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your servant is listening.
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‘Welcome! Epiphany 2, January 17", 2021

GRACE ~ “T am not ashamed of the gospel...”

When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by... for life now and for life
forever. We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified,
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for
everyone who believes in him.

“These are written that you may believe...”

Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and
Sacraments to bring souls into his care. This is a message that we share
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS.

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...”
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:1




INVOCATION

In the name of the Father

whose glory is declared by the heavens,

and of the Son

who calls us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth,

and of the Holy Spirit

who empowers us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth. Amen.

CWS #735: Speak, O Lord

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you

To receive the food of your Holy Word.
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;

Shape and fashion us in your likeness

That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us

All your purposes for your glory.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Gracious Lord, through your Word you have revealed to us again and again
the unsearchable riches of Christ, but again and again we confess that we
have failed to recognize how richly we have been blessed.

“To me—even though | am the very least of all the saints—was given this
grace: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”

-Ephesians 3:8
We confess that we have often failed to fully appreciate all you have done for
us in Christ, and have failed to share the message of your love and grace with
others as we should.

“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them?”

-Romans 10:14

We confess that so often we have overlooked the needs of those who live
near us and have shown so little concern for those who are far away.
“Against you, you only, have | sinned, and | have done this evil in your eyes. Be
gracious to me, God, according to your mercy.”

-Psalm 51



M: Lord, increase our faith. Through the Gospel in Word and Sacrament give to
us a heart that loves you more each day, a faith that grows stronger in every
circumstance, and a life that clearly reflects the vast riches of your love.

HYMN CWS #735: Speak, O Lord

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,

Holy reverence, true humility.

Test our thoughts and our attitudes

In the radiance of your purity.

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority.

Words of pow’r that can never fail,

Let their truth prevail over unbelief.

ABSOLUTION

M: Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might
show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in
Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can
boast.

-Ephesians 2:4-9
As a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.
-Ephesians 2:10

HYMN CWS #735: Speak, O Lord

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;

Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
That will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built

And you fill the earth with your glory.



Prayer of the Day
M:  Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world.
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with
the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed
to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

The Word

GobD’s WORD FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 3:1-10

3 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the
word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, whose
eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual
place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel.

Samuel answered, “Here | am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here | am; you
called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay
down.

6 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said,
“Here | am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the LORD had not yet been
revealed to him. 8 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and
went to Eli and said, “Here | am; you called me.”

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go
and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”” So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as
at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is
listening.”

HYMN: Trisagion

Fernando Ortega
Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822
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Gob’s WORD FROM THE EPISTLES 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

3 But we are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, loved by the Lord,
because God chose you from the beginning for salvation by the sanctifying work of
the Spirit and faith in the truth. " For this reason he also called you through our
gospel so that you would obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. '>So then,
brothers, stand firm and hold on to the teachings that were passed along to you,
either by word of mouth or by a letter from us. '® May our Lord Jesus Christ himself
and God our Father, who loved us and in his grace gave us eternal encouragement
and good hope, 7 encourage your hearts and establish you in every good work and
word.

VERSE OF THE DAY Isaiah 49:3
Alleuia! He said to me, “You are my servant in whom | will display my splendor.”
Alleuia!

HYMN CW #222: Songs of Praise the Angels Sing

Songs of praise the angels sang,
Heav'n with alleluias rang,

When creation was begun,

When God spoke and it was done.

Saints below, with heart and voice,
Still in songs of praise rejoice,
Learning here, by faith and love,
Songs of praise to sing above.

Whispered with their final breath,
Songs of praise shall conquer death.
Then, amidst eternal joy,

Songs of praise their pow'rs employ.

Gob’s WORD FROM THE GOSPEL John 4:34-38
4$3The next day, Jesus wanted to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” 4¢ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter.
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about
in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.”



46 Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”

“Come and see!” Philip told him.

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Truly, here is an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”

48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”

Jesus answered, ‘“Before Philip called you, while you were under the fig tree, | saw
you.”

49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!”

50 Jesus replied, “You believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree. You
will see greater things than that!” 5 Then he added, “Amen, Amen,[*] | tell you:["] You
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son
of Man.”

HYMN CW #283: Speak, O Savior; | Am Listening

Speak, O Savior; | am list'ning, As a servant to his lord.

Let me show respect and honor To your holy, precious Word,

That each day, my whole life through, | may serve and follow you.

Let your Word e'er be my pleasure And my heart's most precious treasure.

Oh, what blessing to be near you, And to listen to your voice!

Let me ever love and fear you; Let your Word still be my choice.
Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at your Word,

But to all who feel sin's burden You give peace and words of pardon.

Lord, your words are waters living, Where | quench my thirsty needs.
Lord, your words are bread life-giving; On your words my spirit feeds.
Lord, your words will be my light Through death's cold and dreary night;
Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing.

As | pray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let your words in me take root.
May your Spirit e'er be near me, That | bear abundant fruit.
May I daily sing your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven.

THE SERMON 1 Samuel 3:1-10


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+JOHN+1%3A43-51&version=EHV#fen-EHV-26088a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+JOHN+1%3A43-51&version=EHV#fen-EHV-26088b

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN “Doxology”
Fernando Ortega
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Thanksgiving

OFFERING
An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION — CLOSING SONG Aaron’s Blessing
Fernando Ortega

Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822
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