: therefore you are feared.
M: Holy and merciful Father,
C: I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am
truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

ABSOLUTION
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
HYMN: CW #411

What A Friend We Have in Jesus

What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged --Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness --Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge --Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he'll take and shield you; You
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Lord, Have Mercy
M:
C:
M:

C:
M:
C:
M:
C:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear
our prayer, O Christ.
Christ, have mercy.
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep
us in your tender care.
Amen.

Come Oh, Come Let Us Sing To the Lord
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Prayer of the Day
M:

C:

O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness.
Grant us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and
become partakers of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

The Word
The First Lesson
Romans 8:28-39
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those
he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one
who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to
life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
Verse of the Day

Revelation 2:10

Alleluia! “Be faithful unto the point of death and I will give you the crown of life!”
Alleluia!
All Praise To Him

HYMN:

Based on the hymn, “All Praise to Him Who Built the Hills” by Horatius Bonar (1808-1889).
Music and Additional Words by Matt Merker and Bob Kauflin © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI)
Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822
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The Gospel Lesson:
Mark 1:21-28
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the
synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because
he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then
a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What
do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who
you are—the Holy One of God!”
25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the
man violently and came out of him with a shriek.
27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new
teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey
him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.
Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of the Day

CW #457: Fight the Good Fight

Fight the good fight, With all your might;
Christ is your strength and Christ your light.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be Your joy and crown eternally.
Run the straight race Through God's good grace;
Lift up your eyes and seek his face.
Life with its way before us lies; Christ is the path and Christ the prize.
Cast care aside, Lean on your guide;
His boundless mercy will provide.
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove Christ is its life and Christ its love.
Faint not nor fear; His arms are near.
He changes not, and you are dear.
Only believe, and you will see That Christ is Lord eternally.
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The Sermon:
1 Samuel 17:32-47
said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant
will go and fight him.”33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this
Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his
youth.” 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep.
When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it,
struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by
its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of
the living God. 37 The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of
the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”
38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a
bronze helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried
walking around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to
Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. 40 Then he took his staff
in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.
41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer
to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing
with health and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog,
that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”
45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my
hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the
carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole
world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that
it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s!
32 David

Thanksgiving
The Offering
An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:
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The Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE BENEDICTION
M:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

CW #542: Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give

Dear Lord, to your true servant’s give
The grace to you alone to live.
Set free from sin to serve you, Lord,
They go to share your living Word,
The gospel message to proclaim
That all may know your saving name.
They gladly go at your command
To spread your Word o'er sea and land.
Be with them, Lord, and make them strong
To heal sin's ills, to right the wrong.
Your rule is over wind and wave,
And mighty is your arm to save.
When all their labor seems in vain,
Revive their sinking hopes again;
And when success crowns what they do,
Oh, keep them humble, Lord, and true
Until before your judgment seat
They lay their trophies at your feet.
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