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Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For almost 110 years…                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                           Principal Justin Eternick 
As a Mission                                                       503.449.4192 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries             503.312.4230 – call /text                                                                                                                                 
        

Welcome!    Pentecost 19, October 11th, 2020 

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise.   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

                          everyone who believes in him. 
 
 

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and 
Sacraments to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share 
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  2 Pt. 3:1 
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Invocation 
 

M: In the name of the Triune God, the Father,  Son and Holy Spirit,  to whom all 
hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden. 

C:   Amen. 
 
Hymn:                                                            CW#385 (1) “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 
 

Chief of sinners though I be,  
Jesus shed his blood for me,  
Died that I might live on high,  
Lives that I might never die.  
As the branch is to the vine,  
I am his and he is mine!  

Confession 
 

M:  Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

Silence for personal confession 
 

C: O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness, 
come to my relief.  Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one 
living is righteous before you.  Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  Do 
not hide your face from me, for I have put my trust in you.  Show me the way 
I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.  Teach me to do your will, for you are 
my God. 

 
Hymn:                                                            CW#385 (2) “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 
 

Oh, the height of Jesus' love,  
Higher than the heav'ns above,  
Deeper than the depths of sea,  
Lasting as eternity,  
Love that found me --wondrous thought!  
Found me when I sought him not.  
 
M: Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Do 
you believe this? 

C:   Yes, I believe! 
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Hymn:                                                           CW#385 (3) “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 
 

Only Jesus can impart,  
Comfort to a wounded heart:  
Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n,  
Joy that lifts the soul to heav'n,  
Faith and hope to walk with God  
In the way that Enoch trod.  
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  Be assured 

that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 
 

C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me.  I thank you for 
the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Through him you have 
rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness.  Help 
me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and 
those around me with love and good works.  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen. 

 
Hymn:                                                         CW#385 (4-5) “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 
 

Chief of sinners though I be,  
Christ is all in all to me. 
All my wants to him are known;  
All my sorrows are his own.  
Safe with him in earthly strife,  
I await the heav'nly life.  
 
Strengthen me, O gracious Lord,  
By your Spirit and your word. 
When my wayward heart would stray,  
Keep me in the narrow way;  
Grace in time of need supply  
While I live and when I die.  
 

Prayer Of The Day 
 

 

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 
hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON                                    Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

 

The word of the LORD came to me.2 What do you mean, you who keep repeating this 
proverb concerning the soil of Israel, “Fathers eat sour grapes, and their sons’ teeth 
are set on edge”? 3 As surely as I live, declares the LORD God, you will never again use 
this proverb in Israel. 4 Indeed, all souls are mine. The soul of the father is mine just 
like the soul of the son. The soul who sins is the one who will die. 
25 But you say, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Listen now, house of Israel. Is it my way 
that is not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26 If a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die because of it. 
Because of the unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die. 
27 But if a wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and practices 
justice and righteousness, he will preserve his life. 28 Because he has seen and turned 
away from all the rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely live, and he 
will not die. 29 But the house of Israel says, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Is it really my 
ways that are not fair, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 
30 Therefore, I will judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of Israel, 
declares the LORD God. Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, so that 
you will not set out a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 31 Throw off from 
yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and obtain a new 
heart and a new spirit for yourselves. Why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I 
take no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies, declares the LORD God. So repent 
and live! 
 

HYMN RESPONSE                                                CW#471 (2) “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” 
 

Create in me a new heart, Lord,  
That gladly I obey your Word.  
Oh, let your will be my desire  
And with new life my soul inspire. 
 
SECOND LESSON                                                 2 Corinthians 13:5-8 
 

5 Examine yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not 
know this about yourselves: that Jesus Christ is in you—unless perhaps you fail the 
test? 6 But I hope that you will recognize that we are not failing the test. 
7 We pray to God that you may not do anything evil, not so that we may appear to 
have passed the test, but so that you may do what is good, even if we may seem like 
those who are failing to pass the test. 8 To be sure, we can do nothing against the 
truth, but only for the truth. 
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HYMN RESPONSE                                                CW#471 (4) “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” 
 

Grant that I only you may love  
And seek those things which are above  
Till I behold you face to face,  
O Light eternal, through your grace. 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                          Matthew 21:28-32 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind 
and went. 30 He came to the second and said the same thing. The second son 
answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” 
They said to him, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, but you did not believe him. However, the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw this, you did not change your mind 
and believe him. 
 

HYMN                                                                 CWS #765: Day by Day  
 

Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,   
Bringing comfort to my anxious soul.   
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me   
Draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal.  
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,   
Brings to naught the burdens of my quest;   
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,   
Where, at last, I’ll find eternal rest.   
  
Day by day, I know you will provide me   
Strength to serve and wisdom to obey;   
I will seek your loving will to guide me   
O’er the paths I struggle day by day.  
I will fear no evil of the morrow;   
I will trust in your enduring grace.   
Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow;   
Till in glory I behold your face.   
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Oh, what joy to know that you are near me   
When my burdens grow too great to bear;   
Oh, what joy to know that you will hear me   
When I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.   
Day by day, no matter what betide me,   
You will hold me ever in your hand.   
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,  
I will reach at last the promised land.  
 
 
                  

SERMON                              Matthew 21:28-32 
 

 

 

 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at paypal.me/GracePortland 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  & THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 
 

http://paypal.me/GracePortland
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THE BENEDICTION 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over god’s people for over 3500 years.  The Lord said, “So they will 
put my name on them, and I will bless them”. – Numbers 6:24-26 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN   

                             “Trisagion” 

            Fernando Ortega 
                                 Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822  

                                    Lyrics Displayed On Screen 

 


