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Lent 4, March 22nd, 2020

GRACE ~ “I am not ashamed of the gospel...”
When it comes to the truth of Scripture, there is no room for
compromise. The Bible is the book we live by… for life now and for life
forever. We accept the Bible as the pure Word of God. We believe that
our only Savior is Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who was crucified,
died, and was buried but rose again to open the door to heaven for
everyone who believes in him.

GRACE ~ “These are written that you may believe...”
Grace Lutheran Church has served the Portland area for over 100 years
by faithfully preaching and teaching the timeless truth of God’s Word.
We believe that God uses the timeless message of Word and
Sacraments to bring souls into his care. This is a message that we share
here and around the world through our affiliation with the WELS.

GRACE ~ “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…”
Grace Lutheran Church exists to win souls by joyfully proclaiming the
truth of God’s grace through Christ, to nurture believers in growing in
faith and lives of Christian service, and to join together in worship and
praise. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever! Amen.”
2 Peter 3:18

“His Robes For Mine”
Lyrics Also Displayed On Screen

OPENING HYMN:
1

Martin Luther College Choir
His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange!
Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ‘neath God’s rage.
Draped in His righteousness, I’m justified.
In Christ I live, for in my place He died.

Chorus:
I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost:
Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God.
Bought by such love, my life is not my own.
My praise—my all—shall be for Christ alone.
His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread?
God’s daunting Law Christ mastered in my stead.
Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine,
Saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life.
His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased.
Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased.
Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried, “’Tis done!”
Sin’s wage is paid; propitiation won.

Chorus
His robes for mine: such anguish none can know.
Christ, God’s beloved, condemned as though His foe.
He, as though I, accursed and left alone;
I, as though He, embraced and welcomed home!

Chorus
M:

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
2

C:

Amen.
CONFESSION

M:
C:

M:
C:

M:

Blessed is the one who transgressions are forgiven and whose sins
are covered.
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against
them.
-- Psalm 32:1&2
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways
like lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and
desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against
your holy law. We have done those things that we should not
have done, and we have not done those things that we should
have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and
restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus.
THE ABSOLUTION
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son,
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the
penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from
death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God
now and forever!

C:

O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I
thank you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my
Savior. Through him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin
and given me the peace of forgiveness. “Rejoice in the LORD and
celebrate, all you righteous, and shout joyfully, all you upright in
heart.”
Psalm 32:11
THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Genesis 8:4-12
3

On the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat. 5 The waters continued to recede until the tenth
month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains
became visible. 6 After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in
the ark 7 and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the
water had dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to see if the
water had receded from the surface of the ground. 9 But the dove could
find nowhere to perch because there was water over all the surface of the
earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took
the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 10 He waited seven more
days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove returned to
him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then
Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 12 He waited seven
more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to
him.

GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 24:36-44
36
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be
at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day
Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen
until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken
and the other left.41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will
be taken and the other left. 42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not
know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he
would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken
into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an
hour when you do not expect him.
“It Is Well With My Soul”
Lyrics Displayed On Screen

HYMN OF THE DAY:

4

SERMON
GENESIS 8:3-4 AND 1 PETER 3:18-22
On the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat.
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in
the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to
the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In
it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this
water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of
dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into
heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers
in submission to him.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
THE OFFERING
5

An opportunity to give online can also be used at
Paypal.me/GracePortland or by utilizing this QR code:
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
THE BENEDICTION
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.

“Never Alone”
Tracy Fedke / Koine

CLOSING HYMN:
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