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Serving the Portland Area with 

the Means of Grace and as a 
family of believers for over 110 

years… as a church, school, 
preschool, mission, and ministry. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Campus: 7610 NE Fremont Street, Pastor – Pastor Thad Bitter (503 .290.6316– call /text) 
School Campus: 2252 SE 92nd Street, Principal - Justin Eternick (920.988.1999 – call /text) 

Preschool:  2252 SE 92nd Street, ECE Director Tammy Godish (503.312.4230 – call /text) 
.>S 

 

Pentecost 16 – September 17th, 2023 
 

 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for 
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life 
forever.  We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that 
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for 

everyone who believes in him. 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years 
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  

We  that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments 

to bring souls into his care.  This is a message that we share here and 
around the world through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the 
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in 
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and 
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:18 
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OPENING                                       CW21 #731 “Oh, How Good It Is” 
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The Invocation 
 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  

M:  “Fellow believers, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by  
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through 
him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s 
deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put 
him to death by nailing him to the cross.  But God raised him from the 
dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on him… Therefore, be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”              Acts 2:22-24,36 

 
 

C: “What shall I do?”  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit 
and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,   
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake! 

 
 

M: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins… The promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”                 Acts 2:38-39 

 
The Hymn of Praise:                        CW21 Blue #721 (1) “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!  
What a privilege to carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!  
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear,  
All because we do not carry Ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:     God is light. In him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship 
with him but still walk in darkness, we are lying and do not put the truth into 
practice. 7 But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses 
us from all sin.                                                                                                      1 John 1:5-7  
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The Hymn of Praise:                       CW21 Blue #721 (2) “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?  
We should never be discouraged --Take it to the Lord in prayer.  
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?  
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness --Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. 
Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
The Hymn of Praise:                        CW21 Blue #721 (3) “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge --Take it to the Lord in prayer.  
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.  
In his arms he'll take and shield you; You will find a solace there. 
 
 

THE WORD 
The First Lesson:                                           Genesis 32:22-30  
22 He got up that night and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven sons, 
and crossed over the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and he also sent his possessions across. 24 Jacob was left alone, and he 
wrestled with a man there until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not 
defeat him, he touched the socket of his thigh, and the socket of Jacob’s thigh was 
dislocated as he wrestled. 26 The man said, “Let me go. It’s daybreak.” 
Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 
27 Then he said to him, “What is your name?” 
He said, “Jacob.” 
28 Then he said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have 
fought with God and with men, and you have won.” 
29 Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 
He said, “Why do you ask what my name is?” Then he blessed him there. 
30 Jacob named the place Peniel, because he said, “I have seen God face-to-face, and 
my life has been spared.” 
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Grace Lutheran School:                               God Goes with Me 
 
The Gospel Lesson:                                            Matthew 11:25-30 
 

25 At that time, Jesus continued, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things from clever and learned people and have revealed 
them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, because this was pleasing to you. 27 Everything 
has been entrusted to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wants to 
reveal him. 
28 “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Hymn of the Day:                             CW21 Blue #706 “Come unto Me, Ye Weary” 

 

"Come unto me, ye weary, And I will give you rest."  
O blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed!  
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace,  
Of joy that has no ending, Of love that cannot cease.  
 

"Come unto me, ye wand'rers, And I will give you light."  
O loving voice of Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night!  
Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way;  
But thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of day.  
 

"Come unto me, ye fainting, And I will give you life."  
O cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife!  
The foe is stern and eager; The fight is fierce and long;  
But thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong.  
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"And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out."  
O patient love of Jesus, Which drives away our doubt,  
Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free,  
Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to thee! 

 

The Sermon:                                                         Genesis 32:22-30  

 
THANKSGIVING 

Offering              
An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Responsive hymn verses sung: CW21 Blue #758 “Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds” 
 
 

M: Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us with 
peace today as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 
Guide our lives today as we see clearly the path you have laid out for us. Work 
in us today through your Spirit that our thoughts, words, and actions glorify 
you and serve our neighbor.  

 
C:  Let children hear the mighty deeds  

Which God performed of old,  
Which in our younger years we saw,  
And which our fathers told. 

 
 

M: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Take 
away their fear of criticism and contention and make them bold to say what 
you say. Fill them with a love like yours and lead them to announce the 
forgiveness of sins as your free gift to us and all people.  

 
C: Make unto them his glories known,  

His works of pow'r and grace,  
And we'll convey his wonders down  
Through ev'ry rising race. 
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M: Forgive us for the times we hear your Word but fail to live it in our lives. Break 
down the apathy that lurks in us and leads us to ignore eternal realities. 
Convict us with your law and then fill us so full of your gospel that we 
overflow with zeal to do your will. 

 
 

C: Our lips shall tell them to our sons  
And they again to theirs  
That generations yet unborn 
May teach them to their heirs. 

 

M: Guard and guide us as we live in a society that despises what you say about 
marriage. Lead husbands and wives to love each other with commitment, 
respect, and patience. Move parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping 
their children close to Jesus even when their children grow up.  

 
C: Oh, teach them with all diligence  

The truths of God's own Word,  
To place in him their confidence,  
To fear and trust their Lord, 

 

M: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 
Overcome unbelief and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 
good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.  

 
C: To learn that in our God alone  

Their hope securely stands,  
That they may ne'er forget his works,  
But walk in his commands. 

 

Installation of GLS 2022-2023 staff.   
 

  

Special prayer requests may be included here 
 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:                                   CW21 Blue #900 “Lift High the Cross” 
 

Light high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,  
Our king victorious, Christ the Son of God. 
 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 
All newborn soldiers of the Crucified, 
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  
 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 
Let every race and every language tell, 
Of him who saves our souls from death and hell.   
 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 
So shall our song of triumph ever be:  
Praise to the Crucified for victory. 
 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. 
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