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Serving the Portland Area                                                                                                Church Campus 
With the Means of Grace                                                                                               7610 NE Fremont Street 
As a family of believers                                                Pastor Thad Bitter 
For 110 years…                                           503.290.6316 – call /text       

 
 

As a Church                School Campus 

As a School                   2252 SE 92nd Street 
As a Preschool                                                                                                           Principal Justin Eternick 
As a Mission                                                                     920.988.1999 – call /text 
As a Ministry                            ECE Director Tammy Godish 
As a Family of Ministries                      503.312.4230 – call /text  
 

Welcome!  Pentecost 17– September 19th, 2021 
 

Grace ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...” 
      When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for compromise.   

   The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life forever.  We  
   accept the Bible as the pure Word of God.  We believe that our only Savior is 

Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified, died, and was buried 
but rose again to open the door to heaven for everyone who believes in him. 

 
 
 

Grace ~ “These are written that you may believe...” 
   Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years by 

faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.  We believe 
that God uses the timeless message of Word and Sacraments to bring souls 
into his care.  This is a message that we share here and around the world 
through our affiliation with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 

 
 
 

Grace ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…” 
    Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the truth    
  of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in faith and   
  lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and praise. “But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him 
be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  II Peter 3:1 



 2  

OPENING HYMN                CW #416 (1-4 CW, 5 TLH)  “How Firm A Foundation” 
 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,   
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!   
What more can he say than to you he has said   
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?   
  

In ev'ry condition, in sickness, in health,   
In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth,   
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea – 
The  Lord, the Almighty, your strength e'er shall be.   
  

"Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed,   
For I am your God and will still give you aid;   
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,   
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.   
  

"When through the deep waters I call you to go,   
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow,   
For I will be with you your troubles to bless   
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.   
  

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose  
 I will not, I will not, desert to his foes.   
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,   
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake! 
 

THE INVOCATION 
 

M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M:  In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are 
       hidden. 
C:   Amen. 
 

M:  O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness, come to 
my relief.  Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous 
before you.  Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  Do not hide your face from 
me, for I have put my trust in you.  Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up 
my soul.  Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 
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C:   Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I 
       have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  I have not 
       loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I am  
       distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them. 
 

Silence for personal confession 
 

M:    Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  His  
         death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.   
M:    Do you believe this? 
C:      Yes, I believe! 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 

M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  Be assured 
that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

 
 

PRAYER & PRAISE 

C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me.  I thank you for 
the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Through him you have 
rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness.  Help 
me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and 
those around me with love and good works.  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN                   CW #446 (1-3)  “I Am Trusting You Lord Jesus” 
 

I am trusting you, Lord Jesus, Trusting only you, 
Trusting you for full salvation, Free and true. 
 

I am trusting you for pardon; At your feet I bow, 
For your grace and tender mercy Trusting now. 
 

I am trusting you for cleansing In the crimson flood, 
Trusting you who made me holy By your blood. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body 
and soul.  Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 

THE LESSON:                          Exodus 14:10-22 
10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, 
marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to 
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 
desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say 
to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 
13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never 
see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 
15 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to 
move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the 
water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory 
through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The 
Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his 
chariots and his horsemen.” 
19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew 
and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind 
them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the 
cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went 
near the other all night long. 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove 
the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were 
divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water 
on their right and on their left. 
 
THE VERSE OF THE DAY                 Psalm 37:23-24 
Alleluia.  “The LORD makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; 24though he 
may stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.”  Alleluia.       
                   

THE GOSPEL LESSON:                             Matthew 14:22-33 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went 
up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and 
the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves 
because the wind was against it. 
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25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, 
and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” he said. 
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he 
said, “why did you doubt?” 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were 
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:                                         CW #433: Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 
 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
Unknown waves before me roll, Hiding rock and treach’rous shoal. 
Chart and compass come from thee: Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
As a mother stills her child, Thou canst hush the ocean wild. 
Boist’rous waves obey thy will When thou say’st to them, “Be still!” 
Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
When at last I near the shore And the fearful breakers roar 
‘Twixt me and the peaceful rest, Then, while leaning on thy breast, 
May I hear thee say to me, “Fear not! I will pilot thee!” 
 

THE SERMON                         Matthew 14:22-33 
 

THANKSGIVING 

 

THE OFFERING 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at  
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code: 
 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 
 
 
             
 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                     LAPPY #166: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 
I am weak, but Thou art strong; 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I’ll be satisfied as long 
As I walk, let me walk close to Thee.  

Refrain: 
Just a closer walk with Thee, 
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
Daily walking close to Thee, 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

When my feeble life is o’er, 
Time for me will be no more; 
Guide me gently, safely o’er 
To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. 

Refrain: 
Just a closer walk with Thee, 
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
Daily walking close to Thee, 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 


