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Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For almost 110 years…                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                           Principal Justin Eternick 
As a Mission                                                                    920.988.1999 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries             503.312.4230 – call /text                                                                                                                                 
        

Welcome!    Pentecost 18, October 3rd, 2021 

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise.   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified,                         
everyone who believes in him. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and 
Sacraments to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share 
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  2 Pt. 3:1 
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HYMN                                                  CW #404: Faith Is a Living Power From Heaven 
 
 

Faith is a living pow'r from heav'n   
That grasps the promise God has giv'n,   
A trust that cannot be o'erthrown,   
Fixed heartily on Christ alone.   
 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Faith finds in Christ whate'er we need   
To save or strengthen us indeed,   
Receiving grace from heaven's throne   
And humbly sharing cross and crown.   
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
 him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 
 wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 
 his mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
 ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
 But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
 unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

Faith in the Savior brings us peace   
And bids the mourner's weeping cease;   
By faith the children's place we claim   
And give all honor to one name.   

ABSOLUTION 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
 innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
 You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 
 will. 
 
 We thank you, then, O God of heav'n,   
That you to us this faith have giv'n   
Through mighty Word and sacrament   
To trust the one whom you have sent.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and 

because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it 
always by your goodness; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON                                                    Isaiah 35:4-7 
 

4 Say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come, will come with vengeance; 
with divine retribution he will come to save you.” 

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 
     and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
     and the mute tongue shout for joy. 
Water will gush forth in the wilderness 
     and streams in the desert. 
7 The burning sand will become a pool, 
     the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
     grass and reeds and papyrus will grow 
 
 

SONG             First Song of Isaiah 
 

GOSPEL                                                     Mark 7:31-37 
 

31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of 
Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some people brought to him a 
man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on 
him.33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the 
man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven 
and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). 35 At 
this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak 
plainly.36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the 
more they kept talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He 
has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 
speak.” 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                    CW #520: Faith Is A Living Power From Heaven  
 

 

Your hand, O Lord, in days of old  
Was strong to heal and save;  
It triumphed o'er disease and death,  
All darkness and the grave.  
To you they came, the blind, the dumb,  
The paralyzed and lame,  
The lepers in their misery,  
The sick with fevered frame.  
 
Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health,  
Gave speech and strength and sight;  
And youth renewed and frenzy calmed  
Revealed you, Lord of light.  
And now, O Lord, be near to bless,  
Almighty as before,  
In crowded street, by beds of pain,  
As by Gennes'ret's shore.  
 
Oh, be our great deliv'rer still,  
The Lord of life and death;  
Restore and quicken, soothe and bless,  
With your life-giving breath.  
To hands that work and eyes that see  
Give wisdom's healing pow'r  
That whole and sick and weak and strong  
May praise you evermore. 
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SERMON                         Mark 7:31-37 
 

THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING 
 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  

Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M: O God, through Jesus’ sacrifice and triumphant resurrection you have 
restored us as your forgiven children.  In his name we pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
M: Dear Lord, with these words you tenderly invite us to believe that you are our 

true Father and that we may pray to you boldly and confidently as dear 
children ask their dear father. 

C: Hallowed be thy name. 
M: Help us to know you through your inspired Word and to live by it as children in 

your family. 
C: Thy kingdom come. 
M: Give us your Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts, and use us to extend your 

kingdom of grace to others. 
C: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
M: Make us zealous to carry out your will as gladly as the angels do, and to 

conform our will to yours. 
C: Give us this day our daily bread. 
M: Merciful Lord, since you are the provider of all things necessary for our bodies; 

fill us with trust. 
C: And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
M: Continue to erase our sins, and help us gladly to forgive and to do good to 

those who wrong us. 
C: And lead us not into temptation. 
M: We know the devil seeks to destroy our souls and the world lures us to ruin by 

appealing to the desires of our flesh.  Guard us from the poison of misbelief 
and the trap of unrepented sin. 

C:  But deliver us from evil. 
M: (Include any special prayer requests) Keep safe our bodies and souls, our 

property and honor, and above all send the Holy Spirit to preserve our faith in 
Christ which leads to life everlasting.  

C: For thine is the kingdom, 
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M: For all these petitions we look to you as King of Kings and Lord of your church. 
C: and the power, 
M: You alone hold the power to grant our requests. 
C: and the glory forever and ever. 
M: We worship you from whom all blessings flow and relying on Jesus, who paid 

for all our sins and made us acceptable in your sight, we pray with confidence: 
C: Amen. It shall be so.  

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                        LAPPY page 98: “God Will Take Care of You” 
 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 
Beneath His wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 
God will take care of you, 
Through every day, o’er all the way; 
He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 
 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 
God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain 
 
All you may need He will provide, 
God will take care of you; 
Nothing you ask will be denied, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain 
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