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Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For almost 110 years…                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                           Principal Justin Eternick 
As a Mission                                                       503.449.4192 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries             503.312.4230 – call /text                                                                                                                                 
        

Welcome!    Pentecost 18, October 4th, 2020 

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise.   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

                          everyone who believes in him. 
 
 

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and 
Sacraments to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share 
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS. 

 
 

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  2 Pt. 3:1 
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Invocation 
 

M: In the name of the Triune God, the Father,  Son and Holy Spirit,  to whom all 
hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 

Hymn:                                                               CW#402 (1) “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

My faith looks up to thee,  
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine.   
Now hear me while I pray;  Take all my guilt away;   
Oh, let me from this day Be wholly thine!   
 

Confession 
 

M:  Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

Silence for personal confession 
 

C: O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness, 
come to my relief.  Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one 
living is righteous before you.  Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  Do 
not hide your face from me, for I have put my trust in you.  Show me the way 
I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.  Teach me to do your will, for you are 
my God.                             – Psalm 143 

 

Hymn:                                                               CW#402 (2) “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

May thy rich grace impart  
Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire!   
As thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to thee   
Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire!   
  
 

M: Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  
His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Do 
you believe this? 

C:   Yes, I believe! 
 

Hymn:                                                               CW#402 (3) “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

While life's dark maze I tread,  
And griefs around me spread, Be thou my guide.   
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow's tears away,   
Nor let me ever stray from thee aside.   



 3 

THE ABSOLUTION 
M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  Be assured 

that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 
 
 

M:   I lift up my eyes to the mountains. Where does my help come from? 
C:   My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
M:   He will not let your foot stumble. He who watches over you will not slumber. 
C:   Yes, he who watches over Israel will not slumber. He will not sleep. 
M:   The LORD watches over you. The LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
C:    The sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
M:   The LORD will watch to keep you from all harm. He will watch over your life. 
C:   The LORD will watch over your going and your coming from now to eternity. 

Psalm 121 
 
Hymn:                                                               CW#402 (4) “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
When ends life's transient dream,  
When death's cold, sullen stream; Shall o'er me roll,   
Blest Savior, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove;   
Oh, bear me safe above, A ransomed soul!   
 

Prayer Of The Day 
 

 

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us 
to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                    Jonah 4:5-11 

 

5 Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city. He made a shelter for 
himself there and sat in the shade under it, waiting to see what would happen in the 
city. 
6 Then the LORD God provided a plant and made it grow up over Jonah to provide 
shade over his head, to relieve him from his discomfort. So Jonah was very happy 
about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, and it attacked the 
plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind. 
The sun beat down on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, so he 
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
Jonah said, “I do have a right to be angry—angry enough to die!” 
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10 So the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant. You did not work for 
it or make it grow. It grew up in one night and perished after one night. 11 So should I 
not be concerned for Nineveh, the great city, in which there are more than one 
hundred twenty thousand people who do not know the difference between their 
right hand and their left—and also many animals?” 
 
HYMN RESPONSE                             Refrain CWS #767 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON                                             Romans 9:6-16 
6 This does not mean that God’s word has failed, because not all who are descended 
from Israel are really Israel, 7 and not all who are descended from Abraham are really 
his children. On the contrary, “Your line of descent will be traced through 
Isaac.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are God’s children, but 
it is the children of the promise who are counted as his descendants. 9 For this is what 
the promise said: “I will arrive at this set time, and Sarah will have a son.” 
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10 Not only that, but Rebekah also had children by one man, our forefather, 
Isaac. 11 Even before the twins were born or did anything good or bad, in order that 
God’s purpose in election might continue— 12 not by works but because of him who 
calls us—it was said to her, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written: 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 
14 What will we say then? Does this mean that God is unjust? Absolutely not! 15 For God 
says to Moses: 
I will show mercy to whom I show mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion. 
16 So then, it does not depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 
 

 

HYMN RESPONSE                             Refrain CWS #767 
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THE GOSPEL LESSON                            Matthew 20:1-16 

“Indeed the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire workers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing to pay the workers a denarius for the day, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 3 He also went out about the third hour and saw others 
standing unemployed in the marketplace. 4 To these he said, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will give you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 Again he went out about 
the sixth and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6 When he went out about the 
eleventh hour, he found others standing unemployed. He said to them, ‘Why have you 
stood here all day unemployed?’ 
7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ 
“He told them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When it was evening, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with 
the last group and ending with the first.’ 
9 “When those who were hired around the eleventh hour came, they each received a 
denarius. 10 When those who were hired first came, they thought they would receive 
more. But they each received a denarius too. 11 After they received it, they began to 
grumble against the landowner: 12 ‘Those who were last worked one hour, and you made 
them equal to us who have endured the burden of the day and the scorching heat!’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not make an 
agreement with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go. I want to give to the last 
one hired the same as I also gave to you. 15 Can’t I do what I want with my own money? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 In the same way, the last will be first, and 
the first, last.” 
 

HYMN:                                                                                             “His Mercy Is More”    
                              Together For The Gospel Live 

                                 Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822  
                                                           Lyrics Displayed On Screen 
                  

SERMON                                Matthew 20:1-16 
 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at paypal.me/GracePortland 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  & THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over god’s people for over 3500 years.  The Lord said, “So they will 
put my name on them, and I will bless them”. – Numbers 6:24-26 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                    CW #369: Beautiful Savior 
 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,   
Son of God and Son of Man!   
Truly I'd love thee, Truly I'd serve thee,   
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.   
  

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,   
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;   
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;   
He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.   
  

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,   
Bright the sparkling stars on high;   
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer,   
Than all the angels in the sky.   
  

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,   
Son of God and Son of Man!   
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,   
Now and forevermore be thine!   

http://paypal.me/GracePortland

