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Welcome!
GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...”
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life
forever. We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified,
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for
everyone who believes in him.

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...”
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and
Sacraments to bring souls into his care. This is a message that we share
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS.

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…”
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Pt. 3:1
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INVOCATION
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

CW 376 (1):
Jesus, your blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head.
CONFESSION - PSALM 90

M

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.

C:

From everlasting to everlasting you are God.

M:

You turn men back to dust, saying, “Return to dust, O sons of men.”

C:

For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by.

M:

You sweep men away in the sleep of death.

C:

We are consumed by your anger and terrified by your indignation.

M:

You have set our iniquities before you,

C:

our secret sins in the light of your presence.

M:

The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have the strength;

C:

yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly
away. Lord, have mercy on me a sinner!

C:

CW 376 (3)
Lord, I believe your precious blood, Which at the very throne of God
Forever will for sinners plead, For me --e'en for my soul --was shed.

M:

C:
C:

ABSOLUTION
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen!
CW376 (2):
Bold shall I stand in that great day Who can a word against me say?
Fully through you absolved I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
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PRAYER & PRAISE
M:

C:

M:

C:

M:
C:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. For the well-being of all people everywhere,
that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our
prayer, O Lord.
CW 376 (4):
Lord, I believe were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore,
You have for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made.
For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who
are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you so they too may one day live in
heaven with you, hear our prayer, O Christ.
CW 376 (5):
When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies,
E'en then this shall be all my plea: Jesus has lived and died for me.
For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of
heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord
CW 376 (6):
Jesus, be worshiped endlessly! Your boundless mercy has for me,
For me and all your hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.
THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Daniel 3:16-28
16 Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, “We have no
need to answer you about this matter. 17 Since our God, whom we serve, does exist,
he is able to save us from the blazing fiery furnace. So, he may save us from your
hand, Your Majesty. 18 But if he does not, you should know, Your Majesty, that we will
not serve your gods, and we will not worship the golden statue that you set up.”
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression on his face changed
against Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego. He said to heat the furnace seven times
hotter than it was usually heated. 20 He ordered some men, who were soldiers from
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his army, to bind Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego in order to throw them into the
blazing fiery furnace. 21 So these men were bound in their coats, their pants, their
turbans, and their other clothing, and they were thrown into the middle of the
blazing fiery furnace. 22 Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace was
extremely hot, those men who carried Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego were killed
by the intense heat of the fire. 23 But these three men, Shadrak, Meshak, and
Abednego, who had been tied up, fell into the blazing fiery furnace.
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was startled and immediately stood up. He said to his
advisors, “Didn’t we throw three men, who had been tied up, into the middle of the
fire?”
They answered the king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”
25 He said, “Look! I see four men, who are untied and walking around in the middle of
the fire, unharmed. What is more, the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the
gods.”
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the door of the blazing fiery furnace. He said,
“Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!” Then
Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego came out from the middle of the furnace. 27 The
satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the royal advisors gathered together and
looked at these men. The fire had no power over their bodies. Not a hair on their
head was singed, their robes were not damaged, and the smell of fire had not stuck
to them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrak, Meshak, and
Abednego, who sent his angel and saved his servants, who trusted in God and
ignored the king’s command. They gave up their bodies and did not pay homage or
worship any god except their God.
LAPPY (page 273): Soon and Very Soon

HYMN:

Soon and very soon We are going to see the King
Soon and very soon We are going to see the King
Soon and very soon We are going to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah We're going to see the King
THE SECOND LESSON
Hebrews 12:18-29
18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to burning fire, to
darkness, to gloom, to a raging storm, 19 to the sound of a trumpet, and to a voice
that spoke. Those who heard the voice asked that not one more word be
added, 20 because they could not endure what was commanded: “If even an animal
touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that even
Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”
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22 Instead,

you have come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God; to the heavenly
Jerusalem; to tens of thousands of angels in joyful assembly; 23 to the church of the
firstborn whose names are written in heaven; to God, who is the judge of all; to the
spirits of righteous people who have been made perfect; 24 to Jesus, the mediator of
a new testament; and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better message than the
blood of Abel. 25 See to it that you do not refuse to listen to the one who is speaking.
For if those people did not escape when they refused to listen to the one who spoke
God’s message on earth, how much less likely is it that we will escape, if we turn
away from the one who spoke God’s message to us from heaven? 26 At that time his
voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only
the earth but also heaven.”
27 The words “once more” clearly indicate the removal of the things that are being
shaken, that is, the things that have been made, so that the things that cannot be
shaken remain permanently. 28 Therefore, since we are going to receive an
unshakeable kingdom, let us be thankful. This is how we serve God in an acceptable
way, with reverence and awe. 29 For our God is a consuming fire.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Malachi 4:1-2
Alleluia! Look! The day is coming, burning like a blast furnace. All the arrogant and
every evildoer will be stubble. The day that is coming will set them on fire, says
the LORD of Armies, a day that will not leave behind a root or branch for them. But
for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will rise, and there will be
healing in its wings. Alleluia!
HYMN:
LAPPY (page 273): Soon and Very Soon
No more dying there We are going to see the King
No more dying there We are going to see the King
No more dying there We are going to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah We're going to see the King
GOSPEL
Matthew 3:8-12
8 Therefore produce fruit in keeping with repentance! 9 Do not think of saying to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up
children for Abraham from these stones. 10 Already the ax is ready to strike[b] the root
of the trees. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. 11 I baptize you with water for repentance. But the one who comes after
me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly
clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but he will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
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HYMN:
LAPPY (page 273): Soon and Very Soon
No more crying there We are going to see the King
No more crying there We are going to see the King
No more crying there We are going to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah We're going to see the King
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
CW#416 (1, 6-7): If God Himself Be for Me

HYMN

If God himself be for me, I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me My foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my head and master, Befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster Can drive me from his love?
This I believe, yea rather, Of this I make my boast,
That God is my dear Father, My friend who loves me most,
And that, whate'er betide me, My Savior is at hand
Through stormy seas to guide me And bring me safe to land.
I build on this foundation: That Jesus and his blood
Alone are my salvation, My true, eternal good.
Without him all that pleases Is valueless on earth;
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The gifts I have from Jesus Alone have priceless worth.
He canceled my offenses, Delivered me from death;
He is the Lord who cleanses My soul from sin through faith.
In him I can be cheerful, Courageous on my way;
In him I am not fearful Of God's great Judgment Day.
No sin can now condemn me Or set my hope aside.
Now hell no more can claim me; Its fury I deride.
No sentence now reproves me; No guilt destroys my peace,
For Christ, my Savior, loves me And shields me with his grace.
No danger, thirst, or hunger, No pain or poverty,
No earthly tyrant's anger Shall ever vanquish me.
Though earth should break asunder, You are my Savior true;
No fire or sword or thunder Shall sever me from you.
My heart for joy is springing And can no more be sad,
'Tis full of joy and singing, Sees only sunshine glad.
The sun that cheers my spirit Is Jesus Christ, my King;
The heav'n I shall inherit Makes me rejoice and sing
Daniel 3:16-28

SERMON:

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & T HE LORD'S PRAYER
HYMN:

“It Is Well With My Soul”
Together For Gospel Live
Music used with permission CCLI License 11209822
Lyrics Displayed On Screen
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